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THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) cook the Chair at 2.15 pm, and read prayers.

VIDEO TAPES CLASSIFICATION AND CONTROL BILL

Amendment: Petition

MR TRENOR DEN (Avon) [2.16 pm]: I have a petition stated in the following terms --

To the Honourable the Speaker, and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia assembled.

We, the undersigned, request that Parliament amend the VIDEO BILL to grant the
people legal standing, and power of appeal, and review, so that we can have a ban
placed on those unconscionable videotapes which we find are beyond the pale, and
which are severely damaging the social environment.

We request that Parliament carry out its promise to make possession of child
pornography a criminal offence, and set severe penalties for the possession of child
pornography, bestiality, terrorism, drug promotion, rape and incest tapes.
We request that Parliament legislate that R tapes in shops be displayed separate and
away from 'minors.

We request that Parliament legislate to make videotapes be so labelled that parents
can be warned of the contents in regard to sex, language and violence.

Because we no longer will allow the money-makers to have sole right to determine
what is available, we wish to have equal input into decision-making, gain EQUAL
OPPORTUNITY for concerned parents to have the power also to appeal, and to ban
and remove those unconscionable videotapes which breed crime, jointly with the
power to give pastoral care to our social environment, because we know that children
who are carefully supervised to prevent access to such horrendous viewing, MAY
STILL BECOME THE VICTIMS of those who are not.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration, and your petitioners, as in duty bound, shall ever pray.

The petition bears 222 signatures and I certify that it conforns to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No 71.)

BILLS (3). INTRODUCTION AND FIRST READING
1. Public and Bank Holidays Amendment Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Peter Dowding (Minister for Labour, Productivity
and Employment), and read a first time.

2. Transport Co-ordination Amendment Bill.
3. Taxi-car Control Amendment Bill.

Bills introduced, on motions by Mr Pearce (Leader of the House), and read a first
time.

APPROPRIATION (GENERAL LOAN AND CAPITAL WORKS FUND) DILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 10 September.

MR MacKINNON (Murdoch - Leader of the Opposition) [2.25 pm]: Mr Speaker --



The SPEAKER: Order! Before I give the Leader of die Opposition the call I want to make a
statement to members in respect of this Order of the Day.
Members should observe and appreciate that not all expenditur proposed in the General
Loan and Capital Works Fund Estimates of Expenditur involves chat fund. There are items
listed in those estimates which are funded from other sources. I advise members who wish to
raise questions concerning those items which do not involve expenditure from the General
Loan and Capital Works Fund that they should do so during the second reading debate on this
Bill. Committee consideration of the General Loan and Capital Works Fund Estimates of
Expenditure should be restricted to discussion of the Estimates of Expenditure from that fund
only.

Mr MacKINNON: In addressing my remarks to the Appropriation (General Loan and
Capital Works Fund) Bill, I say at the outset that people all around Australia should be very
concerned about what is happening today on the stock markets of the world. The shake-out
that is occurring at the moment has some grave implications for Australia if the direction of
the selling pressure continues in that way. It has implications for all Australians because, if it
continues in that direction, at the end of the day it could result in some financial concerns
generally within the community and, more particularly, it will obviously place immediate
pressure on interest rates -- as it has done already. We were starting to see a tumnaround in
and moderation of interest rates, but they fired again today and that is not good news for
Australians, nor for Western Australians.

If there is anything to be said at a time like this, it must be that all people in the community
who are involved in the share market should exercise some caution. It is a difficult situation,
with trading activities in Tokyo and Hong Kong having been suspended and a record fall in
the markets in Australia today. I hope that people are not panicked as a consequence of the
marketplace. I understand that there was some correction midd-morning, after the initial
shake-out, and obviously there is a need for some market correction. I believe most market
analysts, economists, and brokers were predicting that sooner or later there would be a
correction. All of us hope it is not an overcorrection that will then cost the country and
individuals in the community dearly.

The comments I wish to make in regard to the capital works Budget fall into three categories.
Firstly, like the Consolidated Revenue Fund Budget, several characteristics are inherent in
this Budget and we need to make some comment in ters of accountability and detail.
Secondly, I want to comment on the claims the Treasurer made in the Consolidated Revenue
Fund and the General Loan and Capital Works Fund Budgets, and which he continues to
make, about restraint on his part.

Thirdly, there have been some failures by the Government in key areas, and I will raise some
very important questions about another area.
I was pleased to see within the CRF debate that both the National Party and the Liberal Party
called for the Government to be much more accountable in its actions, to provide more detail
about the Budget presentation, and to be more consistent and orderly about the presentation
of the Budget so as to enable a proper judgment to be made of the accounts. The same could
be said -- and probably with just as much conviction and strength -- about the capital works
Budget. In fact, the Treasurer indicated just that in his comments in the supplement to the
capital works Estimates where he said --

The capital works programme of the Main Roads Department and the major tertiary
institutions are not included in these figures although capital expenditures by these
bodies play a significant role in the provision of community assets ...

It is surprising that the Treasurer could make that commnent but not make any further
comment on how he intended to address that problem. It is not acceptable for the
Government to continue to say, "'Well, it's been done in the past and we are carrying on what
has happened before." Before it camne to office, the Govemnment made great play and many
comminitments about how it would upgrade the presentation of Government accounts, and it is
time it did so, particularly in this area. The Treasurer, in his comments on the Budget, said
that those expenditures that are not included play a significant role in terms of the provision
of commuunity assets. If we, as a Parliament and as a community, are to be able to make a
proper judgment on the Government accounts, surely all information should be included
within this statement.
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My second point relates to what has happened many times in the history of this
Government -- that is, how changes are made in the presentation of the Government's
accounts to provide a better reading thereof. However, in making those changes, it certainly
must make the comparison year-by-year confusing, to say the 1east. I will give the House one
example in this year's capital works Budget. Under the summary of expenditure, the actual
spending level of the Building Management Authority shows up as $22.9 million, but if one
looks at the estimate from last year. one sees that it had a budget of $89.2 million. At first
sight it seems that there is something wrong -- a budget of $89 million but expenditure of
$22.9 million. What has happened is that the BM1A expenditure within the papers -- I am not
saying that the information is not there -- has been allocated under a whole range of capital
works Budget projects, which show up under different categories this year. If one wants to
make a direct comparison year-by-year. it is particularly difficult, as was the case with this
year's CRF Budget and last year's CRF Budget.
Mr Pearce interjected.
Mr MacKINNON: It is the Leader of the House who is not very bright. Obviously he was
not listening to what I said. We want accounts that firstly are better presented and more
readable and, secondly, when the Government makes the changes from year to year, it should
make sure it compares like with like and makes some comment thereon. There has been no
comment whatsoever in the Budget papers to that effect, and it is difficult to compare like
with Like, The Government need only include an explanatory page in the Budget papers
saying, "If you want to compare last year with this year, this is how it is but we have made
die changes and in future they will be presented in this way." This would mean that next year
the comparison could be easily made; it is not difficult and could easily be accommodated.
There is no problem with it. I am not saying that in that respect the information relating to
the BMA is not there, but it is a matter of presenting it to enable a proper judgment and
assessment to be made.
While the Government does not place a very high priority on the question of Government
accountability, the Opposition parties do. We have given a commitment that when in
Government we will ensure that the presentation of the Budget papers is far more readable,
ensures a proper accountability, and, where changes are made from year to year. a proper
explanation of those changes will be made and information provided to ensure that the
corutny can make a proper judgment and assessment year to year, regardless of the reason
for the changes.

Mr Peter Dowding: It is not very believable.

Mr MacKINNON: The commitments made by the Government are not very believable when
one looks at the large range of commitments made about the Budget prior to the Government
coming to office. I cannot briefly think of one commitment, in terms of the budgetary
process, that the Government has honoured.

Mr Cash. What they say and what they do are always two different things.

Mr MacKINNON: Exactly. Interestingly, that leads me into another comment I wish to
make. In terms of the capital works Budget, the Treasurer has indicated that he brought
down a Budget which plays heavily on restraint, that he has been responsible, has cut back
and is living within his means. A closer examination of the figures shows that, as the
member for Mt Lawley said, what the Treasurer says and what he does are two different
things. If one examines the capital works Budget and looks closely, for example, at the State
Energy Commnission's capital works programme -- and we all know the works that have been
involved there; for example, the North West Shell gas line, the pipeline, and the Muja Power
Station -- and extracts those figures out of the capital works programme, one xsees -that from
1983-84:t6 1987-88, there has been a capital works expenditure growth of 124 per cent.
Mr B ,rian Burke: What about if you leave the SEC in?
Mr MacKINNON: If one does that, one finds there has been a real increase of nine per cent,
about static in real tenns.
Mr Brian Burke: I can't see why you take the SEC out, That is still capital works.
Mr MacKIhJNON: That is probably why the Treasurer is not very strong in financial matters,
if he cannot see why one takes the SEC out. The SEC's capital works programme is
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rather unique in the Government capital works Budget, because in most instances there is a
return on the investments one would expect to be paid back in terms of the Muja Power
Station and the income it can generate, in terms of the capital works programme we instituted
and the Government completed, and the power transmission line from Muja to Kalgoorlie.
There is a good return on the investments, whereas in terms of the major expenditures
elsewhere in Goverrnent, one finds that is not the case. The other argument is that the large-
scale investment of the SEC at the time of the pipeline -- and the Treasurer could not argue
about this -- was a complete one-off. It is hardly liely that every year we will have an SEC
project quite the size of the pipeline project. One could build into my figures a 10 per cent or
12 per cent -- or even 20 per cent -- investment programme of the SEC on what one expects
to be normal every year and still come up with a figure that was significantly higher than the
corresponding rate of inflation.

Far from being restrained, the capital works programme has accelerated quite significantly.
One must always remember in terms of the capital works programme -- as you know with
your own Budget, Mr Speaker -- that the capital must be repaid some time or other down the
track. Far from the expenditures of Government being restrained, as the Treasurer would
have us believe, they have increased quite significantly by 124 per cent over the last four
years. They have not decreased as the Treasurer might have otherwise tried to indicate to the
Parliament.

Again, that is why it is so important that the figures contained in the Budget papers should
enable like to be compared with like. We have obtained this information only after a fair
amount of time and effort was expended in going through these papers, because the
information was not readily reported by the Government, to be available to us and to anyone
else interested.

I turn now to a couple of areas where I will ask the Treasurer some questions about the
figures in the Budget papers. I repeat that the information we are using was not easy to
obtain; it was difficult in going through the Budget papers to compare like with like.

The first area is the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation, something to which the
Government made tremendous comnmitments prior to the last election, saying how it would
provide real support to the rural community. I will read the allocations provided mn last year's
Budget in order to have them recorded in H-ansard. In 1986-87 the allocation for the interest
rate relief scheme was $ 10 million; for the rural adjustment scheme, $29 million; for loans to
grapegrowers, $979 000; and for on-farm water supplies, $450 000. That gives a total
commitment of allocations for these four items in last year's Budget of $40.5 million for the
rural community; and from memory that was the Treasurer's undertaking: A commitment of
$40 million to the rural community, a conunitment the Government trumpeted loudly
throughout the rural community. But what has been the reality? As the member for Mt
Lawley said, never mind what was promised, what is the substance? Let us look at the
comparisons.

The interest rate relief scheme had an allocation of $10 million, while actual expenditure
amounted to $3.4 million. Having travelled extensively through country areas, I find it hard
to believe that there are not some people out there who are crying out for relief. People with
whom I have spoken indicate that the RAFCQR guidelines are in need of review and that
many deserving cases are not being given consideration. From the statistics presented in
these Budget papers, that would seem to be the case.
The rural adjustment scheme had a laudable allocation of $29 million, but only $7.1 million
of that was expended. If there are not people out there in farming communities who are in
dire need of support from this scheme, I would be amazed.

The allocation last year for loans to grapegrowers was $979 000, while actual expenditure
was only $200 000. And who needs to be remided of the real problems being faced by
country people this year, particularly in the south eastern wheat-belt, but also in other areas of
the State, in finding help to meet potential water supply problems? The allocation for on-
farm water supplies last year was $450 000, yet expenditure was only $166 000.
It is amazing to say the least that in this very important area of the capital works programme,
a very important area of the State's investment programme, an area which will affect the
future of rural communities, the Government expended only $10.9 million, or 25 per cent, of
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the allocated $40 million. That is probably bad enough in itself and indicates clearly that
RAFCOR and the guidelines applying thereto are in urgent need of overhaul.

I[ask the Treasurer: How did the Government arrive, ten, at its estimates for this current
year? I would like the Treasurer to give us an indication in his response to this debate just
how it is that, for example, the allocation last year for the interest rate relief scheme was $10
million, of which only $3.4 milion was expended, anid the allocation for this year is $30
million. It is difficult to see how such an estimate could be made because it is 10 times
greater than the expenditure last year.

Mr Brian Burke: Because we have changed the guidelines. As you have just been saying,
they needed to be changed.
Mr MacKINNON: On what basis were they changed?

Mr Brian Burke: To make them less restrictive and more accessible.

Mr MacKJNNON: In what specific way?

Mr Grill: You can't criticise the Government in this area. First, you can't force people to
make application; and for some of that amount there were just not the number of applications.
Secondly, the majority of RAFCOR funding allocations are made by a completely
independent committee made up partly of farmers and over which the Government has no
control.

Mr MacKINNON: I find it very hard to understand the Minister for Agriculture's logic when
he says to me that there were not enough applications, yet this year the allocation is $30
million after last year's expenditure of $3-4 million. That flies in the face of what he said,
Obviously there was a raft of applications that were unsuccessful. Because they were not
successful and because a large number of complaints were made -- many people lodged
complaints with the Liberal Party and, I am sure, with the National Party -- it seems that the
Government has decided to make some changes. But how is it that the allocation this year is
10 times the amount actually expended last year?

The allocation last year for the rural adjustment scheme was $29 million, yet the expenditure
was only $7 million. The Minister surely cannot be telling me there were insufficient
applications for assistance under that scheme. It would seem from all the information
provided to me that the applications were made but they were not accepted. The demnand and
the need were there but the Government did not recognise this last year.

Ms Brian Burke: In respect of the interest rate relief scheme, the applications were not there,
the reason being that the schemne was not attractive enough to people. I was involved in
meetings with the Farmers Federation to redraft the subsidy scheme so that it became more
attractive.

Mr MacKINNON: Does the Treasurer expect this year that all of that $30 million will be
taken up, bearing in mind that last year the amount spent was only $3.4 million?

Mr Brian Burke: The applications were niot made because it was not profitable for people to
switch from their traditional lending sources to this scheme. We expect that $30 million to be
the maximum, and according to the Farmers Federation it is not an unrealistic appropriation.

Mr Grill: The other thing is that if interest rates fall -- and there is an expectation amongst
farmers of a further fall -- they probably won't make the switch.,

Mr MacKIh[NON: The Minister for Agriculture must have his head in the sand. He should
put his head out the door and see what has happened on the stock market today and how it
will affect interest rates. Already today interest rates have firned; they will not go down in
future, but will increase- For the past four and a half years we have heard the Government
say that a drop in interest rates is imnment, that interest rates will decline for certain and the
drop will be permantent. But interest rates have risen again today. I have just been to a
function at the ANZ Bank at which the State Manager of the ANZ and the State Manager of
City Mutual, and many other leading figures in this State, indicated just what was happening
and gave me their predictions on what will happen to interest rates. The Minister for
Agriculture might like to criticise and disagree with their prediction, but I do not happen to
believe what the Minister says. I believe that, unfortunately, interest rates in this country
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have finned again. Therefore the need for these funds is real. I sincerely hope that the
allocation provided in this year's Budget has attached to it guidelines that are sufficiently fair
to enable applications made by people in need to be adjudged as acceptable.
[ suppose the Minister for Agriculture would say the same about on-farm water supplies --
that there were nor sufficient applications and that was the reason for the low expenditure.
The allocation this year is $1.8 million, and certainly this is an area where there is real need
in our rural communities.

Mr Brian Burke: Are you saying that we are deliberately using exorbitant amounts to make it
look good?

Mr MacKINNON: Last year the Treasurer's Budget papers included an amount of $40
million for on-farm water supplies yet only $10 million was expended. There must be
something wrong with the Government's figuring if its estimates are this far out of kilter.

Mr Brian Burke: Why are we doing this?

Mr MacKINNON: It would be quite easy, as the member for East Melville pointed out last
week, and it makes a good Press statement, to say, "Housing expenditure this year will be
X millions of dollars"; and it is then underexpended by a significant figure. It does not came
out at the end of the day because it is easy for the Treasurer to hide those figures in his
presentation. So there is a real incentive to misstate the position and overinflate the figure so
that when the Budget comes out the Governmnent can say it is doing a lot for the rural
community. The Government spent $ 10 million last year on one of the most productive
sectors of the economy which was really in need, out of a Budget allocation of $40 million.
That is the point I am endeavouring to make. If changes have been made it is about time. 1
sincerely hope that the Government's Estimates are accurate this year and that the interest
rate relief scheme and the on-farm water supply scheme allocations are expended and get to
the people who are really in need.
Mr Peter Dowding: You would urge us not to have any under-expenditure on commitments.
Is that what you are saying?

Mr MacKINNON: That is not what [ am saying. I do nor think the Minister has a very good
understanding of financial affairs. That is shown by his interjection.
The other point of concern I have relates to the R & I Bank. In the Budget papers this year
there was an allocation of $1t9 million as a capital contribution to the R & I Bank. I have
checked this with the R & [ Banik's accounts. That figure is strange to say the least, bearing
in mind the history of the R & [ Bank. If one looks at its accounts over the last seven or eight
years one sees that it has been some time since the R & I Bank's capital was increased. It is
all the more difficult to understand in view of the fact that the R & I Bank does not have to
comply with any statutory requirements, as do most of the national banks, because it is a
State bank.

The question that should be asked about the $19 million allocation, and answered by the
Treasurer, is how the money was allocated. There was no allocation in last year's Budget,
yet it appears in this year's papers as an expenditure item. It was a capital injection of
$19 million to the R & [ Bank. Can the Treasurer not recall that contribution having been
made? It would appear to be extraordinary. The R & I Bank has not had a capital injection of
that order for many years.

Mr Brian Burke: That is not true. I am sure in our tenn of Government we have given it
$20 million or $30 million.

Mr MacKJNNON: This Government has given the bank $19 million, and this is it.

Mr Brian Burke: I think we gave them money in 1983-84. I stand corrected.

Mr MacKINNON: The Treasurer had better think again because I have the bank's accounts
and they show clearly that the capita] of the R & [ Bank has not been increased for many
years other than by a private injection of $60 million last year. During this year the
Governuent has increased its capital contribution to the R & I Bank by $19 million. Why is
that so? I have the figures here. The capita! provided by the State Government in the
accounts ended 30 March 1978 was $22.230 million, and it has stayed exactly the same until
this year when it grew to $41.23 million. So theme has been no capital injection to the R & I
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Bank by the Government since at least 1978, and probably well before that. Over the last 10
years it has not been necessary to inject $19 million into the R & I Bank, yet it was the case
this year. Despite chat there is no comment in the General Loan Fund papers that [can see.
From my research there also does not appear to have been any statement at any time about
the capital injection. Again the question must be asked of the Treasurer: Why was it
necessary? It seems the Treasurer was keen to comment a moment ago and knew a lot about
RAFCOR, but he knows limte about the R & I Bank.

Mr Brian Burke: I am perfectly happy to comment, There has been a continuing problem for
a number of years with the undercapicalisation of the R & I Bank. That was drawn to the
attention of successive Goverrnents by the Reserve Bank. We sought firstly to set about
obtaining private hinds. That was done through the Armstrong Jones prime fund, which
provided the $60 million of capital stock to which you referred. [ cannot immediately recall
the $19 million, but I presume it was devoted to the provision of capital for the same reason.
I will check and let you know when I reply to the debate.

Mr MacKENNON: That may be, but it is rather perplexing that it was done last year. I
accept the argument that the Reserve Bank may have provided that advice, but the R & I
Bank is not bound by the requirements of the Reserve Bank.

Mr Brian Burke: You know that is not right. The R & I Bank complies with all Reserve
Bank requirements.

Mr MacK.INNON: But it does not have to comply.

Mr Brian Burke: Of course not. Do not try to undermine the credibility of the R & I Bank.

Mr MacKINNON: I am not trying to undermine the credibility of the R & I Bank because, if
the Treasurer did not know, the State Government guarantees the R & I Bank. How the heck
can I undermine its credibility? It has a guarantee from the State Government. There is no
need for the Treasurer to throw red herrings around Parliament that I am somehow or other
trying to damage the credibility of the R & I Bank, as we were supposed to have done with
the Teachers Credit Society, which we did not do in that case either. All I am saying is that
out of the blue, after at least 10 years, the Government has injected $19 million of capital into
the bank after injecting $60 million last year by private placement without making any public
comment or pronouncement about it. It seems unusual to say the least. Why was that so?

It is interesting that it was not publicised. If the Reserve Bank provided that advice, what
was the reason for the advice? Was the R & [ Bank well under its reserve ratios at the time?
Was it just advice received over many years with which the Goverment believed the bank
should have kept in line? All the Government had to do at the time, if that was the case, was
to indicate publicly that it injected $19 million, but no such comment was made. I believe it
is the Government's responsibility when dealing with an important body like the R & I
Bank -- and the Treasurer is talking about credibility and ensuring confidence. in the bank --
to ensure people are fully informed about the Government's. activities in relation to the
bank -- what it is doing, and why. In that way people who invest in the bank winl have the
fullest confidence in the Government's actions.

The Treasurer has a responsibility to answer the questions I have raised when he responds to
the debate. How was the $19 million allocated when it was not appropriated in last year's
Budget? Why was it necessary? When was the contribution made to the bank, and why did
the Government not make any statement about that contribution at the time or subsequently?

I refer now to comments made by the Government about the South West Province by-
election. The Government has claimed publicly, and recently via a motion moved by one of
the lightweight backbenchers, the member for Victoria Park, that the Opposition has made
some commitments over the past [2 months. The Government has yet to detail the
commitments and has refused to do so to my knowledge, but has it has costed them at X
dollars.

I understand that debate will probably be held tomorrow. We will be able to respond most
appropriately at that time and provide forward information about commitments that we have
made because they are always costed. We will be able to give the Parliament some estimate
of exactly what the Government has commtfed itself to over the last six weeks in its
desperate attempt to shore up support for itself in South West Province.
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Mr Brian Burke: You are doing the same thing. You are attempting to shore up support for
the Opposition in South West Province.

Mr MacKII4NON: We are not trying to shore up support; we are trying to give the public of
the south west a clear indication of the direction we will take them given the opportunity at
the next State election. I believe we have made commitments to which the people of the
south west will respond. They are positive commitments that will not cost much money but
which need a little imagination.

Mr Brian Burke: I have been advised that the $19 million referred to is capital injection to
lift the capital of the bank to meet Reserve Bank rating requirements before the end of the
bank's financial year on 31 March.

Mr MacKJNNON: If that is the case, why was $60 million injected the year before therefore
significantly increasing the capital base from $22 million to $82 million? Was the bank in
difficulty 12 months later?

Mr Brian Burke: It was not in difficulty. It had expanded so rapidly and so successfully --

Mr MacKIhlNON: The capital base of the bank was $22 million and had been for many
years. It was increased in the financial year ending 1986 to $82 milion. Is the Treasurer
saying that, in less than 12 months, the bank had expanded by three or four times, and that it
needed a further injection of $19 million dollars to comply with those requirements?

Mr Brian Burke: I am saying that the $60 million may not have been enough capital to meet
the requirements of the Reserve Bank. I think it would be prudent for the bank to be properly
capitalised.

Mr MacKINNON: I think it would be prudent for the Government to give some explanation
or to provide some detail. The Treasurer has not provided me with a scrap of evidence about
why it was necessary. All he has said was that it was needed. How much was the Reserve
Bank behind in terms of its statutory requirements?

Mr Brian Burke: It was not behind at all.

Mr MacKINNON: It was not behind at all, but it was necessary to inject another $19 million!

Mr Brian Burke: You said we were not obliged statutorily to meet the bank's requirements.
You don't understand.

Mr MacKIINNON: I understand very clearly. I think the Treasurer needs to go to university,
and not do law -- he has to complete first-year arts before he can commence a law degree, by
the way -- but should study commerce so that he can understand basic budgeting and
accountancy procedures. The Treasurer indicates that it was necessary for the Government to
put in $19 million, but it was not really necessary because it did not have to comply! He told
me not five minutes ago that it always complies. Why did the R & I Bank have to put in $19
million on top of the $60 million last year when the bank had not increased its capital base for
10 years previously? It then tripled its capital base with the input of $60 million and the year
after the Government put in another $19 million because it did not meet the bank's
requirements.

Mr Brian Burke: Because for years you had not given any capital injection to the bank.

Mr MacKIhtNON: Why is it necessary to give capital to the R & I Bank? It is covered by a
statutory guarantee. The State underwrites it. The State does not have to comply with
Reserve Bank requirements. The Government put in another $19 million without any public
explanation. Why?
Mr Brian Burke: Because, as you just said, we should maintain the Reserve Bank
requirements.

Mr MacKJINNON: I did not say that; the Treasurer said that.

Mr Brian Burke: Don't you think we should?

Mr MacKINNON: It is not necessary, because the State guarantees the bank.

Mr Brian Burke: Are you suggesting we should not?
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Mr MacKINNON: It is a matter of judgment for the Treasurer at the time.

Mr Brian Burke: What is your judgment?

Mr MacKINNON: It is up to the Government at the time.

Mr Brian Burke: Once again, you do not have a judgment or a policy.

Mr MacKINNON: Whether the Government actually makes the R & I Bank comply is
irrelevant because the State guarantees the R & I Bank; it underwrites it. Does the Treasurer
not understand?

Mr Brian Burke: Absolutely, but are you saying we should not meet the requirements?

Mr MacKINNON: It is up to the Government and the Treasurer to make that judgment. It
would depend on the figures.

Mr Brian Burke: You are wriggling.

Mr MacKINNON: I am not wriggling. The Treasurer has failed to explain to the Parliament
and to the people of Western Australia when the $19 million was given to the bank. He says
he cannot remember. It was the first such increase in the State Government's contribution to
the R & I Bank for a period of less than 10 years and the Treasurer says he cannot recall it.
He did not make any public statement about it but said it was to meet liquidity requirements
last year, and last year the bank tripled its capital base. Either last year it was not going to
meet its liquidity requirements as opposed to this year or this year something occurred to
ensure that the Government had to pay the $1W million. It did not happen overnight and it
was not just to comply with the Reserve Bank requirements because the State does not have
to comply. It guarantees the bank. It is irrelevant whether it does or does not. I repeat: The
State made a capital contribution to the R & I Bank, the first such contribution in at least 10
years, and the Treasurer made no comment. What was the Treasurer trying to hide at that
time? The Treasurer has not satisfactorily explained it, and he cannot.

The Treasurer can drag in all the red herrings he likes. A good Treasurer with commonsense
would make a judgment on the facts presented to him, but it was irrelevant whether the
contribution was made because every Government of this State underwrites the R & I Bank.
That is why the contribution of $19 million was extraordinary and some comment should
have been made; but no commnent was made.

Mr Brian Burke: What an awful admriission that is on behalf of the Opposition that we do not
have to meet Reserve Bank requirements.

Mr MacKINNON: The Treasurer said he cannot remember an unprecedented contribution to
the R & I Bank. It was the first time in 10 years that it was made, and he cannot remember. I
hope he remembers to pay his SEC bill!

The people of South West Province will remember what we have told them. They w ill not be
fooled by any misleading informnauion by the Treasurer about how much the promises we
have made will cost. I will run through some of the comnmitments which really will not cost
the State Government anything. As I have said before, many of those commitments are a
redirection of the Opposition's priorities and are commuitments which the Government has
followed.

The Opposition has made several commnitments in relation to the south west and the
Government has adopted them because it has seen that they have merit. I refer to the
proposed Bunbuty entertainment and culture centre, which is a fine project and will, I
believe, come to fruition. The community of Bunbury and the communities of the south west
want such a facility, and the Government has made a comnmitment to this centre, as has the
Opposition.

More importantly, the Opposition has written to the Commonwealth Treasurer, Mr Paul
Keating, and has suggested that contributions to the proposed centre be tax deductible in the
same way as the contributions to the fund in the national capital headed by Gough Whitlam
are tax deductible. After all, if it is good enough for the bureaucrats and politicians in
Canberra to give support to cultural facilities in Canberra, why is not the same benefit
provided to the people of the south west? I understand that the Governent supports the
Opposition's initiative. The silence of Government members indicates that that is so. I
sincerely hope that the Treasurer will write to the Federal Treasurer and ask him, to support
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the proposition that tax deductibility be extended to that group. By taking such action the
people of the south west are being encouraged to help themselves through such a programme
and provide a facility which is much needed by the people in the south west. I remind
members that that commitiment will not cost the State Government $1.
Mr Brian Burke: Because you are making it for the Commonwealth.

Mr MacKIh4NON: Is the Treasurer opposing it?

Mr Brian Burke: No. What if the Commonwealth says no?

Mr MacKINNON: Is the Treasurer writing to the Federal Treasurer supporting it?

Mr Brian Burke: I have not written for support, but if you think it is important I will.

Mr MacKINNON: I think it is vitally important, and I think the Treasurer should write to the
Federal Treasurer. The people of the south west think it is important.

Mr Brian Burke: What happens if they say no?

Mr MacKiNNON: If that is the case, we will have to find another way Mround the problem.
The Opposition and the Government should get together and go to Canberra and say what is
sauce for the goose is sauce for the gander. I believe that the people in the south west axe
more important than the people in Canberra.

Mir Brian Burke: I understand that the Federal Treasurer has said no.

Mr MacKINNON: No, he has not. I certainly have not received such a response from the
Federal Treasurer. If he has made a statement to that effect he will be condened. Unlike
the Treasurer's colleagues in Canberra in relation to Telecom, I hope that the Treasurer is big
enough to make that decision prior to the election. The people involved with the Telecom
issue have run for cover and the Treasurer has not been able to convince them to make a
decision.

Mr Brian Burke: What is your alternative proposal if he says no?

Mr MacKINNON:. The Treasurer has not written to the Federal Treasurer, and all he can say
is, "What is your alternative?" The Treasurer is not prepared to stand up on behalf of the
people of the south west and fight for them. H-e should be able to say that the people of the
south west are more important to him than are the people in Canberra. I believe that they are.
The Opposition has made a commitment and all it needs is for the State Government to stand
up and be counted.
The second commitment is in the area of law and order. The Opposition has committed itself
to providing extra police officers in the south west. I have said before, and I remind
members, that that will not cost the State one extra dollar. The Government is supposedly
spending $500 000 on an advertising campaign this year to tell the public what a wonderful
job it is doing in the area of law and order. The Opposition would not spend that money on
advertising, it would put it to better use by employing more police officers in the south west.
I can assure members that the people of the south west are looking for that support.

Last week, the member for East Melville announced a new initiative that will encourage
Homeswest tenants to buy their own home. That will not cost the State Government any
money.

Mr Thomas: It will disadvantage prospective purchasers.

Mr MacKINNON: It will work very much in their favour. The member for Welshpool may
have that opinion, but I can assure him that the people in the south west will take part in this
scheme. The day the Opposition made that announcement in Bunbury it received six
telephone calls from people asking how they could take advantage of such a scheme. The
Opposition is not the Government and yet it has received telephone calls from people asking
how they can take advantage of the scheme. It is not as though such a scheme has not been
tried before; it has and it was successful. It will not cost the State a dollar and the funds
which are fired up can be used to reduce the waiting list which this Government has extended
from 7 500 to 13 500 people. The Government stands condemned in the area of public
housing and it well knows it. It is an imaginative scheme which will not cost the Government
one cent, but it will provide a hope for people who are renting their homes to actually buy
them.
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The Opposition's fourth commitment is one which was followed up by the Governent and
the Minister for Conservation and Land Management late last week. I refer to the declaration
of Boranup as a national park and the protection of the Ludlow tuarts. One could say that the
Government is better late than never. The Opposition made a commuitment in relation to the
first matter two weeks ago and in the other matter it made a commitment four or five days
before. It is pleasing that in terms of the South West Province by-election that the
Government has been following the Opposition's commitments. The Opposition was first in
the field with a good candidate. In addition to the fact that it has the best candidate, it has
been first all along the line in terms of these important commiitments and the Opposition is
pleased that the Government has agreed to follow its lead.

In terms of Telecom, the Treasurer has nothing more than a hollow promise from his
Commonwealth colleagues that they will review the position. There is nothing concrete and
the Treasurer did not even ask his Federal colleague to use his powers, under the Act, to
direct Telecom not to take action. It is the Treasurer's party which is in power in Canberra
and he could have said to that Government that the south west is important to this State and it
must not redirect people away from the region. He should have requested it to use its powers
to keep those people in the south west in the interests of regional development. In direct
employment terms 50 people are involved, but including their families the number involved
would be 150 people. That is not the worst of it. Only yesterday a further report was
released to the media which indicated that not only those 50 staff but also an extra 13 staff
members from the engineering section are to be moved. In direct working terms 63 people
will lose their jobs, but the end result will be that probably 200 people will leave Bunbury.

What did the Treasurer do? He went to Canberra and spoke with Bob H-awke over a cup of
tea, but nothing has resulted. There was no request from the Treasurer for the responsible
Minister to exercise his ministerial powers. The Prime Minister said that he would have a
look at it -- it is television Government.

The Opposition has made important commitments with regard to three other areas. It was
interesting that the Government pulled back from a commnitment with regard to the Busselton
Jetty, It is interesting that the Treasurer is not prepared to make a conmmitment on the
Busselton Jetty and [ wonder whether he would indicate to the Parliament what is his attitude
towards the Bus selton Jetty and whether he believes it should be protected.

Mr Brian Bu~rke: All knowledge comes to he who waits.

Mr MacKINON: The Treasurer has clearly indicated -- I am sure the member for Vasse
will be interested to note this -- that he is not prepared to stand behind a commitment to
protect the Busselton Jetty. He believes it should not be protected even though his colleagues
who represent that area have supported it and have requested him to support it as well. There
has been no support from the Treasurer. I know that the member for Vasse will inform the
people of Vasse that the Treasurer, in this Parliament, is not prepared to make a commitment
to secure the future of the Busselton Jetty.

Mr Can:. I thought your crowd was in office when that jetty was damaged.

Mr MacKINNON: It was.

Mr Can: You did nothing about it then.

Mr MacKJNNON: How long has this Government been in office -- four and a half years? I
arm very pleased that this Government continues to look backwards because the more it does
that, the more often it trips up on little twigs along the way.

Mr Brian Burke: It would have been much cheaper to fix it up then but you would not do it.
You really are very ordinary.

Mr MacKJENNON: What is the Government going to do about it now?

Mr Brian Burke: You will find out. Our new member for the South West Province will
announce a decision.

Mr MacKINNON: The Treasurer has implied that if the new member for South West
Province is a member of the Government, she will announce a decision on this matter but if
she is not elected there will be no announcement.

Mr Brian Burke: I did not say that. I have announced that we will make a decision.

4693



42)4(ASSEMBLY]

Mvr MacKINNON: What will it be?

Mr Brian Burke: When I make it you will know, I am not getting in a pork barrel with a
pygmy like you.

Mr MacKINNON: If the Government intended committing itself to upgrading the jetty, it
would do so now. The commitment of the Opposition to upgrading the Busselton Jetty is
crystal-clear; we are committed to it in a responsible way; it is up-front support and then
further support on the basis of community contribution. Responsibility is the name of our
commitment. The people of Busselton have asked for that and it has been guaranteed. All
the Government has said is that it will think about it -- "Vote for us and you will get it, don't
vote for us and you will not." That is exactly the line the Treasurer has adopted in his
campaign in the north of the State.

With regard to the Margaret River Hospital we have made our position clear: On our return
to Government a new hospital will be built -- not if, but or maybe. I understand Hon Doug
Wenn suggested that a nursing post should be established and he is the member for South
West Province. It is amazing that a member of Parliament would sell his own electorate so
far short. The Opposition has made it quite clear that it is committed to the establishment of
that hospital. That will happen in our first year of Government and we shall not set up a
nursing post. The Government has claimed that it is committed to the establishment of a
hospital at Margaret River and perhaps the Treasurer will make an announcement on that
subject tomorrow morning when he has a cup of tea with the people of Margaret River.

Ms Hodge: You had nine years to do something and you did nothing.

Ms MacKINNON: The Minister for Conservation and Land Management has now joined the
very long queue of Government members looking backwards.

Ms Hodge: We upgraded the Augusta Hospital when you did nothing about it.

Ms Brian Burke: And look at the advertisement the Liberal Party put in for the Kalgoorlie
election. Its opponent, if elected, will not be in Government. The Opposition promises
anyone anything when it suits them.

Mr MacKINNON: I cannot understand the Treasurer. He is at the front of the queue of those
looking backwards. The by-election is not being held in Kalgoorlie, but perhaps the
Treasurer has not yet caught up with things.

Ms Brian Burke: I could not see far enough backwards to find you.
Ms MacKINNON: No wonder the Treasurer wants to retire; he getting so confused and he is
living in the past. It is important to remember that the Government has not said it is not
committed to any one of the statements I have made. Government members may be grizzling
and groaning but they have not said that the Government is not prepared to make similar
commitments. We led the way with regard to the Bunbury entertainment and cultural centre;
the Government is not prepared to make a commitment with regard to extra police officers; it
would rather have television advertising, but the Opposition prefers police officers. The
Government criticised the Homeswest proposition but it is not prepared to say that it will not
implement it; however, I guarantee that it will do so before the next election. The
Government followed us in respect of Ludlow and Telecom -- the Government should be at
the forefront and not behind, In respect of the Busselton Jetty, if people vote for the
Government they might get it. And an announcement will probably be made tomorrow in the
dying days of the campaign about the Margaret River Hospital to shore up the Government's
flagging level of support which its polls have revealed in the Margaret River area. Finally, I
refer to the commitment we made at the start of the campaign with regard to launching a
school of tourism and hospitality studies at the Bunbury Institute of Technology. That is a
real initiative which will bring great benefits to the people of the south west.

Our commitments in the south west are quite clear; in no way are they extravagant in terms of
expenditure but they will deal with the real issues in the south west. On the other hand,
analysis of the Government's statements results in some surprising statistics. Since 8
September it has made 56 commitments in the south west.
Mr Brian Burke: List them.

Mr MacKJNNON: They will be listed tomorrow in the debate.
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Mr Brian Burke: You are making the allegation now.
Mr MacKIINNON: If the Treasurer wishes to give some credibility to his statements about
150 commitments and $570 million proposed expenditure by the Opposition, he should list
them.
Mr Brian Burke: They have all been listed and documented.
Mr MacKU-NNON: Will the Treasurer table that list?
Mr Brian Burke: The member for Victoria Park has it and I will ask him to give you a copy.
Where is yours?
Mr MacKINNON: Once I have the copy --
Mr Brian Burke: You show me yours and I will show you mine.
Mr MacKINNON: That is how credible the Treasurer is -- he is not prepared to back up his
claim. The Opposition will back up its claims during the debate tomorrow. The Government
is clutching at straws with its 56 commitments and expenditure of $54.5 million in the south
west, trying to shore up its level of support in the south west.
I have indicated to the people who have asked that we have run a tough campaign and
worked hard, and that we hope to win the seat, although I expect it will be a close result. My
prediction is a one or two per cent win. If the Government does not win South West Province
it will have wasted $54.5 million of taxpayers' funds in its attempts to win the seat. Also, I
estimate that in excess of $200 000 million of ALP funds has been spent in trying to shore up
its wasting political support. It will be a great loss to the Labor Party. Any defeat in the
south west wil be a defeat for the Labor Parry and the Treasurer in terms of the amount of
money it has spent in that area.
MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [3.28 pm]: In The West Australian today under the headline
"Potter's clubs to be sold" it states --

Laurie Potter's health-club empire finally collapsed yesterday as WA Teachers'
Credit Society withdrew all operational funding.

The aim of the receivers is apparently to sell the clubs which will leave more than 80 000
members as unsecured creditors. Earlier this year the Potter group bought out Fletcher's
health club for $2 million and borrowed the money from Beneficial Finance Corporation.
Apparently the Teachers Credit Society was unable to finance the $2 million owed to
Beneficial Finance and if Potters had not entered into receivership, it would have been forced
into that situation with regard to the Fletcher's acquisition. I was particularly interested in the
comment made by Mr Brian Fletcher, the previous owner of the Fletcher chain, who is
reported as follows -

... he had made a formal bid to regain control of his clubs.
I certainly hope that Fletcher's take over the club in my district which it previously operated.
It is confusing to see that same article saying that Laurie Potter could make a bid for
Fletchers. How it could make a bid for Fletchers --

Mr Brian Burke: May I --
Mr CLARKO: I am about to touch on the Treasurer. I am sure he will say something. Side
by side with that was an interesting article saying the Treasurer was found last Saturday
morning by a manager pedalling away in the Balga club when none of the other 82 000
members of the Potter's group had access to clubs. For some reason the Treasurer has his
own personal key. Members may think of Nero fiddling while Rome bums. In this case the
Treasurer of Western Australia is pedalling while all 82 000 members in Western Australia
are denied access to those facilities, although they have paid their fees, as has the Treasurer.
They do not have the key. I am surprised that the Treasurer has a key, and that he is so
insensitive as to go down there and be the only one of the 82 000 members of Fletcher's still
getting his money's worth.
Mr& Brian Burke: The key was given to me by Brian Fletcher three years ago. Are you a
member?
Mr CLARKO: I am a member. I may not look like it, but I do not think the Treasurer does
either. I gather that many of his frontbench members are also members of this scheme.
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Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: The member needs to build himself up.
Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: I can stand up more confidently on this subject now than I might have six
months ago. I am surprised that the Treasurer is so insensitive. I arn not suggesting there is
any malpractice in what he did.
Mr Brian Burke: You would not want to.
Mr CLARKO: I can suggest it if I want to, but I do not chink chat is the case. The Treasurer
was grossly insensitive to the rights of ordinary people who have been made the bunny -- in
this case the members. The Government has been particularly soft on this subject right from
day one. The Treasurer's colleagues have made various statements about how Potter's
should be kept going, but Dick Fletcher -- a civil servant -- is the only person in Government
circles who has come out and said anything which in any way encourages those people who
have been totally ripped off.
If members who are doing their money cold in this case had been ripped off with property,
with a motor car, with an insurance policy or in any other area, i am sure the Government
would have been very keen to act. I am intrigued why the Treasurer has not done anything in
respect of this case. Perhaps it is because the Treasurer is so close to the Potter's people that
he can get a key from dhem. That indicates he is tremendously close to the people in that
organisation. That may or may not be the reason, but the Government has been very soft on
the Potter group. It has not acted on this matter. The only reason the company is now being
placed in receivership is because of the threat through Beneficial Finance. This friend of the
Treasurer's --

Mr Brian Burke: Just let me --

Mr CLARKO: Just wait, I am supposed to be speaking. Brian Fletcher was a friend of the
Treasurer's. I have a guarantee signed by his company -- it may even be signed by Mr
Fletcher -- guaranteeing me life membership of the health club for at least 10 years. It says
this, irrespective of whether the club is sold. My club is now closed -- I have no key -- and
my $250 is done cold.
Mr Brian Burke: You tell me what the Government should do to Mr Potter or to Mr Fletcher.
Mr CLARKO: I will come to that.
Mr Brian Burke: No, tell us now.
Mr CLARKO: I have my speech to make and I will come to that matter. I want to point out
all the problems and then I will come to possible solutions. The Treasurer's possible
solutions are not necessarily mine.
Last night I watched the "7.30 Report" on ABC television. Laurie Potter was interviewed
and he stated that he sought a meeting with the Treasurer. I am very glad the Treasurer
interjected with that question.
Mr Brian Burke: I refused to see him.
Mr CLARKO: The Treasurer said he refused to see him. He said he did not get to see him.
Instead he met Mr Kevin Edwards of the Department of Premier and Cabinet.
Mr Brian Burke: Have you read tonight's paper?
Mr CLARKO: No, this is what I heard. [ shall be happy to answer some of these questions
but I cannot answer the lot because I have limited time. If the Treasurer gives me another
half an hour I will answer all of them.
MW Potter claims that Mr Kevin Edwards said to him, "We cannot afford to have Laurie
Potter's fail over-" I wrote this down last night. When Potter said something about the
Consumer Affairs Department, he said that Edwards replied, "Leave Consumer Affairs to
me." That is very interesting; one does not need much imagination to work out what it
means.
The third statement chat I wrote down because I thought it was as explosive as the other two,
was, "We will, in conjunction with the R & I, keep you going."
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Mr Brian Burke: Edwards has denied it.

Mr CLARKO: I have not read the newspaper; I am quoting what Potter said last nigh:. I call
on the Treasurer to determ-ine whether these statements were made -- I jotted this down
before [ rose to speak -- and if they were not made, to refute them.

Mr Brian Burke: You have called on me to answer. The answer is thar Edwards has said that
if Potter does not retract the statement, writs will be issued against him.
Mr CLARKO: The Treasurer is saying that we should believe Kevin Edwards, one of the
Treasurer's Labor Party cronies who was given the golden handshake. HeI was one of the
thousands of people rushing in for jobs. Anne-Marie Heine, for God's sake, was given a job
at $63 800 as a personnel manager. She has taught grade 3 or grade 4 primary school and
spent a few years as Secretary of the State School Teachers Union. Every other person in
Western Australia who has a position as personnel manager at $60 000 a year has a university
qualification or has been a personnel manager for 20 or 30 years, but the Treasurer picks out
one of his cronies and puts her into that sort of job. That is a classic example of his
disgraceful system of jobs for the boys or girls.

The Treasurer is saying that Kevin Edwards says Porter's claim is false. Porter says it is true.
Time will tell whom we should believe, or whether we should believe neither. Nevertheless,
an inquiry is needed. Some 82 000 people have been gyped as a result of the failure of the
Porter group. They were given no say in what would happen. Life members in many cases
have certificates. I suspect the Treasurer has a certificate like mine with these so-called
guarantees. Do they mean anything? Is Brian Fletcher reliable in any way? These are
questions to which the public want answers.

When Brian Fletcher sold his organisation to Potter, people like the Treasurer and I had
already purchased life membership. I take it that when the sale price was worked out the
Potter organisation discounted the membership value of that body in regard to the moneys
that we had paid. If that is so, there is somne obligation on Mir Fletcher as well as on
Mr Potter. Many people in my district, and perhaps also in the Treasurer's, are tremendously
concemned, and this has cost people a great deal of money.

If the Treasurer was listening to the "Sattler File" this morning rather than Monday morning,
he would have heard an e-employee -- a person at management level -- who apparently is
working for the Potter group at the moment without pay, stating unequivocally that lif
membership was still being vigorously chased by the Porter group one week before it went
into receivership. That is absolutely disgraceful. Take a company selling tiles, painting
houses or doing something else: If that organisation did certain things, and a week before
going to the wall it actively pressed people to increase their payments, certain members of the
fraud squad would be knocking on its doors.

I have received calls in my own home for other members of my family. One member of my
family received a call for each of the months of June, July and August, I think it was. The
caller said to this member of my family who had a five-year membership, "You have paid
$87.50 for five years; pay us another $199 and we will give you life membership." By the
end of that period they were saying, "Pay us another $150 and we will give you life
membership." The Treasurer should inquire into that vital issue.

Mr Brian Burke: This is important to you. You asked whom we believed. This is a letter
from Laurie Potter given to me now.
Mr CLARKO: I am on my feet.

Mr Brian Burke: He is withdrawing his comments.

Mr CLARKO: If the Treasuiret had liste-ned to What I said -- I have this written down -- he
would know that I said it demands an inquiry by the Treasurer. I did not say that that was the
gospel truth.

Mr Brian Burke: You said, "Whom do we believe? Jobs for the boys."

Mr CLARKO: I said that subsequently.

Mir Brian Burke: Laurie Potter has withdrawn his statement, so eat thar!

Mr CLARKO: What Potter said must have considerably upset the 82 000 members. If it has
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had die effect of forcing the Treasurer to get letters like that out, thereby giving a little more
solace to those 82 000 members, I am delighted that it has come forward. The Treasurer and
his Government have not done anything. The Treasurer was pedalling away on his bicycle
last Saturday in the Balga Fletcher's club. When 82 000 others were shut out, the Treasurer
was still getting his money's worth. So if I am to apologise for what I said, I do so, and I
think the Treasurer owes an apology to the 82 000 other members, if he has the courage to do
that.
Mr Brian Burke: I am perfctly happy to extend chat apology.
Mr CLARIKO: I think we are 15-all. A close investigation is needed by the Departmnent of
Consumer Affairs or another Government body into char statement about their trying to get
people into life memberships only a matter of days before they went into receivership.
There are thousands of stories of personal hardship by people who have lost money over the
collapse of the Potter group. A small businessman in North Beach advised me he had paid
$750 to the local health club during the past months to cover the membership of himself, his
wife, and one of his children. A Karrinyup businessman called into my office while I was in
Parliament last week and told my secretary he had just done $1 000 cold for himself, his wife,
and his two teenage daughters. A Marinion senior citizen rang me and said his
embarrassment was of a different kind. The Potter group offered a five-year membership for
$87.50 each to any group of five people who joined. He got four other people to join and
they received five years' membership for $87.50 each. He feels now that he has wasted,
stolen, or misused ocher people's money. He said that he felt sick in the stomach because he
had gone to those people and persuaded them to join an organisation which then collapsed. A
citizen who lives not far from me took out a life membership only two weeks ago, and there
was a story in the Sunday Times on 27 September of a girl named Julie. It was headed
"Julie's aerobics fling was a costly exercise". The article read --

Perth secretary, Julie Hoskins, is beginning to wonder if it's worth the expense to
become the "you you want to be".
She forked out $350 for the most expensive aerobics class she has ever had when she
joined Laurie Potter's Health Club.

Then Laurie Potter's took over Lord's health club, which was nearer to her home, and she
was told that for $100 extra she could transfer her membership. That came to $450. Then
she bought $100 worth of equipment and clothing, and she has done the lot, stone cold.
There is very little joy for these people to be told that life memberships have finished, that
they must pay an extra $20 or $30 a month, and that everything will be sweet.
It is four weeks ago today that the receivers were called in; that is, chat is what the newspaper
story said. However, a day or two later the newspaper said that officially the Potter group
would not go into receivership for another week, so really it is three weeks ago today that the
receivership incident took place. In an article in The West Australian on 23 September one of
the receivers is quoted as saying that he had "a very strong feeling" that the restructured
groups would be viable. That article also contained the following quote --

Existing life memberships look certain to be replaced by a pay-as-you-use system.
That sticks in the craw of the life members. The first step to save the struggling empire was
not to do anything about the people who caused all the problems, but to say to the life
members that their life memberships were now worth nothing and in future they would have
to pay an extra $20 or $30 a month. Apparently nobody worked out how much extra people
holding five-year or one-year memberships would have to pay. I have been a member for
about a year- It was supposed to have been longer but the building in North Beach was not
rinihed. I understand Laurie Potter's has been operating for about 19 years, so some people
could have been members for a very long time. However, they were all created the same,
whether they had been members for two weeks or for many years.
Nobody bothered to write to those members; that normal business procedure, or basic
courtesy, was not followed. Nobody told them of the new situation or asked them whether
they liked it or whether they could be accommodated in any way. This scheme stank, and it
still stinks. I quote from an article in The West Australian on 26 September --

The abolition of life memberships was the first public Potter Group change to be
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announced after Mr Laurie Potter requested the appointment of a receiver earlier this
week.

Fortunately the Department of Consumer Affairs advised the life members not to commit
themselves to paying any extra money, nor to sign any documents. The West Australian of
25 September said in its editorial --

The State Government has been slow to respond to the problem...

The editorial further stated that plans for a code of practice for health clubs was a step in the
right direction.

Mr Brian Burke: Be fair -- that did not mean slow to respond to the Potter's problem but
slow to respond to the code of conduct in the health studios.

Mr CLARKO: I would need to look at the editorial more closely. I think the Government
has been slow to respond overall. There is no question of there being a slow response to the
code of ethics. People from the WA Fitness Industries Association met with the previous
Minister, Keith Wilson, on 29 April 1986 and he agreed in principle to a code of ethics, as
they called it.

Mr Brian Burke: And Potters would not comply.

Mr CLARKO: These were the other people, because Potter did not belong to it.

Mr Brian Burke: I hope you are not going to forget your time, and that you will tell us what
the Government should do.

Mr CLARRO: I am coming to that. If the Treasurer did not interrupt I would have come to
it by now. Keith Wilson said that in April, and then the association had a lawyer prepare a
code of ethics. On 15 July 1986 it sent a letter to the Minister, and the Porter group, virtually
alone, I understand, refused to sign the code of ethics.

A letter was written back to the Health Studio Association by Mr Glanville, the
Commissioner for Consumer Affairs, dated 9 April 1987. It read --

Dear Sir

I refer to your letter of 1 April addressed to the Hon. Graham Edwards, the Minister
for Sport.

As you are aware, the formner Minister of Consumer Affairs suggested convening a
meeting for the Department of Consumer Affairs of major industry leaders to discuss
issues of concern relative to the health and fitness industry.

The present structure of the industry is in a current state of flux dependent upon the
extent to which the Laurie Potter Group of Companies acquires control over a number
of other operators.

Pending the resolution of that issue, it would be then more appropriate to examidne the
question of a meeting of industry personnel.
Yours faithfully

The letter was signed by P. R. Glanville. It seems to me that that was a Pontius Pilate letter --
he was washing his hands of the matter. Laurie Porter was in the middle of trying to gobble
up all of the major health studios and no doubt his aim was then to introduce higher fees. It
appears that here the action of the Department of Consumer Affairs, which I think otherwise
has contributed very well, is unsatisfactory. The letter is saying, "We are not going to do
anything about it because Potter may be able to get hold of more and more groups and
perhaps achieve dominance.' That is unsatisfactory.

The WA Fitness Industries Association has for a tong time sought to outlaw life
memberships. It has tried to introduce a maximum of three years' membership. I think about
14 clubs belong to that organisation, and Porter's is the only major one that has stood against
it.

I have said I feel that the Department of Consumer Affairs has been helpful in this issue, and
Dick Fletcher, the Commissioner for Consumer Affairs, is reported in the Daily News of 24
September as saying that some of Potter's Life members may not have to pay extra for the use
of facilities. The way the stories had been written in the paper, it was taken as a fait
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accompli that the life memberships were finished and that life members would have to pay an
extra $20 or $30 a month. He was the first official to make a remark supportive of the life
members. He referred to the Fletcher's scheme, which is appropriate for my district, whereby
life members were issued the guarantee I outlined earlier; namely, that they would receive 1.0
years' membership even in the event of a change of ownership. Mnother statement in the
article is as follows --

Mr Fletcher said the Potters life membership was also legally binding.

I spoke to the present Minister for Consumer Affairs on, I think, the last day before we rose
for the recent recess, and he led me to understand that he had received different legal advice,
so I found it most pleasing to hear Mr Dick Fletcher saying something different. The article
goes on to say about the Potter contracts --

"My legal advice is that these contracts are perfectly valid," Mr Fletcher said.

We get to a situation where very little has been done for and very few people have come out
in support of the 82 000 members. I do not know the number of them who are life members;
but whether they are life members for five years or one year, the doors are now shut to all of
them - except the Treasurer. I hope he has now given back his key after continuing to pedal
on alone while other members fumed. I hope that is all passed. These 82 000 people are
obviously most upset by what has happened.

When confronted with a problem like this, the first reaction of many people is to say we
should bring in a law; but if we brought in a law every time a business went bust we would
need a building the size of Fort Knox to contain all the various Acts. I look forward keenly
to what will be included in the legislation to be introduced by the Minister for Consumer
Affairs. If it merely has within it a code of ethics, or a code of conduct as I prefer to call it,
then as long as it is a worthwhile code and not just a child of the health industry, I will be
pleased. I know Ray Pitcher well and I respect him; I imagine that he as the owner of various
health clubs and having been in business for a very long time and being successful -- he has
not gone bust -- could draw up a code of conduct quite easily. But if any code of conduct
were not acceptable to consumers, the members of these clubs, I would not be happy with it.

Mr Brian Burke: You said you would tell us how you would overcome the problems faced
by these people with life memberships.

Mr CLARKO: I am doing that now; I am talking about the legislation. The Treasurer's
solution is to bring in legislation which I have not yet seen but which I am told will include a
code of ethics.

Mr Brian Burke interjected.

Mr CLARKO: The Treasurer can pick up his key and get back on the bike and pedal away
while everyone else is losing out; he is prepared to look after himself, He is like one of a
bunch of boys who rushes into the dining room when there is one apple on the table. Brian
Burke is the ftrst one to get his grubby hands on it and his friends miss out.

This code of ethics must not just be a child of the health clubs; it must be a code which
properly looks after the interests of members of health clubs. If we pass legislation that does
anything else we will let down the people of Western Australia and particularly the people
who are life members of health clubs. I do not agree that we should have legislation which
tries to set out all of the ways in which a health club could operate, with bonds and all the rest
of it, just because one organisation has failed -- others have failed in the past but that was
some time back. All sorts of businesses fail, but because a business fails, whether it be a
team of bricklayers or a builder, we do not immediately bring in a Bill to set out exactly how
bricklayers and builders should operate. We should not do this, either, for health cubs.

I do not agree that we should ban life memberships. We could have life memberships where
it was done properly, with the money being put into a fund so that everyone was protected. If
we act arbitrarily to ban life memberships we should perhaps ban the sort with which Laurie
Potter was involved; but generally speaking we do not want to have that form of business or
any other form of business in Westrn Australia locked into legislative controls which dictate
how they should operate.

Mr Brian Burke: The health clubs want life memberships banned.
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Mr CLARKO: Yes, and I can see why. They embarked on a war in which they did not need
to be involved, but they thought they did. Laurie Potter thought he could enter that war and
gradually take over the other clubs. If the Government had taken notice of the Registrar of
Building Societies when he told the Treasurer last December that the Teachers Credit Society
was mn trouble, this crisis might not have reached the depth it has. The Teachers Credit
Society lent money in funny ways to the Potter organisation last year. When Potters had
losses it simply cook out extra loans from the Teachers Credit Society to cover them. That
can be done as long as someone can lend the money to cover the losses. But unfortunately
something had to come to account, and it did with the Teachers Credit Society, and the
Government did not help by not doing anything, and this helped to compound the problem. I
will look very closely at the legislation forecast to be introduced by the Minister for
Consumer Affairs, and so will a lot of other citizens.

I take it that members of the Potter clubs have done their money. The Government, right at
the end, did nothing to assist them. I expect that the Department of Consumer Affairs
received complaints about this mailer well before the receiver was called in but that the
Minister did nothing and the Government did nothing. Dick Fletcher is the only person who
made statements like some sort of salve, but that did not do any good either because these
members, ultimately, have got nowhere to go. As my colleague the member for South Perth
might say, I find it amazing in the extreme to think that people should be called on to show
loyalty to the Potters clubs when they have had money taken from them and they have been
given pieces of paper guaranteeing them 10 years' membership at whatever club only to find
after whatever number of months they have been lucky enough to get in that their
membership is ended.
This is a crime and the Govemment should immediately set up a competent inquiry to ensure
that the public of Western Australia know all the details of this sordid affair.
MR MENSAROS (Floreat) [3.58 pm]: The very quietly-given warning by Mr Speaker
before this debate was resumned, and the equally quietly received warning, is one of the most
important factors to have occurred in this Budget debate. Every subsequent year as we
debate the loan Budget Bill there is a lesser and lesser proportion of the total moneys
allocated for capital works and used by different arms of Government being appropriated by
Parliament.

The Speaker's precise warning was that members cannot any longer query in the Committee
stage most of the capital outlay because there is no parliamentary appropriation for it. Indeed
if we look at this capital Budget under debate, near enough to $390 million is to be provided
by Parliament for capital works, yet the aggregate of the total capital expenditure by various
Government agencies is very much higher. Most Government instrumentalities, even some
of the departments, borrow outside the scope of this Bill.

The situation with Government instrumentalities under this legislation has developed along
the same lines as the situation with the Appropriation (Consolidated Revenue Fund) B ill
because, as I mentioned earlier, an increasingly larger number of instrumentalities have been
set up replacing what used to be departments. There is no need for the ongoing expenditure
of these instrumentalities to be appropriated by Parliament. They have other sources of
revenue. The Government is becoming less and less accountable to the representatives of the
people in this Parliament.
Mr Brian Burke: The Financial Administration and Audit Act was perhaps the most
far-reaching change to bring accountability to the operations of the Government that has been
made in the last 30 years.
Mr MENSAROS: That is only partly true because it laid down rules as to how various
instrumentalities should use non-appropriated moneys. A couple of decades ago all moneys
for whatever ann of Government were appropriated by the Parliament. I am trying to point
out a relationship between the Executive arm and the legislative arm of Government.

What is worse is the fact that it does not know how much more capital has been spent in
aggregate. There is no appropriation for it and therefore it cannot be found in the Budget.
One of the most classical and conservative departments, and indeed, one of the first
departments of this State was the Public Works Department. That department is now an
authority and its capital expenditure in this Budget appears, on the surface, to be around
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$28.3 million. Indeed, that is what Parliament will appropriate for the Building Management
Authority. However, after reading answers to parliamentary questions, papers, and
comments which the Speaker said chat we can query only during the second reading stage of
the Bill, it is obvious that the full appropriation is about $86 million. That former department
was the largest spender of public moneys. Only about one-third of its budget is now
appropriated by the Parliament. The same applies to every utility and most Government
agencies. We have been told that we will find the answers to our questions in the annual
reports. Despite the Financial Administration and Audit Act, to which the Treasurer referred,
the presentation of these annual reports is not coordinated; they are presented at different
times. In fact, they are notoriously late. Because of the Act, we begin every day of this
Parliament with the Speaker asking --

Mr Brian Burke: Hang on! They are mainly for extensions on the performance indicators.
When we introduced the legislation we said it would be several years before the performance
indicators were built up.

Mr MENSAROS: The fact remains that people axe incapable of being advised of the
aggregate indebtedness of the State for several years, in many cases. Despite the Financial
Administration and Audit Act, annual reports do not contain all of the information. A certain
amount of must has to go into reports, but there are grey areas which may not be put into
them. I have had some experience. I saw how they were worked out over a nine-year period.

There is also no public access to these reports because there is no place in Perth, except for
Parliament House which does not have a shop to sell them, where one can get all of those
reports. Some are not even available from the State Printing Division. When we attempt to
obtain this information by asking questions of Ministers we receive only scant answers. We
are told that the cost of researching the answer would be too high to warrant an answer or that
the answer is a commercial secret or chat the Minister simply does not know, as the Treasurer
has often said when asked questions about the WA Development Corporation. We are also
told that it is none of the Minister's business, the body in question being an independent
authority.

I believe that the amount of the Commonwealth's and State's debts is a very important
question. Over the last few years, people have become more and more interested in
Australia's indebtedness. Even the Government-supportive media acknowledge that this is
one of the greatest ills chat Australia has ever faced. The Governiment, in answer to a
question, told us that the State Energy Commission is seeking overseas advice about how to
reduce its debt. There is no doubt, therefore, that there is a problem. However, not only does
this Government ignore that problem, but also it apparently has no answer for it. It does not
even know how much it owes through its various agencies and instrumentalities-

How can we find out? I suggest that, short of employing a private research organisation to
ferret out chat information, we are unable to find out. I have tried to find out, spurred on by
one of my constituents who was asked to deliver a paper about the Perth to Kalgoorlie
pipeline at Coolgardie. He found out from historical facts that the capital cost of that pipeline
at the time it was built was about 35 per cent of the State's capital outlay and represented 25
per cent of the State's debts. That was pre-Commonwealth time. He asked me whether he
could compare that with the State's debt today. I tried to ask every Minister a question about
the aggregate debt of his or her instrumentality which is likely to use capital expenditure and
therefore borrow money. I did not receive one reply. The only reply was given by the
Treasurer who said that it would cost too much money to obtain the answer and that the
infon-nation would be available in annual reports, or that the Auditor General's report would
probably contain some information.

I believe, as a member of Parliament, that I amn entitled to obtain information on these
matters. It is interesting that, when I asked the same Ministers connected with the same
Government instrumentalities what was last financial year's capital expenditure and how this
capital expenditure was sourced -- whether it was sourced from the loan Budget or from
outside the loan Budget -- I did receive some answers. However, some answers may be
supplied later.

It is interesting that although all the instrumentalities are able to state what their indebtedness
was during the last financial year, allegedly without expending a tremendous amount of

4702



[Tuesday, 20 October 1987] 40

money, they are not able to say how much the aggregate is. If they have access to the amount
of money they have borrowed during one financial year, one would have thought they need
go back only a little further in their records to find the aggregate. That was not the case. As I
have said, I did not get answers to these questions. Neither we, nor apparently the
Governiment, have any idea of what is the aggregate debt of Western Australia.

This brings me to the question of how the executive arm of the Government -- the Treasurer
and his Ministers -- handle the legislative arm of Government -- in other words, their general
attitude to Parliament. I often think that if the Treasurer and his Ministers could experience,
for one month, the presidential system prevailing in America, where they have to lobby for
every single piece of legislation or amendment, they would change their attitude to members
of Parliament. At present, they sit on their high horses and ignore members of Parliament,
regarding them as subhuman beings when compared with their positions as Ministers. Their
attitude is a contempt of Parliament -- a mixture of arrogance and patronisation. At very best
one could say they are grossly impolite.

Their attitude appears to change according to which adviser they have. For example, the
Treasurer is an affable and polite man when he sits in Parliament, and gives his own answers.
When it comes to writing a letter, he is extremely polite. H-e must have the same advisers
who were there in the old Treasurer's Department. When it comes to handling parliamentary
questions, he must have another adviser who has the effect of making him stubborn and
contemptuous. This is not the ftrst time I have raised the matter of when members allegedly
direct a question to the wrong Minister. The point of the exercise is that the Government
should give an answer to the question publicly. However, the Government escapes doing that
by telling the member he has directed his question to the wrong Minister, the question will be
put to the appropriate Minister, and the member will receive an answer in writing. That
makes the member who, in many cases, asked the question on behalf of his or her
constituents, look stupid. It is an unacceptable attitude for the Government to adopt.

It is not always possible for the member to identify which Minister is responsible. The
Treasurer sent us the booklet spelling out the responsibilities of Ministers over Statutes and
authorities but this is superseded in many cases. I asked a question to the Minister for Budget
Management about Governiment office accommodation. I received a stereotype answer,
"You directed the question to the wrong Minister." The Minister for Budget Management is
identified in this booklet, which is the latest issue, and there has been no change indicated
since. There has been no change mentioned in the Government Gazette, and no notice has
been given to members.

Another point is that questions are answered very tardily. Some 4 questions on today's
Notice Paper have been postponed, and there are 38 questions for today. Approximately 120
per cent of the daily quota has been postponed. Questions are not postponed for only one or
two days; some of my questions are postponed for several weeks. I recall that when I sat on
the other side of the House, if a Minister postponed just one question of all the questions for
the whole day he was profoundly apologetic to the House. That never happens now. This
illustrates the difference in the attitude of the Executive to the legislature.

There is also the matter of the type of answers given. The typical response is to give no
answer or a tricky answer. I wonder what good this does to the Minister concerned. I give an
example which came from the Minister for Housing, from whom I would least have expected
such an answer. I asked him, in my polite way, whether he would be kind enough to give me
certain information. The answer I received was, "Yes, I will full stop." Although that was
correct grammatically, it showed preposterous arrogance on his part, Instead of using a polite
expression when answering members -- a practice which is dying out in this House -- he
expects them to simply ask what they Want to know, otherwise he will give them a similar
answer. A further practice, which is mainly exercised by the Minister for Police and
Emergency Services, is that of giving political answers. This did not happen during my
previous years in Parliament. If the Minister gives a factual answer to a question he adds to
it, "That shows how much better my Government is than yours was," or words to that effect.

Perhaps the Government does not realise that this behaviour lowers the standards of our
Parliament. The Speaker has often warned that standards should not be lowered. I make it
my business to draw these practices to the attention of people who are interested in and
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understand such things, and they take a very poor view of the Government. That might not
hurt the Government electorally but that should not be the only consideration of a
Government of the Crown.
On the same point, one of my questions, numbered 2060, was answered, "See reply to
question 2067.' Yet question 2067 was postponed, and 1 was not able to see the reply. I
wonder how the Minister who provided me with that "answer" would know what that reply
was when the answer to question 2067 was not tabled in the House.
There is no provision in the Standing Orders that Ministers must answer questions. They do
not have to answer questions. I suggest that instead of using these tricky, patronising and
very often childish ways, they should say, "I do not want to answer the question." That
would be perfectly acceptable, as the Standing Orders do not force them to give an answer.
I turn now to an entirely different subject. It will be a repeat performance, yet I do not breach
Standing Orders because I talked about this subject last year. I will repeat it as often as I
have the opportunity of doing so until I receive a satisfactory response from the Government.
The subject is very much tied in with the loan budget, and the capital works programme. It
regards the proposed North Dandalup damn. Every year the Water Authority of Western
Australia publishes a five-year plan. Every year the new construction of the North Dandalup
dam figures in that plan and, according to the latest five-year plan which was issued a few
weeks ago, construction will start within a few years. That will be the last major surface
reservoir constructed in the Darling Range. Its capacity will only be 20 to 25 million cubic
metres which will add only five per cent to the total capacity of all the surface reservoirs.
I maintain, as I have in the past, that if this reservoir is built it will condemn to death the
Murray River, the Murray delta and the existing estuarine residential area -- the resort, and
the future development of the playing area, which is the only water playing area for the
metropolitan population of Perth, apart from the Swan River.
Why do I say this? It is very simple. The North Dandalup River is one of the tributaries of
the Murray. When it is dammed, the Murray River will cease to flow. When the Serpentine
Dam was built the Serpentine River ceased to flow. When the South Dandalup Dam was
built, it was constructed on a major tributary of the Murray, and the result was that the
Murray River flow was halved. That resulted in a reduction in the flow of these two rivers
which flushed the Peel Inlet. The flow became a quarter of what it was before.
That coincided precisely with the growth of algae. It was not the farmers, but it was the
domestic residential developments and excessive resort developments on the shores of the
Murray and Serpentine Rivers and the blocking of the flow which ceased to flush out these
weeds in winter. Some of the fertiliser on the lawns in residential developments and the
effluent from french drains in the septic system washed into the river. That chemical nutrient
plus the reduced flow created tremendous problems with algae.
Everyone knew about the problem, and the farmers were blamed. But that is utter nonsense,
because the farmers have been there ever since white men came to Western Australia, and
they started earlier to use a different fertiliser. Furthermore, as time went on there were less
farms, not more, as more and more land was given over to urban or other development.
Members should ask people who know the area, who have lived there with their families for
three generations, for the cause of this tremendous problem in the estuary. All sorts of
suggestions are put forward, except, "Do not build the last remaining dam which would stop
the flow of the river."
That is tremendously important. Environmental studies will be made, but for what? We
should realise that we must protect not only species of fauna which are about to become
defunct -- the native forests and the flora -- but also the lifestyle of people who have acquired
rights. People equally deserve to be protected. If something is environmentally sensitive, if
it affects a forest or a few birds, a tremendous outcry is heard. But if it affects men and
men's lives, nobody cares. What should be considered, and considered very quickly, is
whether a five per cent increase in the total surface reservoir capacity, which represents an
increase of about one or two per cent in the total water resources -- remembering that more
than half the water we are using comes from groundwater -- is preferable to throwing away
all die investments which have been made recently in these parts in the homes and lifestyles
of the people, with all the water playgrounds for the metropolitan area.
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The engineers in the Water Authority of Western Australia will argue until they are blue in
the face that the dam should be built. They will show us all sorts of documents proving that
these fears amount to nothing; they will never happen. Many young engineers have never
built a dam and they want to build one. That is their sole reason for arguing for it. They winl
not tell us this, but having been in charge of public works for three years, 1 know that that is
their philosophy.

That attitude will prevail, because if the Government of the day simply takes in that advice
and does not look for other advice, this is what will happen. It will happen in exactly the
same way as it did with the Yunderup canals, against which I was very vocal some 19 years
ago, which will be remembered by only a few of the present members. The member for
Warren was here, but very few other members. I began to move motions and ask questions
about the Yunderup canals. I said the pumps would not circulate the water. I predicted that
the cost of continuous dredging would be prohibitive, and that there might have to be a cut
through the river, which would be disadvantageous.

I did not spend the time to look it up in Mansard, but the answer of Premier Tonkin was, .,No,
there will never be a cut between the canals and the river. We will demolish the bond around
this area." That has never been demolished. That is what parliamentary answers are worth,
because it goes on the advice of its engineers. No-one bothers to consult local people who
know the circumstances and what is going on. Instead they go on the best scientific advice.
but in this case that turned out to be absolutely wrong.

I understand from my colleague, the member for Munray-Wellington, that preparations are
already in hand to cut a waterway through to the canals because the people who pay the rates
to the local authority cry out, and the local authority is loth to pay further moneys towards
dredging, as are the residents. It comes back to what a simple backbencher predicted 20
years ago. The advice of the best scientists was accepted.

The same situation will prevail with the North Dandalup dam unless the Government takes
some notice of what has been said. This is precisely what I expect, after having raised this
subject not for the first time. I trust that some of the Ministers will look into it. He is
welcome to come to my place and I shall be happy to show him that what I have said is so.

MR LIGHITFOOT (Murchison-Eyre) [4.29 pm]: My contribution this afternoon to the
Budget debate is to be confined, although not entirely, to the goldmining industry in Australia
in general and in Western Australia in particular. The subject of gold has always held some
fascination for me, and indeed for perhaps all Western Australians, and most people in the
world. This is possibly far more so today and yesterday than it has been at any other time in
my history. One would pray at this stage that the Stock Exchange recovers from the
unbelievable catastrophe which has befallen it in the past several days of trading. It is
unprecedented in my 20 years' involvement with the Stock Exchange, although I do not think
that the fail is in any way parallel to the 1929 catastrophe, except that it could be a harbinger
of that.

Having said that, if I am wrong and it is, Western Australia and Western Australians are in a
particularly good position to weather any storm which may be created as a result of those
things which are outside the control of our Governments. One must remember that if one
takes the praise and the credit for creating, in Lord Jesus-like fashion, the jobs that the Prime
Minister has been so forthright in saying that he has created in his term of office, one must
also accept the blame for any dimninution of the economy and in the lost jobs which may
result from the devastation which has happened to the Stock Exchange over the last couple of
days.

Gold is a commodity which has been -used in trading since ancient civilization and by all
civilizations, even ones less sophisticated than the Australian economy, yet it still prevails.
The United States Treasury tried to demionetise gold in the early 1970s with regular auctions
of the metal then, and I wonder at what cost when gold was sold off for sometimes less -- and
often for not much more -- than $100 an ounce. It was a great mistake on the pant of the
American Admntistration to sell that metal, which of course was quickly taken up by the oil-
rich countries of the Middle East and others for less than a quarter of the price it is today; and
often the emerging banking powers of that time and today -- Switzerland, Hong Kong, and to
a lesser degree, Singapore -- also used their strong currencies to exchange paper money for
gold.
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I believe that gold will always play an important part in the monetary system of the world,
and given the happenings of yesterday and today, I can perhaps say that with even more
conviction.
Mr Brian Burke: I have asked Goldcorp to brief you on a proposal that we hope to bring to
Parliament shortly to establish a new State bank, which will be a gold bank which will
concentrate on exactly what the member is saying: The promotion of gold not as a standard
but as a currency.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: I cannot help but endorse a proposal of that nature, and I would like to see
the proposed legislation when it comes to this place. I must say that I do not give praise
lightly, as the Treasurer will readily acknowledge. If that is so and it does not reek of
ideological socialism, that can only be good for the State of Western Australia; so, subject to
those comments, 1 would endorse the proposal. although I cannot say what my party would
do. I assume it would do the same.

Several years ago when I was chairman of the Mines, Fuel and Energy Committee which
advised the Liberal Party on those subjects, I framed what was then, and probably still is, a
most comprehensive review of and suggestions relating to the industry. One suggestion was
that a Liberal Government should always retain the Perth Mint, which apart from some
superficial changes still operates, but under the name of Goldcorp, although there have been
some innovations with respect to that. So I am not opposed to, nor do I see, Governments of
a conservative nature participating entirely -- or not participating at all -- in the public sector.
There are positions that the Government can readily take up to enhance the State and the
industry, and one of those would be the involvement of Government at gold level.

One must recognise also that gold with the imprint of the Perth Mint, or Goldcotp in Western
Australia, with its four nines -- and there are only a few countries which can legitimately put
the four nines on their gold -- is readily acceptable anywhere in the world; and I trust that will
be zealously guarded by this Administration.

The commodity 1 am talking about is valuable because it is a rare, in-situ commodity in
commercial terms. Gold occurs in seawater and in most of our deserts. Gold also occurs in
the Sahara, the Kalahari and the Gobi Deserts, but thankfully it does not occur there in
anywhere near commercial proportions.

The Australian economy depends heavily on gold and wool at the moment. Wool exports
this year are expected to return more than $4 billion in income for this nation, and no-one
would suggest that Prime Minister Hawkce or his Administration created jobs or set the wool
price; nor could one suggest that the Prime Minister, apart from agreeing not to impose a gold
tax, was responsible for the international price that we enjoy here in Australia. We are
certainly riding on the sheep's back -- perhaps we could call it the golden fleece -- with those
two commodities.

I think it is expected that at the end of this year Australia will mine about $1.8 billion-worth
of gold at today's prices, 99.9 per cent of which will go overseas as one of our most
significant forms of hard currency. One could imagine how much worse the trade deficit
would be if it were not for that massive contribution, because gold is one commodity which
substantially reduces that deficit, although I must say it pales when one considers that the
national debt is approaching $120 billion.
Most of the gold produced at the moment -- and I say at the moment, because Queensland has
mooted that some time in the next decade it will pass Western Australia in gold production if
all the prophecies come true -- comes from Western Australia. When one considers that we
represent only about eight per cent of the population of Australia, yet we produce exports in
this State which represent 25 per cent of the nation's exports, one wonders why we are still in
the federation. I believe federation has failed for Western Australia. but that should be the
Subject of another discussion at another time.

The gold production which is mooted for this year is 75 tonines. In fact, the production may
be even higher-, we may mine an amount approaching 108 tonnes by the end of this year.
When one considers that we have the largest unexplored auriferous potential of anywhere in
the world, stretching from the Kimberley in the far north to the islands off Esperence in the
south, one could say without equivocation that our gold industry could well see Australia
replace South Africa as the free world's major gold producer. I believe that the 137
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new or rejuvenated mines which have opened since 1980 are of significant importance on a
world basis, and if that increase -- or even 50 per cent of it -- could be maintained, one could
see that the five per cent of the world's gold that we currently mine could easily be doubled,
trebled, or even quadrupled, although I do not propose that such a pace could be maintained.

Of coarse, the tax-free status of gold at the company level must continue, and I have no
reason to believe that it will not at this stage. As a result of that tax-free status and the hike in
the price of gold, exploration will be maintained on a massive scale, and that will bring with
it in the next two to four years the opening of many underground mines. We must remember
that the easily accessible, friable, non-refractory gold that is pulled from Western Australia at
the moment comes from open cut mining, but underground mining will bring with it a
different sort of expertise and a different demand for labour.

In the case of refractory gold, we will need roasters to free the suiphide from its sulphur
prisons. Of course, not all gold is refractory gold and not all gold mined from underground is
refractory, but a lot of the gold associated with the Golden Mile is refractory gold. We will
need head frames and winders; underground locomotives; open-stoping and conventional
underground mining methods, necessitating training in roof bolting; hard rock miners;
experts in refrigerating water and air for deep mining; different types of machine miners; and
underground surveyors. This will bring with it the need to train and import many experts in
the field for the purposes of X-ray and of testing winder cables -- something we do not have
in open-cut mining; for the servicing of underground specialised high-tech equipment; for the
supply of hi-tech batteries for the running of those locomotives underground for pollution
reasons; and all the other ancillary equipment for the rapid deployment and recovery of men
and women who need to be placed underground as quickly as possible for economic reasons.

I spoke earlier very briefly about South Africa. I will tell the House why I believe Australia
will emerge as the world's largest producer of gold. In South Africa we see a tragedy of
unequal proportions being enacted. There are 24 million blacks and some six million whites.
Both groups, within their ethnic parameters enjoy, by comparison, a high standard of living.
I have some details on that high standard of living. When I was in China, I was very
interested in the goldmining industry there.

Mr Thomas; They have some tailing dumps there, don't they?

Mr LIGHTPOQT: Yes, that is very astute of the member for Welshpool. When I was in
China, part of the problem we had to overcome was the costs of mining being split up into
various factors, one of which was the cost of labour. In China labour costs, in round figures,
about 100 yuan a month per man, comprising 60 yuan for wages and 40 yuan for keep. On
the official scale there are about 2.5 yuan to the Australian dollar. This meant that actual
wages were about $24 Australian a week, with a total labour cost of $40 to $45 a week when
one includes the cost of keep That is all they were getting -- $40 to $45 per week per worker.
Their counterparts in South Africa receive something in the vicinity of $200 per week per
mine worker; not $40. This is a substantial part of the reason why Western Australia has the
capacity to become the world's biggest producer of gold. As one goes deeper into South
African mines, one needs to mine a higher grade ore to make the exercise economic, but that
does not always happen because as one goes deeper the costs of mining increase. South
Africa is suffering the dreaded imposts of increasing mining costs plus increased wages.
That means that the ore grade must be raised from the depths -- remembering that South
Africa has the deepest mines in the world; some over 14 000 feet deep -- and the cost of
pulling that ore to the surface is tremendous. As the labour costs increase, the ore grade does
not necessarily increase in terms of the tonnage. The ore is selectively mined, which means
that the reserves run out far quicker. One does not have that problem in the good Communist
countries like China, where workers are paid $40 a week Australian, instead of the $200 a
week that black workers in South Africa receive.

I have other figures and I am surprised that theme are not more interjections so that I could
read them out. Blacks on the one band enjoy relatively high wages in South Africa -- some
of the highest, if not the highest, on the African continent -- they enjoy, relative to their black
brothers, a very high standard of living; they have the highest per capita number of university
graduates on the African continent; the greatest degree of professional employment; the
longest life span; the lowest infant mortality; and the highest rate of home ownership; they
are the richest per capita and they have the greatest number of hospital beds per capita. The

4707



4708 [ASSEMBLY]

list goes on. On the other band, I am quite aware that political power is largely concentrated
in the hands of the six million whites. What will happen there? The world, because of the
domination of blacks in the United Nations, is hell bent on destroying that way of life by
insisting that the ultimate in advancement is a vote for democracy. In respect of democracy
we have seen what has happened to other African nations. There is one, possibly two, of all
the myriad nations in Africa that have democracy. In other words, the world wants chaos and
with that chaos will come mass murder and a massive loss of life, If they have their way,
there will be acivil war and then there wilbe the vote at the end of itall--there will be one
vote, one man, one time. Then the situation will arise, like an atrophied black phoenix, from
the ashes of South Africa where longevity is decreased, child mortality is increased,
university graduates decrease, and the employment of blacks changes to rampant
unemployment. However we could say smugly to ourselves that we have discharged our
responsibilities and have given the blacks the vote for once in their lives.

Mr Cash: There are clear examples of that in adjoining countries.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: There is. The adjoining countries claim to be upset with apartheid --
which incidentally I do not endorse; I repudiate any suggestion that I do -- but there are clear
examples of the bordering States, into which our national airline, Qantas, no longer flies,
trading with South Africa. Now we are to stop South African Airlines flying into Australia,
at a cost of $20 million a year, largely to be borne by Western Australia. This has come
about because of the stupidity of the Canberra Government. It is an act of crass hypocrisy
Mr MacKinnon: How can the Treasurer support stopping those flights while he supports
continuing the Anglo-American operations here?

Mr LIGHTFOOT: As the Leader of the Opposition has said, how can the Treasurer support
the cessation of those flights while he supports the equity of the Anglo-American subsidiary?

Mr Brian Burke: I support the Federal Government's ban on South African Airways. In
respect of Anglo's operations in the goidmining area, for example, is it not better that we take
15 per cent or 20 per cent of their operations and convert them to Australian ownership and
benefit, even if you, like me, are opposed to apartheid?

Mr LIGHTFOOT: I have no problem with any South African company raking equity in
Australia, particularly in the mining field. They can teach us a lot.
Mr Brian Burke: Can you not see the difference between the two? We cannot take a
proportion of South African Airways and own that but we can take a proportion of that and
convert it to Australian ownership.

Mr LIGIHTFOOT; If that mitigates the Treasurer's conscience, that is fine but I do not see
any difference. I fail to see why someone in Canberra can tell this State that they cannot have
South African Airlines flying in here. That deprives this State of $20 million a year for every
fully-loaded jumbo that flies into Perth. If Canberra wants to subsidise us and pay back that
money to the businesses here, it is a different story altogether.

A Government member: Are you a secessionist?

Mr LIGHTFOOT: Of course I am a secessionist. Federation has failed.

Mr Brian Burke: I have news for you. It just happens that we are a federation. The
Commonwealth can, for example, declare war, and we will have to fight.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: I am quite aware of that but I think it is a disgrace that a little man in
Canberra can do that.

Several members interjected.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: The Treasurer can talk in a moment, but there is the paradox of South
African Airlines' experts flying up to Zimbabwe to service the jets that land there. What sort
of hypocrisy is that? The impost of the ban on South African Airlines will be borne by the
people of Western Australia. We will be $20 million a year worse off for every jumbo jet
that fails to fly to Perth each week. The Government will not beat the ban anyway; people
will fly to South Africa from Singapore or Mauritius. Other nations will take it up but
Western Australians will miss out, simply to satisfy the ego of the silver budgie in Canberra.
Mr Brian Burke: You said a minute ago yourself that Western Australia will be in a better
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position than the rest of the world and most States of Australia to withstand any crash on the
Stock Market.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: We are, and thank God for that.

Mr Brian Burke: And that is because we have had a good Government.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: Socialism did not put the gold in the rocks in Kalgoorlie.

Notwithstanding my abhorrence for the duplicity of Mr Hawke, it is an ill wind that blows
no-one any good. I believe this island nation, even through its present Government, and
perhaps in spite of the Government, will survive better than any other nation on earth.
Considering the economics of world trade, the diminishing markets for other raw materials --
should South Africa reach the point of chaos -- will be picked up by this nation. The
commodities fundamental not only to South Africa's economy but also to the Australian
nation, are coal, iron ore and diamonds. The Kimberleys are named after the South African
area with similar demography, and I am surprised that we took such a long time to become a
significant producer with the biggest diamond mine in the world. Of course, we have much
more in common with South Africa than perhaps our European origins. Our nation was once
part of that massive continent of Gondwanaland when we were joined to the Antarctic and
Africa.

The economic advisers to the national Government would say that because the markets for
iron ore and coal which are inextricably bound together are diminishing, we should be
looking for bigger markets for Australian gold. I was pleased to hear the Treasurer preempt
what I believe was to be an announcement tomorrow. The Treasurer said a bank would be
established -- I think he said -- "based on gold", and perhaps this needs explaining with
respect to the embargo on South Africa. I do not agree with that but if one were to
hypothesise that the Australian economy could be improved by chaos in South Africa, one
could easily see the motives behind the Hawke Government's recent and continued
denigration and isolation of South Africa. Australia would be the next best country to pick
up those commodities that South Africa exports and needs to survive and to maintain its
standard of living. However, this Government pays no heed to 24 million blacks in South
Africa who will be those affected first, and those who are joining the unemployment queues
at the moment. It is interesting to ponder whether that is not the reason behind the failure to
back South Africa in any way if reformed. No credit is given to South Africa for its reforms.

I disagree vehemently as do, I imagine, my colleagues on those tactics if they are in fact the
motives of the Hawke Government to enhance and enlarge this economy with respect to coal,
iron ore and diamonds, by indirectly contributing to chaos in South Africa; notwithstanding
all the criticism of South Africa, there is a flourishing black middle class there. I am not an
expert on South Africa; I have been there several times and I enjoy the country. I find it a
particularly beautiful country and I would advise anyone who has the means, to go there.
They should perhaps join some of the Labor and Liberal members of Parliament who have
been there in recent times.

South Africa may not always be in the condition that it is today; although from my
experience South Africans are a tenacious people who will fight and probably maintain what
they have hacked out of the wilderness. Not all the blacks in South Africa go along with the
murderous, Communist, necklacing African National Congress. Getsha Buthelesi, the
paramount chief of the Zulu subnation, would rather opt for the Botha regime than for the
African National Congress.

The Australian national Government played an important part in the continuation of the
burgeoning goldmining industry here- when it failed to reach agreement with its left wing
members and impose a tax on gold. I trust that that will always prevail; in fact, the question
should not be asked, "Why should not gold be taxed?" but rather why we should not have a
tax free status on other commodities, such as nickel. Such a status would allow the reopening
of Leinster where the township sits on the biggest single deposit of sulphide nickel ore in the
world.

Mr Thomas: Does the member think that will result in the reopening of Leinster?

Mr UIGHTFOOT: When I said "tax-free" I did point out -

Mr Thomas: If there are no profits there would not be any taxes.
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Mr LIGHTFOOT: That is not right. What about the fuel consumed? What about the 67c in
the dollar? The mining industry pays a massive amount of tax, including fringe benefits tax,
and fuel and electricity charges. That is a subject for another speech, but this Government
has been derelict in its duty in respect of Leinster; that is the tragedy of 1986.
Mlr Thomas interjected.

Mr LIGHTFOOT: I think the member for Welshpool should brush up on what he thinks is
tax and what he thinks is not. It is quite clear that Leinster could reopen if the Government
put its mind to it and gave Leinster tax-free status and the people up there a tax-free holiday.

I believe we will replace South Africa one day as the world's leader in the production of
gold. Remember that South Africa produces about 69 per cent of the free world's gold, or 42
per cent of the total gold mined in the world. Areas in Australia could equal that; I believe
we have disturbed only five to 10 per cent of the auriferous country in this State. We have a
massive future. I hope that both Federal and State Governments, be they Labor or Liberal,
endorse and back the goldnining industry.

MR BLAIKIE (Vasse) [4.51 pm]: Elections mean different things to different people but
people of South West Province have never had such a wonderful time as during the last few
weeks. Times are not so good in Margaret River where people want a hospital and the
Government refuses to make a decision; or in Busselton where the Government says it will
not make a decision on the jetty until after the election. However, hundreds of other people
have been subjected to the biggest birthday party the south west has ever known. It is
interesting to see the numbers of Ministers flying in and out with a "refreshing", new-found
interest in the south west, meeting constituents and hosting the Government functions.

Mr Lightfoot: The Government has also discovered Cascoyne.

Mr Brian Burke: Is the member not concerned that the Government has?

Mr BLAIKIE: We could talk about the Boston tea party.

Mr Brian Burke: Who talks about the Boston tea party?

ACTING SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BLAJKIE: The tea party that the Government is putting on in South West Province is the
party to beat all parties. It is interesting that the Treasurer is interjecting and crying to draw
me off the particular course of debate I am following. The Government has invited scores of
people to different functions to enjoy the Government's hospitality. I want it recorded in
Hansard that when the Government talks about its hospitality it is the taxpayer who is paying
for it. The south west has never seen an election campaign such as the current campaign and
it has never experienced or enjoyed the number of functions hosted by the Government.

Madam Acting Speaker (Mrs Henderson), you have an interest in the environment. An
amazing thing happened last week when the Minister for Environment certainly won brownie
points. Talking about tea parties -- about 18 months ago the Government moved to create the
Ludlow National Park. In the heat of this election campaign the Government decided the
time was right to have the opening of this national park and that took place last Friday.

Mr Hodge: That national park was created last Friday. Get your facts right.

Mr BLAIICIE: The Minister said that the papers were signed last Friday, but the decision had
been ratified by the Parliament some 18 months ago. Between 45 and 50 workers from the
Department of Conservation and Land Management were invited to a tea party and they were
astonished to see the Minister climb a muart tree to be photographed with his arms around the
tree and with him kissing it. What a hard act that was to follow! Joe Wheeler from The West
Australian said to the Minister, "Can you move a little closer," and there was the Minister
who was three or four feet up the tree with his arms around the tuart tree. The workers from
CALM were astonished and they said to me, "If you were the Minister, would you kiss a
tree?" I said, "Not on your life and certainly not for the price of an election." They said, "I
suppose the Minister has to prove a point."

Even more interesting than that, about half an hour later the Minister visited one of the most
modern timber mills in Western Australia. At this mill a log can be cut up in one minute. Do
members know what happened on that occasion? The Minister refused to be photographed at
that modem timber mill because he did not want to damage his image.
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It is a pity that the Minister for The South West is not in the House this afternoon. About
three weeks ago he was invited to Margaret River by a very dedicated group of people who
were opposed to the development of an airstrip at Margaret River. Only 12 months ago die
Minister's views about an airstrip in that town were very well known. At that time he was
going to stand on his dignity and he said that he would not allow one or two greenies to stop
this development. The Minister said that he would put them in their place. Yet, three weeks
ago they invited him to morning tea in the bush. The Minister attended, viewed the orchids
and everything else and said that he could not understand how anyone in their right mind
would want an airstrip developed in that town. Is it not amazing to see the moods of
CGovernrment change when it is convenient for it to change? That is exactly what the people
in the south west have seen. Apart from wanting a new Margaret River Hospital and the
repairs to the Busselton Jetty the people in the area can have anything. They have only to
ring one of the Treasurer's minders with a request and it is put on the shopping list.

Mr Brian Burke: Whom do they ring?

Mr BLAIKIE: They need only ring Baden Pratt -- he does a good job for the Treasurer in die
area.

There is a subtle difference between the way in which the Liberal Party conducts its public
campaign and the way in which the Labor Party conducts its campaign when in office. The
Liberal Party ensures that people pay to attend the functions, but with the Labor Party in
Government people do not have to pay. That is the difference between the two parties and I
object to the way in which the Government operates. I believe it is abusing public funds. In
due course the public will reject the actions of this Government. Last Friday night I attended
a function hosted by the South West Development Authority.

Mr Peter Dowding: Did you pay?

Mr BLAIICIE: No,!I was invited along with a couple of hundred other people. The function
was held to announce the successful tenderer for lots one and two. While the function took
place in the election mode, I believe the Government was using that time for its election
purposes. The Government can, by all means, make announcements during an election
campaign, but it should not put on afternoon teas, luncheons and free meals.

Mr Peter Dowding interjected.

Mr BLAIKIE: It is all very well for the Minister for Works and Services to make his
comments. He is entitled to his point of view, which I do not reject, and I am entitled to
mine.

I wish to raise a couple of other matters in this debate, one of which concerns the bridge over
the Lennox drain in Busselton. Some months ago it was anticipated that the Government
would fund this project. The bridge is situated over a drain on Bussell Highway and it is
adjacent to the Busselton High School. It is cause for concern to the local shire, the
community and the P & C association that the build-up of traffic is such that it is causing a
significant traffic hazard. The local high school commurenced writing to the Governmient as
early as April this year. It indicated that there had been two serious accidents involving
students and that the parent body was concerned that more serious accidents would occur.
On 10 April the Executive Officer of the Busselton Senior High School wrote to the
Government as follows --

The bridge is two lanes only. It carries all North/South and East/West traffic passing
through Busselton. The highway itself is considerably wider, thus creating a severely
hazardous bottle neck.

The response from the Minister for Transport, -who unfortunately is not in the House at-
present, was that he would receive a deputation from members of the shire and Hon Doug
Wenn, te member for South West Province and myself at the end of May. The meeting was
held in the Tower building in Bunbury. During the deputation the Minister informed the
representatives from the shire and others attending that the reason Binding had not been
granted was that the particular intersection did not have a high enough accident rate to
warrant priority financing. If my memory serves me correctly, the Minister said that it was
about number 23 on a list of hazardous intersections from all over the State. What he really
meant was that if there had been another two or three serious accidents, or a traffic fatality on
this intersection that services the Busselton High School it would have been an immediate
priority and the work would have been carried out.
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That is the point I wish to relate to the House, and it is the very point that the parents and
citizens association and the shire council have been trying to relate to the Government. It is
not a question of whether a serious accident will happen at this intersection, it is simply a
question of when. A determination must be made by the Government to ensure that funding
is available for the widening of die bridge before there is a very serious accident. The high
school parents and citizens association was quite concerned and wrote to the Minister on 24
August as follows --

A The overall growth in population in the Busselton area demands a more
positive approach to cope with the increased traffic flow.

B The enrollment of Busselton Senior High School is now in excess of 800
students compounded by the opening of a new primary school off Queen
Elizabeth Drive this year with a third school to open next year in the same
vicinity.

Although theme are 800 students at the school this year. it is expected that the number will
increase to 900 next year and there will be an additional school, the students of which will
travel through this intersection. That means 1 100 to 1 200 students will travel through that
intersection during peak school periods. It is a matter of high priority. The letter also
stated --

The association requests that urgent consideration be given to widening the Lennox
Bridge to solve the grave traffic problem. There have already been serious accidents
and before theme is a fatality, the situation desperately needs attending to. We urge
you as Minister for Transport, to pave the way for the remedial attention warranted.

We are seeking your help in this serious mailer and await a prompt and constructive
reply.

To date no prompt or constructive reply has been received. I share the concern expressed and
believe theme is a definite need for remedial action by way of funding. Both the Minister for
Transport and the Minister for The South West have visited the area, and the Minister for
Education is also very much aware of the problem. If for other no reason than the by-

election campaign, one would have expected funding to be granted to alleviate this serious
traffic problem and action should take place now.

1 also raise concern with regard to the Western Australian Meat Commission. In recent
months there has been a great deal of controversy within the producer organisations about the
appointment of the chairman to the Meat Commission. Mr Laurie Connell was subsequently
appointed to represent the producers of livestock. The farming organisations were very
critical of the appointment at that time. I am quite prepared to give Mr Connell, with his
wide commercial expertise, a chance to settle into the job and to carry out the important
functions of chairman of the commission. On 13 October I asked the Minister for
Agriculture a series of questions in question on notice 1967. 1 asked who were the members
of the Western Australian Meat Commission, when they were appointed, and what interests
they represented. The Minister replied that Mr Connell was appointed during August; Alex
Payne was appointed because of his industrial relations expertise in July -- we all know he is
with the meat workers union; Mr McMullan, an accountant from York, was appointed in
July; Brian Clabbedy, representing the Government, was appointed on I July; and Ian Flack
was appointed general manager on I July.

I sought further information about the number of meetings held. Although Mr Connell was
appointed in August he did not attend the August or September meetings. That is of some
concern although Mr Connell may have had valid reasons for his non-attendance. The period
during which those meetings were held was of vital importance to the meat industry of
Australia generally and certainly Western Australia, when it was in great jeopardy as a result
of the pesticides problem. I have not commented on the pesticides issue to date although a
number of my colleagues have, but I have certain points of view which should be recorded
about die directions in which the industry should go.

The south west area is worst affected and one can compare the feelings of those in the mural
industry when their meat was held up in America and tested for pesticide residues, with those
involved in the current share market crises around the world. The farmers had a product they
could not sell; the American market is the most important meat export market for Australia
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and the Australian name was being severely downgraded around the world. The land of
potato growers was worst affected. Subsequently the activities of the State Energy
Commission received a great deal of attention in their treatment for white ants of the large
number of electricity poles in the south west.
Property owners whose cattle have higher than acceptable residues of pesticides have been
identified, and the properties have been quarantined. Another group of fanners in whose
cattle pesticide residues have been found have been put on a separate list. The disturbing
feature is that export abattoirs will not buy the stock of livestock producers in whose cattle
pesticide residues have been detected, whether or not the level is above the accepted level.
This major problem affects farmers with any contaminated cattle.
Much has been said about the level of financial support the Government has given the
industry; it was pathetic -- too little too late. Not enough assistance has been given to the
industry, especially in comparison with the assistance given to the racing industry --
$585 000 -- as a result of the elephant juice scandal. That assistance was given with no
strings attached, and as far as I am aware the racing industry is not forcing its members to pay
a subsidy on each horse they own. However, a levy is being imposed on the cattle industry.
At the moment that levy is $2.50 a head and there is talk that it will rise to $12 to $ 18 a head.
[ query why farmers should have to pay a levy of that nature; it is an important function of
antimal testing in which the Government should be involved in a subsidisation scheme in a
major way. In due course the only way that farners whose cattle have been tested and found
to be clear of residues of pesticides will be able to sell those cattle to export works is by
providing a certificate stating that the cattle are clean. It costs farmers something like $40 a
head to have the test carried out. The Government should come to the party and establish a
subsidisation scheme whereby it picks up the tab for at least half of the cost of that testing.
Until those cattle are tested they cannot be sold because there are no buyers available for
them. Until the cattle are tested they will remain in the paddocks and be a major burden on
the property owners. I my view it is very important to ensure that any clean cattle available
can be sold and moved on, and there must be some incentive to encourage tanners, first of all
to test, and secondly to have some sort of financial assistance in this regard.
The Government is pretty quick to bail out the Teachers Credit Society, or to help the
coalinining industry with subsidisation of stocks of coal, or to assist with the subsidisation of
metropolitan transport. The assistance in all those areas amounts to hundreds of millions of
dollars, yet for the scheme I am talking about here $4 million or perhaps $5 million would be
of tremendous benefit to the livestock industry and to the farmers to whom it has been
indicated that their cattle may have levels of pesticide residue. It would enable them to have
the cattle tested and then to sell certified clean cattle in the marketplace. It would be up to the
farmer to decide what to do with the cattle that are not clean. He could keep them for three to
six months in the hope that the pesticide levels decrease, or take some other action, but at
least he should be able to identify clean animals and get them out of the way to the market, If
a property owner has 300 or 400 head of cattle ready for the marketplace, it is a big limitation
to ask him to pay $40 per head to have them tested. I believe there is a valid case for the
Goverrnent: to step in and assist.
The final point I raise relates to the Margaret River Hospital. Last week I brought to the
House a petition signed by residents of that community relating to the hospital, saying it was
in need of replacement. I have brought forward in this House the matter of the Margaret
River Hospital over a number of years. While the Leader of the House accused the
Opposition the other night of not looking for original material and of plagiauising
newspapers, that is precisely what I intend to do in the few minutes I have remaining to me
because, while I have raised the issue, I am simply going to incorporate in Hansard the issue
that has been raised in the local media -- how the local media have viewed the need for a new
hospital and how they have assumed what the Government was going to do.
In the Augusta-Margaret River Mail of 26 August 1987, under the heading "Both parties
pledge a new hospital in the by-election battle for votes", the following sentence appeared --

The Margaret River Hospital resumed the status of a political football this week as
both sides battled for votes in what is a most important by-election.

The article went on to say -
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"I am hopeful that funds to finalise the detailed planning Of a new health facility will
be set aside in the forthcoming State Budget," Mr Taylor said.

Only two weeks later, in the same newspaper on 9 September there was a heading, "Budget
expected to rake a step closer to a new hospital". The article read in part --

The State Government is expected to take a step closer to building a new hospital in
Margaret River when the budget is announced tomorrow (Thursday).
Government sources said this week that money would be put aside in the budget to
complete the plans for the new hospital.

I indicate clearly to the House that when one looks at the capital works Budget papers, on
pages 14 and 15 under the heading "Health" is set out the capital works programme for the
ensuing year. When we look through the areas where erection of the hospital buildings
should be referred to, we see mention of Lockridge, Mandurah, Mt Henry, Mullewa,
Noonkanbah, and Norseman, but there is not a solitary mention of Margaret River. Yet the
Government has said time and time again that funds have been set aside. The Busselton-
Margaret River Times of Thursday, 8 October said in an article headed "Minister repeats
hospital promise" --

Community emotions axe running high after recent political wrangling over the
proposed Margaret River hospital.

Fears the new hospital would not go ahead at all were allayed by Health Minister Ian
Taylor who said project details would be announced a week after the impending by-
election.
"The Premier and I made commnitments to the Margaret River redevelopment well
before the rather heated atmosphere which always seems to accompany by-elections,"
said Mr Taylor.

Further on in the article mention was made of the shire clerk of the Augusta-Margaret River
Shire Council. The article went on --

This claim was disputed by shire clerk Ken Preston who said no commitment about
the new hospital had ever been given to the council.
"No time has been set or funding plans given to us,". he said.

"All I know is $100,000 was allocated for the planning of the hospital, but no further
details have been received."

He then went on to say --

It looks Rie blackmrail of the electorate to us," he said.

"The by-election aside, we would have expected more of a formal commitment from
the Government."

So the shire believes $100 000 has been set aside in the Budget, but there is nothing. The
Government said money had been set aside. If the Treasurer, or his Minister, or any of his
merry men or women, can indicate where the $ 100 000 w ill come from, they will have no
argument from me. I would be absolutely delighted to see money allocated in the Budget for
the hospital. On the afternoon the Budget was brought down, but before the Treasurer
introduced it, I said to the Minister for Health, Mr Taylor, "Thanks in advance for the
Margaret River Hospital. I believe that at last you are going to go ahead and do it, and I want
to thank you in advance for putting it in the Budget." Much to my amazement and to the
amazement of the community I represent, there was no hospital, no announcement, and no
money.

The Government has pork-barrelled Bunbuxy to the point of absolute indecency -- whatever
that community has wanted, it has received. That community has shown a growth rate but
there has been a more remarkable growth rate in the Augusta-Margaret River Shire, and
particularly in the town of Margaret River. That town has shown remarkable growth in spite
of the Govenrnent, not because of it. The time has come for the Government to look at the
health and welfare of the people, to stop playing politics, and to get on with its obligation to
provide this community of decent people with a service that is long overdue and to which it is
entitled.
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[Questions taken.J

Sittin g suspended from 6.03 to 7.15 pm
MR LEWIS (East Melville) (7.17 pm]: In my contribution to the debate on the
Appropriation (General Loan and Capital Works Fund) Bill I wish to touch on three areas:
First, education matters within my electorate; secondly, the duplicity of the Government and
its basic dishonesty in the way it has presented previous Budgets and Estimates and not
carried through its undertakings; and thirdly, I would lie to explain the Opposition's policy
on home purchase for long-term Homneswest tenants.

The matter in my electorate relates to the Booragoon Primnar-y School, which you, Mr Acting
Speaker (Mr Thomas), are very well aware of. The school is approximately 18 years old and
was built to serve the needs of the people who live in Myaree and Alfred Cove. In those days
it catered for a school population of approximately 200 to 250 pupils. During the 18 years
the demography changed, the pupils grew older, and for a short period the number of pupils
at the school diminished. Bearing in mind that libraries and activity areas are considered a
necessity in primary schools, approximately eight years ago the school convented two
classrooms to a library. When the new subdivision of Booragoon carne onto the market there
was rapid development of housing estates between Clenments Road and Riseley Street, and
Davy Road to Leach Highway; and the need for the Booragoon Primary School was again
apparent.

Thirteen years ago the Education Department anticipated the need for another primary school
within the catchment and resumed a parcel of land in Allerton Way, Booragoon in order to
satisfy the need for primary education for smudents in the newer part of Booragoon. In the
course of revising its planning, the Education Department believed that the proposed new
school in Booragoon would not be required and that children in the area could be adequately
placed at the old Booragoon school. I cannot argue with that decision; in fact, it was
probably the right use of resources notwithstanding that many people had bought blocks of
land on which to build new homes adjacent to the proposed new school site with a view to
their children attending that school. Of course, they were disappointed, and rightly so. If I
had purchased a property with an expectation that a school would be built reasonably close to
my home, I would be disappointed if that school were not erected. However, at the time the
existing Booragoon Primary School was operating under capacity. The new Booragoon
estate was taken up very quickly by families with young children, and today the Booragoon
Primary School has more than 300 students and about 48 pre-primary students. The school,
built 18 years ago and with two classrooms convented to a library, is now totally inadequate.

The parents and citizens association of the school wrote to the Minister for Education in
March pointing out the inadequate facilities which existed in the old school and the fact that a
school with those numbers and of that type required covered assembly areas, upgraded staff
facilities, a first aid room, and two additional classrooms, or otherwise a new library, so that
the old classrooms being used as a library could be turned back into classrooms.

The Minister did not argue with the need, and his department also saw that the school should
be upgraded to a class 1 primary school. Unfortunately, the Minister wrote back and said,
'Notwithstanding the need, there axe no funds available and there is no provision in the future
for them to be made available." The parents and citizens association approached me and I
wrote to the Minister asking him to reconsider the matter. The Minister replied basically in
the same terms, saying that he accepted that the facilities at the school were inadequate, but
regretting that no funds were available. I was very disappointed with that. I felt that because
Booragoon is part of the East Melville electorate, and obviously a conservative area with a
reasonably high conservative vote, the Minister was possibly discriminating a little.

Mr Pearce: That is rubbish! That does not enter into the judgment.

Mr LEWIS: I will give an example in a moment. I again wrote to the Minister and put to
him the case that the parcel of land which had been resumed from a developer for the
proposed Bouragoon Primary School had two or three months previously been sold for
$900 000. The Education Department recognised the need for the facility, and also that the
existing Booragoon school could properly handle it if it were upgraded and made adequate.
The Education Department, obviously with the imprimatur of the Minister, sold a proposed
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school sire -- which was, hitherto, deemed to be needed, and I am quite sure was at the rime,
and probably still is, as this school has run down -- for $900 000. The Minister has the gall to
write to me and tell me that there are no funds to upgrade the existing school which is
hopelessly overcrowded.
Mr Pearce: What a donkey you are! Any money made by selling off school sites which are
surplus to requirements is used for purchasing new school sites.
Mr LEWIS: Why, within one particular catchmnent for a primary school -- and this is the
nonsense of the Minister's decision -- does he recognise and agree in two letters to me that
the needs are there, but says that unfortunately there are no funds, yet the very next week he
sells off a school site which was deemed necessary in the same catchmnent area for $900 000?
Mr Pearce: It was sold because it was not deemed necessary, you goose! We must provide
school sites all the time, so that money goes to providing school sites.
Mr LEWIS: Why could not some of those moneys be provided to the existing Booragoon
Primary School to provide for its facilities and its needs?
Mr Pearce; Because theme are other schools with greater needs than Booragoon. The reason
for that is the years and years of conservative Governments in this State which allowed our
school facilities to get behind. We are desperately trying to remedy the situation.
Mr LEWIS: That is nonsense. The Minister should ask the Acting Speaker (Mr Thomas)
whose children have to go to that school. Ask him about the facilities there, and just how
good they are. My electors are not prepared to take this nonsense that there are no funds for
expenditure on the Booragoon Primary School when a school site within that school's
catchment is sold for $900 000.
Mr Pearce: You should have listened to your leader during this debate when he criticised the
Government for borrowing too much for capital works. That is what that means. You have
to borrow for capital works, and that is what you want us to do.
Mr LEWIS: I do not want the Minister to borrow at all. I want him to use some of the funds
originally set aside for educational facilities in my electorate and put them back into a school
in my electorate which is hopelessly inadequate and cannot cater for the students presently
there.
Mr Pearce: That is rubbish. Where do we get the money to buy new school facilities?

Mr LEWIS: The projections for this school in 1988 are 316 students, without the pre-
primaries, which number about 50. In 1989 the projected number is 377 without the pre-
primaries. A decision was made recently, I understand, that students from outside the
catchment will not be allowed to go to that school, contrary to the announced policy of the
Education Department, and we are still faced with hopelessly inadequate facilities.

Mr Pearce: If that is the truth, why do people want to go there from outside?

Mr LEWIS: Would the Minister like his children crossing Leach Highway or Riseley Street?
He should not be so stupid. [ thought he had some intelligence.
Ms Pearce: The rule about school zones is that if a school has excess capacity, anyone can go
there. You would not want to allow students into the Booragoon Primary School who would
squeeze local students out?

Mr LEWIS: All the Minister has to do is to upgrade the school a little, and provide a couple
of classrooms and there would he no problem.
Mr Pearce: You want us to build new classrooms at that school and leave empty classrooms
at neighbouring schools?
Mr LEWIS: I will give the Minister an example of a school which compares reasonably
closely with the Booragoon Primary School. It happens to be in the electorate of Joondalup.
It is the East Greenwood School, which!I understand last year had 350-odd students because
the proposed school at Marangaroo had not been constructed. I accept that.

Mr Pearce: The Marangaroo school will be constructed.

Mr LEWIS: It has been constructed.

Mr Pearce: I am opening it on Friday.
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Mr LEWIS: The East Greenwood school has stabilised with a pupil population of about 278,
and its numbers are projected to remain the same for the next four years. There is zero
growth there.
In this year's Budget allocation that school has been allocated funds to upgrade a covered
area for a library resource and for a permanent pre-primnary. That school's population is
going backwards, but it is in a Labor mra, so funds are allocated to it; yet the Government
cannot recognise the need in Booragoort, a conservative area, where it has pinched $900 000
for school facilities and shot it somewhere else.

Mr Pearce: Let me say two things: First, the decision to give money to East Greenwood was
based on an Education Department reconmendation; and secondly, the local members in that
area have been representing the needs of East Greenwood for three years. and you have
popped up just in the last couple of months.

Mr LEWIS: That is an absolutely despicable and mendacious statement because I wrote to
the Minister in March and received nothing but negative responses.

Mr Pearce: The local members for East Greenwood have been writing since 1985. It is a
question of quality of membership, quite apart from the recommendations made by the
Education Department.

Mr LEWIS: So much for the planning of the Minister's own department.

I would like to move on to other things and talk about the absolute deceitfulness and duplicity
of this Government, particularly in regard to the loan and capital works fund Budgets over
the last two years. I touched on this subject briefly in the Budget debate, but at that time I
was not aware of the extreme way in which the Government was duping the people of
Western Australia.

The problem is that the Budget papers Or the actual capital works programme papers do not
show the amount estimated for the previous 12-month period; they show only the amounts
expended. So unless one is prepared to get the previous Budget papers and analyse
expenditures against estimates, one cannot get the actual clear picture.

It has come to my attention that in 1985-86 under the housing programme, a programme
which the Treasurer trumpets as growing every year -- which is absolutely incorrect and
fallacious -- land development was budgeted at $29 million. The actual expenditure was only
$19.4 million. There was a shortfall of $9.7 million, or 33 per cent less expenditure than the
Government proposed to expend.

Looking at construction and the provision of housing in 1985-86, the proposed expenditure in
the loan and capital works estimates was $87.85 million. The actual expenditure was $71.58
million, which was a $16.2 million shortfall, or 18.5 per cent.

Mr Pearce: Are you in favour of restraint or not?

Mr LEWIS: We are talking about 1985-86 Looking at the home purchase scheme, the
proposed expenditure was $60.6 million. The actual expenditure was $45.95 million, which
was a $14.6 million shortfall, and 24.2 per cent less than what the Government said that it
was going to expend.

Looking at the total of expenditure between 1985-86, the Government said that within the
loan and capital works fund it was going to spend $233 million, or thereabouts, on housing.
However, in fact the Government spent only $187.2 million, which was a shortfall of $45
million, or 19.6 per cent. Perhaps that can be accepted and one can say that that is restraint.
However, in the next year, 1986-87, within the housing Estimates in the general loan and
capital works fund, the Government proposed to expend $20.6 million on land development.
The actual expenditure was $15.9 million, which was a $4.7 million shortfall, or 22.8 per cent
less than the estimate.

Looking at another major item, the construction and provision of houses, the proposed
expenditure was $77.45 million. The actual expenditure was $58.38 million, which was a
shortfall of $19.1 million, or 24.6 per cent.

Mr Pearce: That is even more restraint.

Mr LEWIS: Looking at the home purchase scheme, the proposed expenditure was $52.68
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million. The Government actually spent $32.9 million, which was a shortfall of $19.8
million, representing 37.5 per cent less than the Government said it was going to spend.
The galling part of this which indicates the mendacious attitude of this Government is when
the Treasurer gets up and says, "We have modest increases in our housing programme." That
is absolutely untrue because in the previous two years, the actual expenditure compared with
the proposed expenditure: was millions and millions of dollars -- up to $50 million -- less than
the Government had budgeted for. The Treasurer now comes in here and says, "This year we
are going to spend so much more than we actually spent last year." That may be true, but the
Treasurer should have said, "We are going to spend this much less than we actually budgeted
for last year." That is the deceitful confidence trick that this Government is playing on the
people of Western Australia. In the housing area alone, the Government is saying it is going
to spend this money, yet it never spends it.

Mr Pearce: Are you in favour of restraint or not? You are disagreeing with your leader.

Mr LEWIS: I am in favour of restraint but not in favour of absolute deceit and duplicity.

This Government uses its PR machine to get up and say how great it is and how many great
things it is going to do. However, if one looks at the bottom line of its performance, it fades
away into insignificance.

Mr Pearce: Why are you disagreeing with your leader's view?
Mr LEWIS: I am not disagreeing with my leader because he knows, as I do, and as everyone
else in this House knows, that this Government has been playing a confidence trick an the
people of Western Australia for at least two years; and we have caught up with the
Government and embarrassed it.
Mr Pearce: We have been practising restraint, which you are in favour of.

Mr LEWIS: We all know about that.

In 1985-86 the Governiment was going to spend $232.7 million. The Government spent $187
million, which was 19.6 per cent less than it said it would spend. In the next year the
Treasurer said, "We are going to spend more than we spent last year." However, the
Treasurer budgeted for $204.8 million but spent only $155 million, so it lost $50 million,
which went sideways into the slush fund. That is 24 per cent less money in the capital works
programme than the Government said it was going to expend-

Mr Pearce: The money does not go into the slush fund; it is simply not borrowed if it is not
used.

Mr LEWIS: That is not true; the money has been shot sideways into an item called "internal
funds", and if one wants to go through the Budget papers, one can identify where every single
dollar has gone.

The incredible thing is that this Government 'in the Year of Shelter for the Homeless has a
record that in June 1986 it had 11 190 applications from people who were on the waiting list
for homes from Horneswest, and by 30 June 1987, the Government had 13 485 applications,
which is an increase of 2 295, or 20.5 per cent.

The other incredible thing is that the Government is always willing to jump up and deny the
accusations made by the Opposition, yet there has not been one murmur from the
Government on this particular subject because it knows it has been caught out.
Mr Pearce: We have not been caught out. That is nonsense.

Mr LEWIS: Does the Minister deny what I said? He knows that is the truth, because the
figures prove it.

In the short time I have remaining, I would like to move on to the Liberal Opposition's
innovative scheme to allow long-term Horneswest tenants to buy their own home-
Mr Pearce: Eight minutes should be six minutes more than you need.

Mr LEWIS: The Minister the other day stuttered and could not find a reason to knock it
because it has everything going for it.
Mr Pearce: I heard the Minister on the ABC and he had the fix on you.
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Mr LEWIS: The Leader of the House mentioned the Minister and the ABC radio
programme; I should inform the House that I thought the Minister for Housing was an
honourable man. He is a man of the cloth for whom I had great respect but he told absolute
untruths on the radio the other morning. He said that any tenant of Homeswest homes could
buy their properties, contrary to what the Opposition spokesman said. He also said they were
not means tested. That is absolutely untrue.

Mr Pearce: it is not untrue; it is the absolute truth.

Mr LEWIS: He was playing with words, because although they may not be means tested,
they are incomes tested. The Leader of the House knows it and I know it, so my respect for
the Minister for Housing has gone to zero. When a Minister of the Crown on the radio tells
absolute untruths and gives the impression that Homeswest tenants can buy their homes
without being means or income-tested, that is absolutely mendacious on his part. The
Minister was at lives and sixes to say why the Liberal Party policy was not any good. As a
matter of fact he said he thought our policy was pretty reasonable.

Mr Pearce: H-e did not.

Mr LEWIS: He did, in a roundabout way. He said, "We sell our homes to our tenants; that is
part of our policy."

Mr Pearce: What he said was that the way you wanted to discount you would be replacing it
by 750 homes a year, but you would be losing 1600 from the stock. Over 10 years you
would have no stock left.

Mr LEWIS: The Leader of the House forgot to listen to the Minister for Housing when he
said, "But we've got a policy to sell our homes." When asked how many homes, he said,
"Oh, about 300, but we do replace them." I will produce figures now which will show that
the Government is not building as many homes a year as are going on the waiting list; it is
not replacing the additional homes it is seling off to keep up with demand. The Minister
spoke absolute nonsense.
The people in South West Province know and ar aware of the Liberal Party's policies and
what the Liberal Party will do. We are prepared to sell, without a means test or an incomes
test, to Homeswest tenants at discount rates. We will not ask them how much they earn; we
will not ask them whether they want a loan and then tell them that if they earn so many
dollars, they cannot have the loan because it does not fit into our socialist scheme. We are
prepared to sell to any long-term tenant -- of five years' tenancy or more -- at a discount
ranging from 15 per cent to 30 per cent.

Mr Pearce: How will you cope with the fact that the queues for housing in the south west
will get longer?

Mr LEWIS: The queues for housing in the south west will not get longer because the long-
term tenants will stay in the Homeswest homes as owners. The Leader of the House jolly
well knows that. Our scheme has the ability, even if there is a five per cent take-up across the
33 000-odd tenancy in this State, to repatriate over $50 million of dead Government assets. It
will repatriate back into housing in Western Australia. The situation in Western Australia is
blowing out of proportion and burgeoning to the effect that the Government's puny 850
homes which it reckons it will build this year does not look like touching the 2 300 people on
the waiting list for homes, which blew out lat year. It will not go anywhere in reducing that
list of applicants. For the sake of knocking rather than having an ability to get up and say,
"Yes, that is not a bad scheme; we axe prepared to accept that, look at it and incorporate it
within our raft of policies for Homeswest," the Minister criticised our policy arnd said that the

-Government's policy was better. What the Government is doing might be good; I am not
knocking what the Government is doing for housing; but why cannot the Minister be big
enough to say, "That is not a bad idea; we wild accept that and allow the people to do that as
well"'? It will not cost the Goverrnent one single dollar to accept that scheme. Even if there
were a five per cent take-up per annum, the Government could build an additional 800 homes
a year and double the Homeswest construction programme. The Government would create
employment and would have people owning their own homes which is the ideal of the
Liberal Party and, as I understand it, is the policy of the Labor Party. Ii is a policy I
commend. The Government could improve the economy of this State by generating work; it
could be only good for Western Australia to repatriate this dead money
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and turn it back to be used for the renewal of the housing stock of Homeswest. This would
mean that people who are suffering with inadequate housing and high rents in the commercial
sector, which the Government's policies have exacerbated, will have the opportunity to go
into new housing stock.

It will means that Homeswest tenants will have the opportunity to buy their properties and
become home owners. This will relieve the burden to the State of $1500 spent on each
Homeswest home in order to pay rates, taxes, and maintenance on those homes. The Minister
for Housing had the gall to get up and stutter and if and but, and criticise the Liberal Pasty's
scheme. There was not one scintilla of credibility to his criticism and there has been nothing
but accolades for our proposal.

MR CRANE (Moore) [7.47 pm]: The subject of my contribution is my concern -- and I
should imagine everybody's concern -- about the announcements which had been made in
newspapers recently of credit card debt; that is, Bankcard and all the other credit cards.

An article in the Sunday Times of 18 October revealed that there are 360 separate credit cards
in Australia, which indicates that there is no shortage of this type of credit. Consumer credit
is to be the subject of another summit on finance. When we consider that there is $23 billion
in debt from this sort of financing, we can understand that the situation has gone completely
haywire. I am concerned at the ease with which it is possible to obtain credit these days,
particularly for those who probably have had insufficient experience in handling this easy
money.

Mr Pearce: How is the Jurien District High School going?

Mr CRANE: I will deal with that one in a little while. However, my concern is with a 14-
year-old boy who went to his bank a few weeks ago to obtain a keycard so that he could
withdraw from the machines on the street, money from his own bank account, and could pay
money into his own bank account. It was not a case of credit money; it was a keycard to
enable him to operate his own bank account after hours. Unfortunately, the bank bent over
backwards to try to get him to take a credit card. It is irresponsible for a financial institution
to try to shove a credit card into the hands of a 14-year-old person. lHe is only a youth, and
he has not had any experience in handling finance. We know from our personal experiences
that sometimes it is a case of "easy come, easy go". His mother was extremely concerned
that this should happen, and I have brought it to the attention of Parliament because I believe
herein may be some of the reasons for this escalating debt of $23 billion brought about by
plastic money. I know credit cards are convenient, and at times many of us have used them;
but I anm sure any of us can back money we use that way with securities we have somewhere
else and can cover the debt in the event of its getting a little high. I have never been in a
position where I could not cover what I have borrowed, but it has been very hard at times.
Because this matter is getting so much out of hand and causing so much concern to the
Government we as responsible members of Parliament should be giving some consideration
to it.
One of the good points about the exposure of this $23 billion debt is that if we were to refer
to one of Sir Isaac Newton's laws of motion we would know that for every action there is an
equal and opposite reaction, and from this action which is rather a bad one an equal and
opposite reaction is that this money has been lent out or used through plastic cards in the
form of credit, which puts an efficient lie to the old story that banks can only lend the money
they have in securities. It is quite obvious to anyone that if this $23 billion has been built up
into a debt it must have been a credit somewhere along the line and has been spent by those
people who borrowed it in order for it to become a debt. It is only a matter of double entry
bookkeeping or of simple arithmetic.

I want t67 point out something that we as a nation have moved away from arnd as a result in
financing our needs we have built up considerable and escalating debts. To bring out the
story I want to tell tonight -- and I am sure not many people will take too much notice of it
and possibly fewer still will understand -- it is necessary to go back to the formation of the
Australian Government bank, the Commonwealth Bank. I refer to the records of Dr L.C.
Jauncey who tells us of the start of the Commonwealth Bank of Australia in his publication
'Australia's Government Bank'.

Dr Jauncey wrote that on 15 July 1915, with no subscribed capital and with assets of only ten
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thousand pounds in the form of a loan from the Commonwealth Government, the
Commonwealth Bank opened its doors to business. That was not a very great security; ten
thousand pounds is not a great deal of money. Yet we find that during the first World War
the bank made available to Australia 350 million pounds for the purposes of funding the war.
Where did it get the money? It got it by writing that amount of money on the other side of
the ledger. When the Governor of the Bank, Sir Denison Miller, received a deputation of
unemployed people after the war on 7 July 1921 he said he would finance Australia a further
350 million pounds for production purposes. He had already furnished 350 million pounds
for the war which was an amount which did not have to be paid back because it was nor
borrowed; it was returned or recouped by the productive capacity of Australia, and he was
prepared and said he had the facilities to lend a further like sum. In the Australian Press of
that day Sir Denison Miler was reported as follows --

The whole of the resources of Australia are at the back of this bank, and so strong as
this continent is, so strong is this Commonwealth Bank. Whatever the Australian
people can intelligently conceive in their minds and will loyally support, that can be
done.

Members can see that with a start of only ten thousand pounds the bank was able to provide
for the use of Australia over the next eight years 350 m-illion pounds, debt free, and was
prepared to provide another 350 million pounds if it was required. Not only did the
Commnonwealth Bank, free of debt, provide this money for the fir-st World War, but also it
provided the money for the building of the transcontinental railway.

Only the other day in this place I was referring to the supply of water to country areas and the
Treasurer interjected and said it was all very well but where did we get the money. We have
already been shown where the money may be obtained, and I believe it is time that we looked
at the very real need to supply money for capital works which are of benefit to the nation, not
to individuals through credit cards for their personal enjoyment, but for capital works such as
railways, water supplies, and those types of community utilities. They can and should be
funded in this way. It is unfortunate that the same system was not used to finance the second
World War because the interest bill alone was well over a couple of billion dollars.

That is an example which I do not suppose many people can understand, but it happens to be
true and it can be substantiated. Why do we have to have this crippling debt burden over our
heads at all times? 'Surely it is time that we as a nation, or the nations of the world, really
brought the monetary system uinder control so that it serves our purposes instead of our
serving it. This can and should be done. Because of the disbelief that many people have
about what I am saying it would be as well to refer to Right Hon Reginald McKenna who
was at one time the British Chancellor of the Exchequer and Chairman of the Midlanid Bank.
Members know the Midland Bank is a very substantial bank in the United Kingdom. He told
a meeting of shareholders of that bank on 25 June 1924, and it is recorded in his book "Post
War Banking' --

I am afraid the ordinary citizen --

I suppose that would mean us. It continues --

-will not like to be told that the banks can and do create and destroy money. The
amount of finance in existence varies only with the action of the banks in increasing
or decreasing deposits and bank purchases. We know how this is effected. Every
loan, overdraft or bank purchase creates a deposit, and every repayment of a loan,
overdraft or bank sale destroys a deposit.

It is so simple that it is silly, but it is also true. Judging from the charter I hear on the port
quarter I do not appear to be getting my message through to members. It is a pity because
members would learn someting which, while they may not comprehend what I have said
tonight, they will be in a position to do some research on at a later date.
Duiring the American Civil War, Abraham Lincoln faced the same problem, and it was then
that the famous American greenback was born. It is all part of history.

Unfortunately the Minister for Education has moved out of the Chamber.

Mr Hodge: He had to make a telephone call.
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Mr CRANE: I would like to bring to his notice what I consider is required in the education
system; that is, that the basics in economics and banking should be taught in our schools.
Surely that is where we should learn these things. It would be of far more use to us than the
sex education programmes we hear so much about these days. It would reach us to be good
managers and to be capable of handling our own fortunes or destinies. Perhaps the Minister
for Conservation and Land Management would draw the attention of the Minister for
Education to the points I have made and which I have made sincerely.

Mr Hodge: I will do that.

Ms CRANE: I believe that the Education Department should move in a direction to bring
these matters to the notice of people.
I wonder how many members in this House understand the simple points I have made
tonight. I venture to say that there would not be as many as I had hoped. I do not mean that
as an insult -- it was just a statement of fact.

Thte tragedy -- I do not know whether that is the correct word to use -- of the escalating debt
as a result of the plastic money has made it very simple for people to comprehend the very
point that some of us have been trying to bring forward for many years. However, it does not
seem to be accepted. As I have already said, the comments I have made tonight will not be
reported in tomorrow's newspaper because they will be deliberately withheld. It behoves
members to find out for themselves if what I have said tonight is, in fact, true. If members
can conclusively prove that what I have said is not true I will be the first person to stand up in
this place and say that [ misled this House. I am very sure of my grounds and I know that
members will not be able to do that.

As I said earlier, if such a move towards financing were used by Governments it would be a
boon for local government and for Government instrumentalities which are available for
public use. Those instrumentalities should be provided by the Government, and we should
not be indebted for the remainder of our lives paying exorbitant interest rates to repay, firstly.
the interest and later the principal on the money which is borrowed for the betterment of our
country. It has been done before and why cannot we do it again?
We should think about the development that could be made in the north of this State. A great
deal of development could be undertaken. Why should we dig big holes in the ground and
send our iron ore to China, Japan, or other countries to create employment in those countries?
Those countries make their profits by selling the finished article back to Australia. Yet many
Australians are crying out for jobs. As far as the north of this State is concerned we have
everything in our favour. I first travelled to the north of this State in 1940s, and it has not
changed much since then. We have all the natural resources we need. We also have the
excessively high tides in the north which could be harnessed not only for power, but also for
shipbuilding and for dry dock purposes. There would not be any need for power to pump
water into the dry docks if we used the tides. We do not appear to have the intelligence or the
determination to use what God gave us -- the natural resources.
We could have our own steel works and steel mills in the areas in which iron ore is mined.
As Australians, we have the ability to do anything that other people in this world can do. We
are just as good workers as people from other countries. We must be given the incentive to
work and, of course, that incentive might be that workers are offered an alternative they
cannot refuse. If that were the case there would be no problems with unions. We would all
put our shoulder to the wheel of this country and, as a result, we would indeed have a very
prosperous country. There is nothing that we need in Australia that we do not already have,
particularly with regard to raw materials and the wherewithal.

I said in this place last year or the year before that it was stupid that as a nation we spend so
much money buying replacement warships from America when during the war most of them
were built in this country. We certainly did nor build the capital ships because they were
handed to this country by Britain. Anything below the cruisers we built and we built our own
tribal class destroyers which, during the war, were as good as or even better than most other
destroyers. They were built at Cockatoo docks at Sydney. Why cannot we, as a nation,
continue to do that? Have we suddenly become useless? Have we lost the will or the ability?
Of course we have not. We have only lost the leadership which gives us the right direction.
The leadership is not confined to any particular political parry because all the major political
parties have failed us in this area.
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Recently [ attended an award ceremony of the Institute of Australian Engineers at Cunderdin.
The Leader of the National Farty was there also. it was the second such award made in
Australia. It was made at Cunderdin to commemorate the building of the Coolgardie
goldfields pipeline. It was really a feather in the cap of one of our great engineers, C.Y.
O'Connor. Those were the days when people did have vision. They had the courage to go
out and do things without the equipment or wherewithal that we have today. Even as recently
as a couple of weeks ago that feat was recognised by those engineers with that second award
for the excellence of the achievement. The project was carried out in Western Australia by
people who were no more clever than we are. Many of them did not have the education that
some of us had, although I might add that they probably had a fair bit more learning because
when they went to school they learnt something. They had the courage and determination to
do what I have just been saying we should do.

Why can we not cooperate with each other, instead of fighting with each other across this
Chamber? What is wrong with the development of the tidal power in the far north? The
French did a survey for us and proved that it is economically feasible. I am referring to
Walcott Inet. The Minister will be well aware of where Walcott Inlet is. It is in his
electorate. Anyone who has seen Walcott Inet can appreciate the speed with which the tide
moves through that narrow passage, and can understand the tremendous potential that is there
for the generation of electricity.

Once the initial work is done, the cost of fuel would be negligible because God looks after
that for us. The tide changes approximately every six hours with alarming regularity. Even
King Canute could not stop that. Whether we like it or not it will come in. When it comes in
and goes out it is a relatively simple matter because it is still for only about half an hour.
Anybody who has had to do any seamanship and handle tides would know that. The tide is
slack for only about half an hour and then comes back again. It could be used both ways. It
is quite feasible and sensible. Why can we not constmuct a tidal power station there?

AJI this talk about how people will not populate the north is ridiculous. Sure, it is
uncomfortable at times, but if we ask most people who have spent their lives in the nonth,
they would not be anywhere else. It is a wonderful, healthy climate, We do not have to build
all this equipment down here and cart it up there by road; we could have our industries in the
nonth, where all the stuff that we pass on the roads in the semli-trailers which give us so much
concern at times, could be manufactured by people living in the area who are creating their
own interaction in that area. This all needs to be done down here in Parliament. All it needs
is leadership.

In the 1960s we opened up the north, and a great deal, but not all, of the credit must go to the
late Sir David Brand and to Sir Charles Court. A lot of the credit must go to the people who
saw the sweat dripping off the end of their noses when they were working up there. Many of
them are still there. Credit is not something that we give to a few individuals. They may
leave the area and other people carry on the work. There is no reason why it should not be
done again.

As I said, we could build anything we want in this countty, and develop this State to a wealth
on a world scale that we have never known before. We could be, and we should be, one of
the wealthiest nations in the world. We can work, and work damned hard. Most of us in this
Chamnber know what that is about. While some people will say it is uncomfortable up there,
let me assure the House -- and I am sure the Leader of the National Parry will agree -- that
there would be very little more uncomfortable than sitting on an AL harvester, out in a
temperature of 110 degrees in the waterbag, when one is harvesting oats.

Mr Tubby: On a windy day.

Mr-CRANE: Yes, with a good wind. I know the member for Greenough has been there and
done that.

Mr Bridge: Without any water at that.

Mr CRANE: Without any water at that. I hope the Chamber has taken notice of some of the
points I have made. I am not a schoolteacher and I do not profess to be one. I want the
members here to do their own research and come back and tell me where I have gone wrong
tonight, because I believe that therein lies the answer to the prosperity of this State. That
prosperity is not a one-sided thing which is going to be brought about by the present
Government or by the Opposition when we become the Government.
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Prosperity in this State will be brought about by a little bit of commonsense in this Parliament
by all of us, so that we cooperate with each other for the comnmon good and make this nation
as prosperous and encouraging as it was in the late 180O0s. Then there was the goldfield rush
when people went out and developed something because they felt there was not only a need
but also an opportunity for reward. Reward is the key word in this. We cannot expect
anyone, whether they are managing at the top or using the pick and shovel at the bottom, to
do their work without being paid their just reward. We are all complementary to each other.
The pick-and-shovel man is just as important as the managing director. It is time we stopped
ginning around, as we have been doing for so many years, rolled up our sleeves, got down to
business and made this country as great as it can be
MR WATT (Albany) (8.17 pm]: It had been my intention during this debate this evening to
make some comments about the unfortunate collapse of the Laurie Potter group and about the
health club industries. mhar matter was canvassed at length and much more eloquently than I
might have done by the member for Karrinyup earlier this evening, so I will confine my
remarks to one small area relating to that question, In reply to question 2096 last week the
Minister for Consumer Affairs identified himself with the preferred option of a code of
ethics -- I prefer the term code of conduct. It was interesting that the Minister should have
identified himself with that proposed course of action. The reason I say that is that that is
precisely what the industry has been calling for for quite some time.
In a letter dated 9 April last year from the Department of Consumer Affairs to Mr Ray
Pitcher, who was involved with the Health Studio Association, he was advised that the former
Minister for Consumer Affairs suggested convening a meeting to enable the Department of
Consumer Affairs and major industry leaders to discuss issues of concern relative to the
health and fitness industry. He went on to say. "the present structure of the industry is in a
current state of flux dependent on the extent to which the Laurie Potter group of companies
acquires control over a number of other operators." He said that because of that the
department was not prepared to do anything.
Earlier Mr Pitcher had been to see the Minister, and the Minister had suggested to him on 29
April that the health and fitness industry would be better off if it were to introduce a
voluntary code of ethics. At considerable expense, a code of ethics was prepared by a
solicitor. It was sent to the former Minister on 15 July 1986, just over a year ago, requesting
that that code of ethics be introduced.
I put it to you, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr Thomas), and to this House, that due to the Minister's
inaction -- he did absolutely nothing -- he has a fair bit to answer for in respect of the collapse
of the Laurie Potter group. The fact that he did nothing may well have contributed
significantly to the ultimate collapse of the Laurie Potter group. it was that very point which
Mr Pitcher had made to the Minister when he first went to see him in April of last year -- that
the marketing of life memberships in particular would lead the industry into trouble. If that
fonmer Minister had done something about it when he was requested to by the industry -- it
went to the trouble of incurring thousands of dollars-worth of expenses on a code of ethics --
some 82 000 members of the Laurie Potter group might have been a little more cheerful
today than they are- Not only their bodies, but also their bank balances might have been a
little healthier.
When I spoke during the Budget debate last week I made some comments about the
unemployment figures as they relate to Albany. They are in a most parlous state. I would
like to add that I have been worried about the apprenticeship situation for some time. I am
sure that my concern is shared by all members of Parliament. I am sure it is a genuine
concern. The fact of the matter is that it is becoming harder and harder to find somebody
prepared to take on an apprentice these days. My concern is not only that many more young
people are finding it difficult to obtain jobs, but also that it is leading to a situation in this
Scate where qualified tradespeople will be harder and harder to find.
We now have the situation, particularly in the building and construction industries, where
traditionally a large number of apprentices were employed, that more and more contractors
are taking on subcontractors to work for diem. Subcontractors do not, for reasons which are
many and varied, take on apprentices. That is perhaps an over-generalisation, because
obviously some subcontractors do take on apprentices, but there is a tendency for the
majority of them not to take on apprentices. They are in a very difficult situation. They have
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to quote, usually against competition, therefore their quotes must be fairly competitive. This
means that they cannot spare the time or the cost involved with training apprentices, and
consequently they do not take thern on.

I have been pleased to cooperate wit the Department of Employment and Training in Albany
in trying to establish a Government-sponsored apprenticeship pool, and that is nearing
completion. We hope it will be implemented in the very near future. A person from the
department, Don Sivyer, has been doing a lot of work on that project. He has done a very
good job in cooperation with Elizabeth Gray, from the deparment in Albany, and they have
secured considerable cooperation from the business people in Albany. [ am hopeful that this
will go a long way towards overcoming some of the apprenticeship problems which have
been experienced in the past.

The difficulty has been that the commercial side of building as opposed to cottage building
has been quite depressed. There are now only two or three commercial builders in Albany.
One of them went from July last year to fairly recently before being able to obtain a
worthwhile job. In the meantime he had a few very minor jobs. The last job he had was the
constmuction of the North Albany High School, where he was required to employ a certain
number of apprentices. The apprentices came out of their time at about the time he finished
that job, and he found himself in a Catch 22 situation. H-e was not able to employ new
apprentices with no work -- that would have been a most expensive option -- but at the same
time he was not able to tender for any Government work because he did not have any
apprentices.

Without a little tight at the end of the tunnel, somebody would have to be fairly well off or
brave to take on the required number of apprentices unless he could see some work lining up.
So I am hopeful that this Government apprenticeship pool will assist those builders to tender
for Government contracts and to be able to use the necessary number of apprentices from the
pool, and at the same time provide them with adequate work and a variety of work to enhance
their training.

The subcontractors are faced with considerable expense. The cost of workers' compensation
alone is very considerable, not to mention the time they have to spend actually training them,
the time they must take off to attead trade trainting at TAPE and so on. And, of course, the
wages paid to apprentices these days are much higher than they used to be.

I am certain that the Government and the Opposition are at one in their concern over the need
to increase the number of opportunities and qualifications being given to young people in
wrade training through the apprenticeship system. If the experience of one Albany firm is an
example, there may be a real need for the Government to examine its departmental efficiency
to ensure that every assistance and encouragement is given. I was sent a copy of a letter from
a local business; it arrived on Friday, and it is addressed to the Director of Industrial Training
at the Deparment of Employment and Training. That letter reads --

With regards to our Application re. Apprentice --

I will just call him Michael. To continue --

-- [ can understand why Business People do not like putting on Apprentices; for the
time your department gets off their behinds to complete Applications, the kids lose
months of valuable time, waiting for some Government so called Worker to fill in
some paperwork.

We applied for an Application on the 1/3/87, and did not get a reply until, 2418/87,
from your Department. After waiting this length of time, Michael decided that he
would leave to try to better himself elsewhere,. as he felt he- had waited long enough
and was not prepared to wait around any longer.

In this day and age, I feel that there should be action taken immediately, not 3 months
later.

I would have thought that that was five months. To continue --

If this is an example of speed and efficiency from supposedly responsible people, I
can understand why there is a great unemployment problem. It's time this
Governiment got rid of all the dead wood it appears to be carrying.
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Your Letter, received on the 12/10187, asks us to give you a prompt answer, as you
can see, have answered promptly by request, and suggest you rake a leaf out of our
book. It could be beneficial to all concerned.

I would not know if that is a common practice, but certainly the concerns expressed by that
company, if they are anything like common, really deserve to be thoroughly investigated and
the efficiency of that department improved quite dramatically.

I mentioned the other day when I was speaking about unemployment that youth
unemployment is particularly high. The figures which were released as at 30 June 1987
showed that in the 15 to 20-year age group there were 220 males and 174 females
unemployed; that is, a total of 394, which represents 33 per cent of those out of work. In
oilier words, one out of every three people unemployed in Albany is in that age group of 15
to 20 years. If we calculate that figure in another way, 21.2 per cent of the work force in
Albany is out of work, but those unemployed in the 15 to 20-year age group represent seven
per cent of the estimated work force. That is approximately the unemployment rate for the
whole of the work force in the State, so members will understand the reasons for my concern
about apprentice training and youth employment generally. As [ said before, it is something
that is difficult to overcome. I hope that the apprenticeship pool will provide some
opportunities, but chat will help only a relatively small number.

The alternative, of course, is that as the number of trained and qualified tradesmen diminishes
we will be relying on immigration programmes as shortages occur to bring qualified people
into the work force. That should not be necessary. We teally must examine those areas
where trained personnel are starting to appear and are more likely to appear, and concentrate
our efforts in those areas.

Just last Saturday morning I was talking to a sign-writer who told me he had been working
seven days a week, including week nights until 10.00 or 11.00 o'clock, just to keep up with
the work available, He also told me that his competitor in the town had been looking for a
tradesman for five years. I asked why he did not train an apprentice, and he said he did not
have time to train him. I know that is a catch 22 situation, but it seems to me that there
should be employment opportunities in these areas, yet somehow or other they appear to be
going begging.

I will raise another subject which [ know is of concern in some of the regional centres. I was
interested to read in the latest edition of Business World -- which is the official paper put out
by the Western Australian Chamber of Commerce and industry -- an item on page 2 under
the heading "Commuunications licenses: Tender system 'disastrous' for country". This item
appeared as a result of a letter written by the Geraldton Chamber of Commerce to the Federal
Minister for Communications, Senator (Gareth Evans, to register its deep concern that new
radio and television licences are to be put up for tender. I will quote a couple of remarks
from that letter. The first reads --

"Our concern is that particularly in the country areas it will mean the total abolition of
any local ownership," the chamber said.

"Therefore, local input will be very limited - the city-based media groups will have
full control."

Further on, the article states --

The chamber feels Geraldton is particularly vulnerable because its local television
station was recently sold to a satellite network.

"The result is the inability of our locally owned businesses to advertise on television
because of the increased costs.

"In fact, where the local business person is looking to get to the buying population in
the Channel 11I area, he has to pay what are possibly the most expensive rates in
Australia on a population basis.

I took the trouble to check the situation with local people in Albany, especially as it relates to
radio rather than television licences. The concern of Geraldton residents appears to relate
more to television. I understand the Minister for Communications, Senator Gareth Evans,
has released a list of independent licences to be put up for tender over the next two years.
That list suggests that Geraldton's will be up for tender in 1988, Albany's in 1989, and
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Bunbury's in 1990. There is no mention of Kalgoorlie, but I would have thought that if that
were the system to be followed it would have been normal for the centres with the largest
populations to have their licences put up first as they are the centres mast likely to be able to
sustain a second radio station or network. On that basis, Bunbury should have been the first
to be put up for tender, then Geraldton, and then Kalgoorlie or Albany. I am not sure in what
order they would come, but probably Kalgoorlie would be first.
But as I understand the present legislation, it provides that a licence must be held by a fit and
proper person. The tender system really makes a mockery of that because it will be the
person with the biggest chequebook, or the group or company, or certainly the tenderer, with
the largest amount of money who will be awarded the licence. For example -- and it is
perhaps in some ways not a very good example -- Robert Holmes a Court's Bell Group of
companies was the owner of 61X, Channel 7, and the three radio stations in the Rainbow
Radio Network, 6VA, 6WB, and 6BY. Those licences were suspended because Holmes a
Court did not have Australian citizenship. I know that when we talk of chequebooks; they do
not come much bigger than Robert Holmes a Court's, but the principle remains that he was
not regarded as a fit and proper person because he did not have Australian citizenship. I have
considerable respect for Robert Holmes a Court, and his business activities in Albany have
been very helpful to that community so I certainly would not criticise him. But the tender
system really means that only the big money will buy the licences and that may not
necessarily be the best for regional communities.
[ understand that the concern of some of the regional centres is that applications by small
independent or community groups based on licence holders will be unlikely to succeed. The
independents simply will be unable to pay the high prices that are likely to result from this
tender system in order to compete with the larger companies and networks. Therefore they
would be unable to generate the sort of income needed to service the capital required to be
ourlad to purchase the licence payments, because the mnargis in commercial radio in the
country are not very great. In Albany and Geraldton locals would have to bid a very high
price to secure a licence, and in many cases when the larger networks had secured those
licences they would become hooked up by satellite to networking programmes. That would
have the result of losing a significant amount of local programming and local content.
The Government's intention is to introduce additional licences to country areas, and I am not
altogether sure that that is necessary. Perhaps it is good in principle, but I think also that the
quality of service, the quality of the programmes, and the local content are very important to
country people and should not be permitted to suffer.
I have a further concern, which is that licences are being sold immediately after they are
issued. We saw the example recently where the new Channel 1.0 television licence was
awarded to a local entrepreneur, and before he had done anything at all in the way of
establishing that television station it was sold for a significant profit. We have the Federal
Labor Party talking about a wealth inquiry, something obviously promoted by the tall poppy
syndrome;, but it seems to me the Government is assisting in creating these tall poppies by
granting licences in this way only to provide these people with an asset and allowing them
immediately to turn around and sell them for a significant profit. The Government then
criticises these people for doing so.
In Albany we have a particularly good commercial radio station which provides a very good
community service. It broadcasts for 24 hours each day and night and provides many
community services. From time to time it participates in a significant number of fundraising
activities for local charities and for other groups in the community. I understand that over the
last five years 6VA has provided more unpaid advertising air time than has been paid for, and
that demonstrates its commitment to the community. I understand that as much as $8 million
has been paid for radio licences, probably FM licences. Anyone paying that sort of money
could not afford to provide the amount of unpaid air time provided by some regional radio
stations.
I do not pretend to know the answer but there is a need for some requirement to be placed on
licence holders that they have some sense of obligation to community service, particularly in
the country. For independent commercial licences designed for local groups, perhaps the
Government should define the market in which it is intended they should operate. If it is not
commercially viable, a new licence issued to compete with existing Licences will1 either go
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broke or send another licence broke. When that happens everything is back to square one.
There is a push for commercial FM in the country, and quite understandably so. The ABC
established an FM radio network fairly recently but it is really for the classical music buff and
provides music which is of less interest to the pop music buff, music such as chat provided by
96FM. Itris a complex issue and perhaps preference should be given to existing AM licence
holders who could perhaps rationalise their costs by providing a mix of AM/FM services.
The move away firom the licence requirement of a fit and proper person to the highest bidder
seems to have as its main aim the gathering of revenue for the Government at any price rather
than providing a service to the community. I know that the Minister for Regional
Development shares my concern, especially as I commenced my remarks by saying that his
electorate of Geraldton is affected by this question. I ask him to take up this matter with the
regional authorities and to canvass their opinions in order to ensure that their views are
properly understood and perhaps to make an appropriate submission to the Federal Minister
for Communications to ensure that the interests of country people are protected.
I understand that there are presently 34 regional radio stations in Australia which are
operating at a loss. That is not good but it tells us something. There is a limit to what they
can do and my principal concern is to ensure that the existing parochial and community-
minded service of regional radio and television stations is allowed to continue.
I support the Bill.
MR CASK ( Mt Lawley) [8.44 pinl: Tonight I want to deal with a number of matters which
affect both my electorate and the community as a whole in this State. The first involves the
National Safety Council, which is located in Stancliffe Street, Mt Lawley. in the electorate of
Mt Lawley. The council has been operating in this State very successfully since it was
inaugurated in 1946. Members would be aware that since its inauguration those 31 years ago,
the National Safety Council has been a leader in the promotion of safety and of measures to
assist safety in this State.
Earlier this year for measons of its own the Government decided it wanted to streamlAine the
activities of the National Safety Council and in so doing it reduced some of its operating
areas. The Government decided to reduce the funding for the National Safety Council from
more than $850 000 last year to $200 000 this year. claiming that its streamlAininig of the
organisation would prevent any duplication of the activities of other Government agencies
and instrumentalities carrying out various safety roles in Western Australia. While I consider
the Government has a role to ensure that there is effective and efficient government in this
State, it is fair to say that it has made a mistake in its cutting back of the funding for the
National Safety Council, from $850 000 last year to $200 000 this year. The Government
claims that the various activities of the National Safety Council for which the council will no
longer be responsible, will be picked up by other Government agencies and instrumentalities.
The National Safety Council in Western Australia has a very proud record. It is a private
organisation that has for many years had as its prime objective the promotion of all measures
which it believes will reduce the number and consequences of so-called accidents. The
council's foremost role was to bring into coordination and cooperation agencies and expertise
having something to contribute towards that prime objective I have just mentioned and to
provide the motivational direction and support services, It has been doing that in a very
efficient and effective way for more than 3 1 years.
Any argument that the Government is exercising its function by cutting back the role and
activities of the National Safety Council is rather hard to believe. Fe- instance, the National
Safety Council conducts a number of courses. The council is split into three separate
divisions: A road safety division, a home safety division, and a water safety division. If we
look at the road safety division we find that the National Safety Council carried out a number
of activities which included courses for the following: Youth driver education instruction,
driving instructor and occupational safe driving courses, driver improvement, driver
appraisals, defensive driving, motor vehicle drivers' instructors tests, safe cycling for primary
school students, and bike education in-service courses for teachers and instructors so they can
go back to the classroom situation and impart their knowledge to the students.
I draw the attention of the House to the fact that on 13 August this year the Minister for
Police and Emergency Services made a statement regarding the reduction in the activities of
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the National Safety Council. He claimed chat whilst there would be a reduction in its
activities, those activities would be carried out by other Government instrumentalities or
agencies. Regrettably that is not the case. For instance, I have had a number of calls from
concerned parents who warned to enrol their children in the bicycle safety course previously
conducted by the National Safety Council only to be advised that the council no longer
conducts the course because of the Government's reduction in funding. The parents have
been referred to the Police Department where it is believed those courses are now being
caried out. When the parents ring the Police Department they find that regrettably the
people in the Police Department do not know anything about the bicycle education
programme and are unable to help. The Government in cutting back on the funding of the
National Safety Council has in fact placed in jeopardy those [mne courses previously provided
by the council.

I ask the Minister for Police and Emergency Services -- as he claims in his media statement
of 13 August that the activities of the council will be picked up by other Government
agencies -- how long we will have to wait before the Police Department or other Government
departments start realising that they are now to carry out the functions previously carried out
by the National Safety Council. The Minister will have to address this situation without
further delay. We have the situation now where we do not have the National Safety Council
conducting all those very fine courses, and confusion exists within other Government
agencies and instrumentalities regarding who is meant to pick up those particular courses and
conduct them.

I pay tribute to some members of the National Safety Council who have worked for many
years to see that that organisation functions in a very proper and comrmunity-minded manner.
The present president, Mr B ill Solloway. is well known as the former General Manager of the
Royal Automobile Club in this State. Mr Solloway took over as the President of the National
Saety Council from Mr Harry Dettman, CBE who was the chairman of the council for a
number of years. Both these gentlemen worked particularly hard in their positions as
president of this organtisation to try to uphold the very fine standards set by their
predecessors. The honorary treasurer, Mr R.W. Golding has for some years held that very
responsible position and has ensured that the various moneys paid to the NSC have been
spent in a very proper and efficient manner- It is fair to say that the various committees of the
council which have had to put proposals before the finance committee and Mr Golding in
particular, have realised that they had to produce meaningful documentation and submissions
if they were to be given the okay and funding commenced for the various activities.

A vital role in the development of the National Safety Council in Western Australia has been
played by the executive director, Mr Brian Bolton. I can remember going down to see Mr
Bolton at an early hour of the morning; in fact, I chink our meeting was at something like
seven o'clock. I said to Mr Bolton, "Is it usual for you to start at such an early hour?" He
said he had already been working for more than one and a half hours. He was the sort of man
who would arrive at work between 5.30 am and 6.00 am to get on with the day's work and
activities. Certainly the people of Western Australia, the National Safety Council and its
various members, and the members of the various safety divisions owe a huge debt of
gratitude to Brian Bulton' fur his work as the executive director of that org anisation. He will
of course continue in that role for the time being but it is a reduced role now that the
Government has cut back on funding to the National Safety Council. I would suggest that the
very brilliant administrative abilities of Brian Bolton will now be somewhat wasted because
the National Safety Council will not now carry out the many roles that it has previously
undertaken.

The Minister should take a look at the Government agencies meant to pick up the roles
formerly played by the council because at the moment we are in a fairly dramatic vacuum and
safety in this State is the subject of that problem.

I also refer members to the courses conducted in Western Australia at the Edith Hart
Education Centre in South Perth -- a court diversionary pilot programme for drink driving
offenders. In general terms, the courses are constructed for people who have been arrested on
drink driving charges and brought before a particular court for possible sentencing if
convicted. The proposition put forward by the Edith Hart Education Centre is that rather than
have courts convict people for drink driving offences -- I should be specific here and say that
these courses relate only to first offenders in respect of drink driving -- and [mne them
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and send them on their way, there is another method of handling this problem which besets
the conmmunity. The idea is that the drink driving offender be sent to an institution such as
the Edith Hart Education Centre to be educated on the problems associated with drink and,
one would hope, after having participated in the course, realise that there is a better future
other than continuing to drink and drive.
By definition, the Edith Hart Education Centre suggests that a court diversionary pilot
programme for drink driving offenders enables pre-sentence diversion from the justice
system to the Edith Hart Education Centre for the completion of an education programme
prior to sentencing. The import ant point is that the course is conducted prior to sentencing.
The objectives of the course generally are to provide education to young drink driving
offienders as a means of preventing fur-their drink driving offences and the possible decline
into more serious alcohol-related problems. It is also structured to provide an environment
that will enable detection of more serious alcohol-related problems and the ability for the
centre to recommend that further education and/or treatment be provided to someone who has
been charged with a drink driving offence.
The centre provides a data collection base and evaluation of those things I have mentioned.
This course could be provided in conjunction with the Western Australian Alcohol and Drug
Authority. I believe that if courts were to take up this very positive programme, we could
educate those who have been convicted a first time on a drink driving offence rather than
processing them through the court system, fining them in accordance with the Act, and
sending them back onto the street.
Members will recall when we discussed the random breath-test legislation before this House
some weeks ago, one of the points I made in respect of the problem of drink driving was that
before we prosecute people there is a real need to educate them in driving skills but more
importantly there is a need to educate people regarding the problems associated with drinking
alcohol. I said at the time that if drivens were educated on the problems associated with
drinking alcohol and driving we could save them from being prosecuted further down the
track. I made the point that by the time an officer stopped someone for a drink-driving
offence the offence had been committed and all we were doing was chasing our tail and not
addressing the real problem; that is, to stop drivens from drinking before they get into their
cars and drive on the woads. Another important point that I made at the time, apart from
education, was the need for good road engineering, and that comes before enforcement;, that
is, the police are arresting people after they have been drinking and driving-
During that debate we mentioned the three "Es". The first was education, which is of prime
importance. The second was road engineering, which I suggested was a vital part of
preventing road accidents. The third was, of course, the enforcement procedure -- drivers
should not drive if they have been drinking.
I believe that the proposal put forward by the Edith Hart Education Centre is something that
should be considered by this Govemnment. [ am aware that a number of members on both
sides of this House have been contacted by this orgariisation for their support of its proposal.
Many members have offered their strong support to the organisation and I am hopeful that the
Government will take some positive steps to implement the course proposed. It appears that
amendments will be necessary to a number of Acts to enable the courts in this State to refer
people to this organisation. It is my view that it would be in the interests of the State
generally if those amendments were made and the first offending drink-drivens attended the
course rather than be prosecuted and allowed back onto the roads without any education.
There have been a number of responses from various members of both Houses of this
Parliament in support of the proposal put forward by the Edith Hart Education Centre. Some
of the members involved in supporting the proposal include Hon Gordon Masters, the Leader
of the Opposition in the Legislative Council. He thought that there was a need for a more
personal approach to the problem of drink-driving and he gave his support to the scheme in
October 1986. That is a fair while ago. Hon Neil Oliver also supported the proposal in July
1986, as did Mr Andrew Mensaros, the member for Floreaf and the shadow Attorney
General. I might add that the Treasurer's brother, the former member for Perth, Mr& Terry
Burke, MLA as he was then, also supported the scheme.
I was asked if I would study the proposal in August 1986 and illI would offer my support iff1
believed it appropriate. I studied the documentation that was given to me at that time and I
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also spoke with the coordinators of the project, Mr and Mrs Armstrong, and I learned from
them the way in which they believe this problem should be handled in Western Australia,
Having heard all about the proposal that they had put forward I forwarded a letter to them
which said, in general terms, that I would be pleased to support their proposal which had
been put to the Government, but I wanted to know what progress had been made in their
discussions with the Government. I have to say that the Armstrongs came back to me and
whilst they were very grateful for some indication of assistance from some Government
Ministers, it appeared at the time that there was an awful lot of confusion as to whether the
State Government wanted to become involved by way of a financial contribution to their
organisation. There was also some conflict between letters sent to the organisation by the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services and the Minister for Health.

The Minister for Health said that he had been advised by a particular person from the Alcohol
arid Drug Authority that that authority could successfully carry out this particular course and
that there was no real need for the Government to become involved.

On the other hand, the Minister for Police and Emergency Services replied to the organisation
and said, in general terns -- I do not have a copy of his letter with me -- that he believed there
was merit in the course and there would be a need to amend the Road Traffic Act to enable
the courts to refer people to this organisation. In fact, at the time the Minister for Police and
Emergency Servkces responded he said to the Armstrongs that he would be sending them a
copy of the amendments that would be necessary so that they could study them and offer any
suggestions they may wish to make and return them to the Minister so that he could consider
them when framing the legislation. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services wrote
this letter some months ago, but there does not seem to have been any further action. I ask
the Minister for Police and Emergency Services where he stands in respect of this
programme. The programme gained the support of many members of this House and also
members of the Legislative Council.

Not only have members from this place and from the other place given an indication that they
support this very worthy scheme, but also there have been clear indications of support from
senior people involved in the health field throughout Australia. I refer to a letter that was
handed to me and which was addressed to Mr 1.K. Armstrong of the Edith Hart Education
Centre from the Surgeon General of the Australian Defence Force. He said -

As you are aware the proposal has been thoroughly appraised by each of the Services.
I have relied on a detailed feasibility assessment conducted by Admiral Brian Treloar,
the then Director General of Naval Health Services. He assessed that the package
offered was excellent, and superior to existing treatment options in the West...

The recommendation from the Surgeon General of the Australian Defence Force is worthy of
the Government's consideration. I also have a letter from a Perth medical practitioner who
said that he believed that the methods of the Edith Hart Education Centre were vastly
superior to those of other facilities available ina Perth for the treatment of alcohol, drug and
other addiction problems. He believes that the results that have been shown so far are
superior to any results he has seen.

I have another letter from a Perth solicitor who makes the point that he was representing a
client in a Perth court who had been charged with a drink-driving offence. The solicitor
implored the court that before sentencing his client he be allowed to attend the course run by
the Edith Hart Education Centre and depending on his results the court may give
consideration to his sentence. The court agreed and his client was referred to the organtisation
and, as a result of the recommendations made by the organisation in respect of the
defendant's training progress and the fact that he had attended the educational courses set
down, his attitude changed dramatically. Instead of receiving a sentence of nine months,
which the solicitor thought most likely for the offence he was charged with, the court
determined he should only be sentenced to three months. He saved himself six months in
gaol, which is a saving not only to the accused but also to the community generally of nearly
$20 000 by way of costs involved in keeping a person in gaol for that period.

The course does have tremendous value. It is one to which the Government should give very
serious consideration. I come back to my original suggestion that, rather than have to enforce
a programme which means that we wait till a person has been drinking and gets into a car and
commnits an offence of driving under the influence of alcohol, we should get these people
before that situation arises and educate them.
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Obviously, my time is limited and this is something I may be able to expand on when the
Estimates are discussed in more detail later on, but there are some particularly good
publications which have been produced by, for instance, the Police Department in Western
Australia, This is a publication called Alcohol and Driving. it was produced in the interests
of road safety in Western Australia by the Western Australian Police Department. It sets our
how alcohol affects the body, and it is worthy of consideration by all members of this House.
Other publications on alcohol and safety have been put out by the Health Department of
Western Australia. Basically they all carry a general message which talks about blood
alcohol levels and safety, and just how much alcohol a person can consume before there is a
dramatic increase in his blood alcohol level. It was pointed out to mec that while the Health
Department of Western Australia produced this pamphlet I am holding up now, which
probably cost about 25 cents to produce, the same information is contained in this expensive,
glossy brochure produced by Curtin University. There seems to be a duplication of
publications in this area, and an unnecessary waste of very scarce resources by Curtin
University in putting out this glossy brochure which I estimate would have cost at least $2 for
the same information which is already put out by the Health Department at an estimated cost
of about 25c. We have said before that there is a need to spend funds wisely. Spending
should be efficient and effective. While the message is an important one from both
organisarions, the Curtin University is going overboard and wasting funds which could be
devoted to other publications in a similar vein. I hope those people responsible for tis
publication at Curtin University will take heed of the comments I have made and take
appropriate action.
MR DONOVAN (Morley-Swan) [9.15 pm]: I wish this evening to direct the attention of the
House to the recent Vietnam veterans' welcome home parade and national reunion in Sydney.
It was a great privilege for me, and a deeply personal experience, to be pant of that event,
especially since I was there with very many of the people with whom I served in that war.
On Saturday, 3 October, 35 000 Vietnam veterans assembled in the Sydney Domain, and at
9 00 am stepped off to march through the city streets. We passed and saluted the Cenotaph in
Martin Place. for many of us a special memorial to the 500-odd young mates killed in action
during that war. We were vaguely aware of the additional 500 people killed by suicide in the
years since the war. We transported, supported or remembered the absent disabled, some
2 500 of them injured during the course of the Viemamn war. But mostly we laughed and
cried with the crowd of more than 110 000 people who lined the streets. The crowd of
Sydneysiders who enthusiastically embraced us welcomed us home from the war at last.
Thousands more watched that march on television right around Australia, marny with rears in
their eyes. It was indeed a monumental, emotional experience for me, for the mates with
whom I served, for all Vietnam veterans, and I suspect for all Australians. At last Australians
had owned their war and those they sent to fight it, right or wrong. It was both a proud
moment and a humble moment in Australian history; an historical event of national
importance.
I assure members that the Sydney march and national reunion has already contributed greatly
to the laying of many ghosts; to the better rehabilitation of many veterans; to the qualitative
improvement in the understanding and function of many families affected by the Vietnam
war.
Mr Lightfoot: It was a long time coming. Too long.
Mr DONOVAN: It was indeed. Thanks for pointing that out.
As I and some other WA veterans began to form the Vietnam Veterans Association in this
State in 1980 and 1981, and as we began the architectural work of the now well-established
Vietnam Veterans Counselling Services, we dreamt of the event which finally took place in
Sydney this month Around Australia many people also dreamt of that event. I do not think
that any of us seriously thought that it would come to pass. That it did happen at all at the
initiative and enterprise of Vietnam veterans themselves is itself a mark of its importance and
its success.
There are others to whom we should all pay some tribute. Irn Western Australia a special
problem experienced was to meet the heavy costs of conveying the targeted 800 Western
Australian Vietnam veterans to Sydney. In the event, 1 600 Western Australian veterans
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went by air, by rail, by bus, by car and literally, in many cases, by thumb. I commend those
veterans for the effort they made towards their own return home.
Many organisations, both public and private, supported our project. The Federal Government
donated $15 000. Australian Airlines discounted hundreds of seats to $577 retrn. The
Commnonwealth Bank undertook accounting and facilitating roles for our fundraising
campaign through its special jet-a-vet account. The Royal Australian Air Force supplied five
Hercules aircraft to transport Vietnam veterans from around Australia to Sydney for that
march. The Army in Sydney provided accommodation, much needed of course by our
people, since most of us had nowhere specific to stay nor by and large the means to pay for
private accommodation. Mojo MDA, Wang Computers, and several other business houses in
Western Australia contributed valuable time and money to the project 6f getting Western
Australian veterans over to Sydney. Perth City Council, the Albany Town Council, the
Kalgoorlie Town Council, and many other local authorities and organisations contributed
generously to the project. Countless individuals, businesses, unions, and others supported us
generously.
I urge this House to pay special tribute to the Western Australian State coordinator, Mr
Arthur Greaves. and his team of tireless volunteers for the countless hours they donated over
15 months, with their national colleagues, to set this event into place and to maximise the
number of men and women who could take part. The job they did was nothing short of
sterling and it is clear that the 1 600 veterans from Western Australia who attended could not
have done so without the continued and tireless efforts of these people. The Vietnam
Veterans' Counselling Service, their volunteers, and all of their facilities were laid at the
disposal of the organising comnmittee, and both counsellors at the counselling service and
volunteers donated time tirelessly and, it seemed, without any let-up towards the important
task of making this event successful.
Finally I want to remind the House that the State Government gave unstintingly of timre,
resources, and cash to make sure as many veterans as possible took part. I especially
appreciated the ongoing efforts of the Treasurer, the Minister for Racing and Gaming, and the
Minister for Transport. [ might point out in relation to the Minister for Transport that his
efforts extended to the management and drivers at Trarisperth who did an exceptional job at
very short notice of supplying free of charge buses and operators to link up people coming
from the north of the State and the metropolitan area with the Hercules flights to depart from
Pearce.
The important point about those drivers from Transperth is that after the return flight and
without any instructions from their management, when the veterans came back they said,
"Whereabouts in Perth do you have to go?" and proceeded to deliver people to different
regions and suburbs in Perth. There was no central deposit point, which was what we had
asked for originally. So far as the drivers at Transperth were concerned, their job was to get
these blokes home and chat is precisely what they did. Their behaviour and service on that
occasion was of the highest calibre and certainly reflected the giving nature of the work force
at Transperth.
The veteran community generally appreciated the support of the Government and all the
other organisations that helped them make this event possible. Special recognition ought to
go to the Minister for Sport and Recreation, Hon Graham Edwards, himself a veteran and a
victim of that war. His efforts sustained many of us in terms both of morale and of his
tireless contribution of energy which served as an example to us all.
Finally, I acknowledge the people of Australia, and of Western Australia particularly,
together with Vietnam veterans everywhere, for making sure this important event was
awarded the status of national importance it properly deserved.
Mr Lightfoot interjected.
Mr DONOVAN: Albeit somewhat late, as the member for Murchison-Eyre has just pointed
out, 3 October 1987 will be remembered in history as the day Australians joined hands to
welcome home their own and to end at last the war in Vietnam.
Members: Hear, hear!
MR HASSELL (Cortesloe) [9.25 pmj]: I am pleased to be able to speak after hearing the
remarks of the member for Morley-Swan and to have the opportunity to commend him on
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those remarks and to say I think they were entirely appropriate. I am glad he took the
opportunity to bring them to the House tonight. I can assure him that all the people on this
side of the House share the thoughts he has expressed, and in particular the welcome home:
The fact that it occurred; the fact that it was backed by Governments, both Federal and State;
the fact that it was backed by the people of the nation; and the fact that it was so well
received. As the member for Murchison-Eyre interjected, and as the member for
Morley-Swan acknowledged, it was very long overdue. To all those people who took part
and all those who contributed as outlined by the member, we should give our thanks and
appreciation.

The member for Morley-Swan made the point, and [ thought it was the great strength of his
remarks, that the event took place regardless of the views of people as to the rights or wrongs
of what occurred. In other words, he did not seek to use the occasion to make any comment
about why people were theme or whether it was right that they were there. I do not want to
enter into that either, except to say in a very general sense that Australians have served
overseas in many theatres and invariably have done so on the basis of the belief that they
were defending our freedoms and liberties and the sort of fair go society that Australia
believes in.

In a general sense that has relevance as I pass from commendation of the member for
Morley-Swan to the remarks I want to address to the House tonight. They relate to one
couple -- ordinary people, members of our community, people who live in the suburbs -- who
have not had a fair deal.

I want to relate their case to the House on this occasion, taking up the issue for the first time,
although I have referred to it before but not precisely in the same way. And I will persist in
taking up this issue in the months ahead because I believe -- in fact I know from what
information has come to me -- that there are a number of people in our community who have
had very unfair and unjust treatment from a process of Government which has been followed
and which has damaged those people and hurt them quite deeply. I want to wake up their
cause and I am sorry the Treasurer has left the Chamber because I believe it will take his
authority in Cabinet to require that this issue be brought up and re-examined so that some
measure of justice can be done.

I refer to the subject of adoption, a subject on which I spoke in this House a few years ago
and which resulted in the appointment of a Select Committee of the Legislative Assembly to
inquire into the Adoption of Children Amendment Bill 1983. The essential point I raised in
relation to that legislation and a particular couple in 1983 who had suffered at the hands of
the adoption process in a most abominable way was the point of the exercise of power over
people by a Government department and a Government process.
The report of the commnittee and the subsequent legislation which resulted have,
unfortunately, not improved the situation at all, and the Department for Community Services,
as it is now called, has continued with practices in relation to adoption which have resulted in
discomfort, hurt, and injustice. Tonight I will take only one case although I have several of
them and a volume of correspondence which has come to me as a result of earlier publicity
on this matter. Without exception there is a deep sense of dissatisfaction and of wrong,
which is really understandable when the facts are known.
I will describe very simply the particulars of this case without identifying the couple
involved; they do not wish to be identified but I can assure members that I have seen the
papers, I have seen the couple, and the facts are solid and unquestionable and, indeed, they
have not been questioned by the department. I will call the couple Mr and Mrs X. Mr and
Mrs X were married in 1968 and are both in their early forties. Having been married in 1968,
it became clear by approximately 1977-78, about 10 years after their marriage, that they were
not going to produce their own children. In August 1979, they went to the then Department
for Community Welfare and applied to adopt a child. They were then subjected to an
assessment process. Honourable members should understand what a Department for
Community Welfare assessment process involves for prospective adoptive parents. It
involves several searching interviews with a great number of personal and detailed questions
being asked. lIt involves a number of visits to the home of the prospective adoptive parents --
inspection visits. Members who have their own children can think about what it would be
like to have Government officials come into their homes to inspect them and judge
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whether they were qualified to be parents. It is not an easy or pleasant process to go through.
Mr Pearce: A lot of us would fail.

Mr HASSELL: A lot of parents would indeed fail, and that is one of the aspects I am raising.
People who seek to adopt children are sometimes confronted with quite embarrassing
questions about whether they fight as a couple, whether they have conflicts, their attitudes to
each other and so on -- difficult personal questions.
Over the years Mr and Mrs X were visited on a number of occasions. As I mentioned, they
were married in March 1968 and applied for a child in 1979. The assessment process began
in 1981 and continued right through to 1986; so for five years at different times they were
subjected to some aspects of the assessment process, including interviews, visits to their
home, and embarrassing personal questions. In addition, they were subject to medical
assessment. Although they had private medical advice they were advised by the department
to see a departmental medical person, and they went. Members should put themselves in the
position of people seeking to adopt a child and knowing they are in the hands of the
department as to whether they will ever be allocated a child. When the department suggests
they do something it is tantamount to an order. A power situation applies and it is very
important to understand that.
The couple are ordinary dinkumn Australians, a working man and his wife. They are not
versed in the particularities of the law; they are not skilled in dealing with Government and
bureaucratic processes; they are people who when told by the department, "Don't ring us,
we'll let you know when there is any news", took the department literally and at face value
and let time tick on, always hoping, always dreaming.

Not only did they have medical assessment of a particular kind relating to their capacity as a
couple to produce their own children but they also had other medical assessment of a medical
problem they had which was unrelated to the production of children. They went through all
that as well between 1981 and 1983. It is important to bear in mind the time involved
because [ want members to understand the impact of this on this ordinary Australian couple.
They have 10 years of marriage without producing a child. They then apply to the
department to adopt a child. They have numerous assessments and the whole process goes
on year after year. During all that time they are maintaining a hope in their breasts that one
day they will have a child of their own. Imagine how delighted they were when in February
1983 the director of the department wrote to them and said in effect they had passed the
examinations, had overcome the medical hurdles, and were now approved as applicants to
adopt a child. This was in February 1983, four years after they first applied.
I amn glad the Treasurer has returned and I hope he will get the people in his department to
look at this matter because I do not think anyone with less authority than the Treasurer will
be able to force any change because the department and the Minister have rejected it, and I
still think a gross injustice is involved. It sometimes takes the intervention of the head of
Government in these situations to have a matter looked at in a different way. As a family
man the Treasurer would have an understanding of the feelings of these people and what has
gone on, and I ask him to look at this matter.
Mr and Mrs X were finally approved as a couple to adopt a child in February 1983. All of the
hurdles had been overcome -- the assessments done, the embarrassing interviews, the two sets
of medical assessments, and they had been accepted. They then began another period of
waiting from February 1983. Of course they knew there was a queue, but at least they felt
reasonably secure in that they were approved and would eventually be allocated a child. So
the hoping and waiting went on, as did the intermittent further contact with the department
and, because the department is extremely thorough in these matters, so did intermittent
further assessment and medical checks and examinations.

It took from February 1983 when they were first approved until 9 October 1985 for them
finally to get onto a list of people who were to be allocated a child. Imagine their joy when
they received a letter dated 9 October 1985, just two years ago, which said --

You are now couple number --

I will not mention the number because I do not want to identify these people, but it was a
relatively low number. The letter went on --
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*... on our list of approved applicants.

I remind members that they starred in 1979 and began a long assessment process in 1981, and
were finally approved as an adopting parent couple in February 1983. In October 1985 they
were told they were on a short list which meant, of course, that they were to be allocated a
baby when one was available. That list does not operate in order of strict priority because the
department has always sought as a matter of policy to make appropriate placements of babies.
It seeks to give the relinquishing mother some limited say in the type of parents, although the
department does not reveal the identity, to whom the mother's baby will go. The department
seeks to match in a reasonable way the background, characteristics, and colouring, and
perhaps even the likely size of the child, to the parents to whom that child is going. Many
wonderful adoptions have been effected through that methodology.

In October 1985 they were joyful again that a major milestone had been passed. They had
then been waiting six years for that news. Still the waiting went on and still they were
subjected to more pressure, because all those tests and hurdles are pressure to an ordinary
couple. The next rest came in June 1986 when the department wrote to them and said, as it
did to other couples, "Would you like to consider adopting a handicapped child?" The
department on that occasion named the child and gave its age and the disability from which
the child suffered.

After six and three quarter years of tests and waiting for a child, it never crossed their minds
that they would adopt anything but a healthy child. Bearing in mind the power relationship
which I have referred to and which exists between the department and the adopting couple,
they were suddenly confronted with an official letter which asked whether they would like to
adopt a handicapped child. Their reaction was to say no, but of course they felt as anyone in
their position would that if they simply wrote back and said no they would be prejudiced in
their prospects of getting the child they wanted.

So at the behest of the department they went to a seminar and went through the new agony of
deciding whether to take the handicapped child. Eventually they said no. It took them a
week of consideration after the seminar. On 23 October 1986, the department wrote them a
letter out of the blue and said, "You are now ineligible to have a baby; you will not be getting
a baby. You are now too old because we have changed the rules; new regulations have come
in." These new rules and regulations were made under the amending Act which came into
this Parliament in 1985 following the report of the Select Committee.

I have read the report of the Select Commuittee and the Minister's speech when he introduced
the Bill in the Assembly on 22 October 1985. Nowhere was there any suggestion that people
would be created in this way. Nowhere was it ever contemplated by this Parliament that
people who had been waiting for seven years -- who had been assessed and reassessed and
approved, put on a list, and told they were eligible and that they were on a list which meant
they would be allocated a baby -- would be summarily and arbitrarily ruled out.
That is exactly what happened to the anonymous Mr and Mrs X. Of course, it is easy to stand
in this House and talk about Mr and Mrs X; it is easy to be objective about Mr and Mrs X.
Members in this House do not know who they are; and I will nor name them for very good
reasons. I infonn members that Mr and Mrs X are a very human couple who live in one of
the suburbs of this city and who have been absolutely shattered by the treatment they have
received.

I took up their case with the director of the department, having received the consent of the
Minister to go direct to the director. Subsequently, I met with the director. I made a note
about my discussions, which lasted for some time, with the director about this case and others
and I wrote down that, "The director indicated to me, although he backed off to some extent
in response to my sharp reaction, that the regulations had been made deliberately knowing
that they would cut off some people who were in the position of Mr and Mrs X"

I could not believe that that would have been done; and to tell the truth I thought that I had it
wrong because I thought that the director had it wrong. He had not, because when the
Minister wrote to me on 5 August 1987 she said that the issue of approved couples affected
by the legislation was considered when the legislation was at the planning stage.

I have already pointed out that this was not mentioned in the Minister's second reading
speech or to the Parliament during the debate. We were not given a chance to judge it. The
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Minister also said that the option of allowing them to proceed with the adoption of a baby
was rejected because it was not a solution to the problem of disappointed couples rendered
ineligible on the ground of age. She said that it would have meant that a number of
applicants who were close to the age limit would have lost eligibility as they waited.
It is no solution to tell these people that they might be able to adopt a child of seven-years-old
or a handicapped child. The law has been made and has been applied retrospectively with the
gravest injustice. The Government is the only body that can remedy the injustice, and it can
do so by the stroke of a pen to change the regulations.
I know that there are difficulties, and that there are other couples waiting to adopt a baby. I
also know that there is a shortage of babies; but we must always remember that in these
matters, perhaps mare importantly than others, it is the individual who must be considered.
This couple cannot be categorised as a number in a machine or a number on a file in the
department. This couple has been treated shamefully and the Minister has refused to respond.
I ask the Treasurer, as the leader of this Government, to do something about it.
MR COURT (Nedlands -- Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [9.55 pm]: I appreciate the
opportunity during this debate to comment on three separate matters relating to the field of
minerals and energy in this State. The first area to which I will refer is the situation that is
occurring in connection with the Rudall River National Park. What is happening with this
national park is turning into quite a debacle. It has all the ingredients of becoming a dilemma
for the Labor Government because it is an issue related to the very emotional subject of
Aboriginal land rights. It also has a great deal to do with the question of exploration within
national parks, and this also is an emotional issue within the Labor Party. The question of
uranium mining is another issue because significant deposits of that mineral have been
discovered in that park.
To my knowledge the history of what has taken place in that park began in 1967 when
exploration activity was undertaken by Amax. CRA is the company which is currently in the
faring line in this park, and it commenced exploration activities in 1972. In 1977 the area was
declared a national park by the Liberal Government. In answer to a question I asked of the
Minister tonight -- I could not get the gist of what he said -- he was somewhat critical of the
way in which it had been declared a national park.
Mr Thomas: It was not subject to the same assessment procedures applied to national parks.
Mr COURT: Was the Minister saying that it should not have become a national park?
Mr Thomras: He said that it should have been looked at properly.
Mr COURT: I thought he supported the fact that it was made a national park.
Mr Thomas: It was not subject to the botanical assessment or to the Mines Department's
assessment, which is the normal procedure.
Mr Brian Burke: The Minister is paired, and I have asked the member for Welshpool to take
notes and make sure that he receives them.
Mr COURT: Thank you.
The area became a national park in 1977, and in 1979 CRA began upgrading its research
programme and has spent about $20 millon on its exploration actividies in that area.
Currently it has about 8 000 square kilometres of exploration tenements and 6 000 square
kilometres are inside the national park. The company's exploration activities have shown
that it has discovered many base metals, but the most significant metal it ha.s discovered is
uranium. The exploration activity carried out in the park -is subject to very strict
environmental guidelines which are laid down by the Department of Conservation and Land
Management, and it must comply with the Aboriginal Heritage Act.
In recent years we have seen a build-up of Aboriginal activity in that particular area. I
believe that there is strong evidence to show that the Aboriginal people are being used in this
exercise. I have a statement to prove that people have lived or worked in and around that
area for many years -- historically they go back to the 1950s and the 1960s. I can go back
before by referring to some of the families who did at one stage or another have something to
do with the area. I will get onto that in a minute. In many cases these things have been built
up. I believe it has been orchestrated, and I will give members some evidence.
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Mr Thomas: 1 do not think you are right. The first evidence of concern in the Aboriginal
communities on the activities, of CRA mainly, appeared in about late 1976. [ was involved
with some meetings with the Western Desert Lands Council on behalf of the Mvinister. [ do
not think the Conservation Council was aware of it.

Mr COURT: Let me continue with my speech. 1 will tell the member the sonts of things
which were taking place in the years about which he was talking. Very recently the Minister
for Aboriginal Affairs and the Minister for Minerals and Energy came out with a joint
statement. They had been working on this together, and I think the Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs is quite relieved that he can handle this problem in a joint exercise. These Ministers
came out with an exclusion zone whereby 7 500 square kilometres would be excluded on a
temporary basis. It was designed as a cooling-off period to work out the ground rules as to
how CRA could get in there to do its exploration.

What happened? Our friend, the Federal Minister for Aboriginal Affairs, Genry Hand, came
over to Western Australia. The State Government apparently was not aware of his plans.
When the Minister was talking on the radio he did not know what the Federal Minister's
schedule was. There was a lot of publicity about our new left-wing Minister for Aboriginal
Affairs who would hit Western Australia; he would visit Rudall River and the Kimberley and
come to grips with the whole problem.

Within a couple of days the Minister in this House said that that exclusion zone of 7 500
square kilometres, which was a temporary measure, would become permanent. i Hansard
the following appears --

Also, members will have read in the last few days that it is the decision of the
Government, with the agreement of the CRA, to protect the Aboriginal interests in the
Rudall River National Park by excluding some 7 500 square kilometres of the park
from exploration and insisting on site avoidance and social impact agreements or
conditions where exploration does occur.

Mr Court: Is this a permanent excision?

Mr BRIDGE: Yes.

Mr Court: Last week it was just a temporary one.

Mr BRIDGE: Itris permanent.

That is what happened in a couple of days when Mr Hand came across. Things changed
pretty quickly. The Opposition is very concerned at this about-face on the pant of the
Government. The member for Vasse put out a very good Press release which questions how
the Government can regulate who goes into that national park. It is a national park; it is for
all Australians.

The message coming across is that we will do special deals inside this national park for one
group of people. The Conservation and Land Management people have their role to play. It
has become an issue with Aboriginal people. The Minister for Minerals and Energy, in
answer to a question tonight, said, 'Hang on, I think there will be exploration in parts of those
areas." The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs has said there are permanent exclusions. The
Minister for Minerals and Energy says that exploration will be able to be cardied out in some
areas. We have a state of confuision. What is going on? Has that 7 500 square kilometres
been permanently locked up so that there can be no further exploration in it, or are parts of
that 7 500 square kilometres to be subject to exploration? Three Ministers are involved, one
handling National Parks, one Aboriginal Mffairs and one Minerals and Energy. They all
seem to be pulling in different directions. It is about time the situation was clarified.

There were very few Aborigines in the Rudall River National Park prior to 1982-83. That is
not very long ago. The Puninu moved in near the Lake Dora area in the north east corner of
the park. That was an exercise which occurred when some oil exploration was to take place
in that area, and they moved in. One of the senior people in that community which was put in
there said they had simply gone in to extract money from the oil company.

Mrs Buchanan: Who said that?

Mr COURT: The leader of the community,
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Mr Thomas: if I may refer to the negotiations I mentioned earlier, the communities
represented by the Western Desert Lands Council -- Garry Sherman's outfit -- said that they
were able to occupy some of the areas they had wanted to occupy because of their long
traditions only because water supplies were made available because the exploration
companies were prepared to drill wells for them.

Mr COURT: I would love to give the detailed history of the manipulations which have taken
place with Aboriginal people, including the Noonkanbah dispute. One day someone will put
the whole story together and we will see behind the scenes a group of people which has been
callously manipulating Aboriginal people.

Mr Thomas: Who would have any interest in manipulating the Aboriginal people who have
an interest in that area?

Mr COURT: Who ran the Noonkanbah exercise? Who was the brains behind that? What
did Senator Cook have to get out of that exercise.

Mr Thomas: In 1985 negotiations went on between the explorers and the Western Desert
Lands Council. At that stage I do not think the conservation movement was involved.

Mr COURT: Only a couple of years ago the Aborigines set up communities in that area so
that Mr Seaman could go and talk to them. What happened to those communities after Mlr
Seaman had spoken to them? They are not there any more. They have disappeared. Those
are the crazy sort of things which have been going on. I have spent some time talking to a
number of people who know that area extremely well. One person has been working there
for about 20 years that I know of. When we start ruining trough the history of these things
and talk to some of the Aboriginal people involved we will see that there has been a lot of
manipulation.

The Cotton Creek area has been heavily exploited. Up to 12 companies have carried out
exploration work in that area at any one turne.

The Minister for Conservation and Land Management has a role to play looking after
national parks. The Minister for Aboriginal Affairs seems to be coming under a lot of
pressure, interestingly from both the Federal people, now Mr Gerry Hand is involved there,
and his own department. The Minister for Minerals and Energy is contradictory in what he is
saying about the rights of people to explore for minerals in that area.

Mr Thomas: They are doing a pretty good job.

Mr COURT: No, the three of them are creating confusion.

Mr Thomas: Who is complaining except you?

Mr COURT: Many people. The mining industry is watching this case very closely.

Mr Thomas: I read the mining industry papers pretty closely, and not many people have
complained about this.
Mr COURT: I went to a function this evening during the dinner break. Members of the
Government were there, together with a number of mining people.
Mr Thomas: Were they CRA people?

Mr COURT: No, they were not. They were the competitors of CRA. They said they were
looking at this situation because if what is happening at Rudall River is repeated in other
parts of the State, it will end up like the Northern Territory situation; we may as well lock the
whole joint up and let everyone go home. That is the last thing we want. Last night I
-watched Gerry Hand on television.. I sat back and thought,_ I have seen this before. The
Federal Minister flies in from Canberra, puts on his outback clothes and his bush hat, sits
under a tree, and makes promises to the Aboriginal people."

Mrs Buchanan: It is better than your lot -- they send them tapes to listen to.

Mr COURT: I have seen this before over the last 10 years. Labor people say they will do
this or that; they promise this or that; they tell the Aboriginal people, "We will solve your
problems." Gerry Hand was saying that last night. He said, "I cannot promise how quickly
we will fix this situation up, but we will do something for you." But five years down the
track the Aboriginal people will have had nothing done for them and that Minister will use
them merely to climb up the scale. He will be in Canberra then with his flashy car and the
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like -- this is just a stepping stone. Just look at the members opposite here who have used the
Aboriginal people as a stepping stone in their political careers. Once the timing is right for
tern to forget about the Pilbara and the Kimnberley they come down and grab a metropolitan
seat. They do not want to know about those problems again. Last night on television Gerry
Hand said, "We will help you." The Labor Party has been in Government for five years and
has done absolutely nothing -- but that is another problem.

- Mr Thomas: Did Senator Fred Chaney do a good job?

Mr COURT: Fred Chancy does an extremely good job.

Mr Thomas: In that portfolio?

Mr COURT: I did not then and I certainly do not now agree with the moves they made in
connection wit Aboriginal land rights. I think it was an absolute disaster, and the member
has only to look at the Northern Territory to see what the result of that policy is.

Mr Thomas: And don't you think this State Goverrnent's Aboriginal land package is an
excellent compromise?

Mr COURT: It is not a compromise -- it is worse. The member laughs -

Mr Thomas: Yes, I do.

Mr COURT: -- but what his party is doing is worse. In one week it has got a national park
which is for all Western Australians.

Mr Thomas: And still is.

Mr COURT: And then 7 500 square kilometres --

Mr& Thomas: -- are excluded from mining tenements.

Mr COURT: Permanently, according to your Minister, and at the same time, because of the
cooling off period, they are going to find out how they can help Aboriginal people in this
area. If commonsense prevailed, where there are sacred sites they would do the right thing
and protect them -- of course they would. But not in this Govemment's case. In a couple of
days it can lock up 7 500 square kilometres of this State.

Mr Thomas interjected.

Mr COURT: I am glad the member for Welshpool is interjecting. I will ask him a question:
Does he support uranium mining in this State?
Mr Thomas: Yes, I do.

Mr COURT: Would the member support uranium mining if a commercial deposit were
found in that national park?
Mr Thomas: It depends.

Mr COURT: On what?

Mr Thomas: It depends on a whole lot of issues -- on the environmental impact, its
relationship to the Aboriginal communities, and so on.

Mr COURT: Is that the ALP policy?

Mr Thomas: You asked me what I thought.

Mr COURT: Does the ALP policy allow the member to support uranium mining in Western
Australia?

Mr Thomas: At the present time the policy of the ALP, as you are fuilly aware, is that it is
committed to three mines.

Mr COURT: In Australia?

Mrt Thomas: Yes.

Mr COURT: And none of those are in Western Australia?

MrThomas: No.

Mr COURT: So the member for Welshpool is a member of the Labor Party; he supports
uranium mining and I congratulate him for that because he knows that uranium is now a very
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important energy source all around the world. Many countries are using it because it is an
extremely clean form of energy. I congratulate the member personally but his party -- the
Australia Labor Party -- is stopping uranium mining in this State. It has not allowed proven
mines to go ahead.
Mr Thomas: Nobody has a prospect which is likely to see the light of day within five years.
Mr COURT: Yeelirrie would have been producing years ago.
Mr Thomas: It would not have got off the ground.
Mr COURT: It would have been producing five years ago.
Mr Thomas: You are wrong there.
Mr COURT: In any event I am glad that the member for Welshpool -- and, I would like to
think, some other members of his party -- is changing his previous very rigid views on
uranium mining, but the fact is that the mining industry wants to start producing with a
commnercial uranium mine in this State and the Labor Government will not let it. That is
what it boils down to.
Mr Thomas: Let us wait and see whether that happens. It will not happen within four or five
years.
Mr COURT: The Rudall River National Park exercise this Government is currently going
through is causing problems, with the conflicting opinions of the different Ministers. It has
now become an Aboriginal land rights issue, an issue of whether there should be uranium
mining and exploration in national parks. It is an issue which is being watched extremely
closely because what is taking place there could occur in other pants of this State as well.
Mr Thomas: The mining companies involved have not said anything publicly to criticise the
Government. The only person complaining is you.
Mr COURT: The mining companies are listening to the Minister for Minerals and Energy.
Mr Thomas: I hope so.
Mr COURT: The Minister said tonight the Government will deny access to those areas,
whereas another Minister has said they are permanently accessible.
Mr Thomas: But if you read the mining journals, overall the industry --

Mr COURT: How can a mining journal write about this? It happened only four days ago.
Mr Thomas: The mining industry had nothing but praise for the general explanation the State
Government has adopted in relation to mining, national parks, and the Aboriginal land
package. You are the only person complaining.
Mr COURT: I think the member for Welshpool is quite wrong but I will move on now to the
next issue I wish to discuss, which has to do with some amendments currently before the
Federal Parliament concerning the Petroleum (Submerged Lands) Amendment Bill. This Bill
does a number of things but the most concerning aspect ftom our point of view is that the
Federal Government proposes to repeal a section of the legislation in which there is a special
agreement that was put in place to assist Westrn Australia.
What it is planning to do with this legislation is to take away Western Australia's special
arrangements in administering offshore mining and exploration activities. These special
rights, which were negotiated in 1980 and came into effect in about 1982, were the result of a
pretty long and not bitter but certainly very much a States' rights type of debate. The State
Government realised there -had been a High Court decision which had given the Federal
Government control over these offshore areas, but the State Government had a very good
track record of handling this area and a special agreement was worked out between the State
and Federal Governments. It was sad that it was so difficult to work out such an agreement
when the Liberal Party was in Government both in the State and Federally. The agreement
gave Western Australia a special position compared wit the other States in the handling of
these exploration and offshore mining activities.
When this deal was finally sorted out -- and I was recently going through some old Press
cuttings of the rime -- it was heralded as a major breakthrough in coming to an agreement
between the State and Federal Governments. It was said to be a long-term settlement of a
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problem that had been around for a long time. I believe it is a complete breach of trust for the
Federal Government to abolish these special arrangements with Western Australia. Under
those special arrangements the two Governments had a joint authority to give approvals, If
there were disagreements with that joint authority covering the offshore exploration and
mining areas, they had a mechanism by which such disagreements could be resolved on a
Premier-to-Prime Minister basis.
That was a unique arrangement and I believe it is the way in which a true Federal system
should work. This State Government has not been vigilant in watching how the system is
administered. It has allowed the bureaucrats involved in the Federal scheme to gradually eat
into the activities and the powers of the State Government. The petroleum branch of the
Mines Department has a proven track record in administering these offshore activities and I
believe that is where this particular function should stay. I am concerned that they are taking
this agreement and attempting to repeal it. I am not sure what stage the legislation has
reached in the House of Representatives but I know that the Federal Government wants to
repeal it. We have not heard anything from the State Government in opposition to this. I do
not know what has gone on behind the scenes but I would 1like to think that this special
agreement -- which this State fought so hard for -- would flat be repealed by the centralists in
Canbewfa. We are seeing problems at present with the Federal Government trying to get rid
of the national cooperative scheme which controls the corporations and securities industry. I
am glad that the State Goverrnent has supported the approach of the Opposition. We want
this system to stay in place so that the States can play their rightful role. I want to know why
there has been silence when we have legislation in the Federal Parliament to take away that
particular agreement. Perhaps the Minister will be able to reply on that matter.
Another section of that legislation involves the system of auctioning off the offshore
exploration permits that have operated for a number of years. According to the legislation it
had to expire, I think, in October 1987. This system of cash biding for those exploration
permits tends to work against the small to medium size Australian companies. When the
different areas come up, those companies that have the financial wherewithal outbid the small
to medium size Australian companies which might be trying to get it. I believe that the effect
of this system -- which is supported by the Federal Labor Party; I would be interested to see
what the State Labor Party's opinion is -- is hindering exploration activity in the oil and gas
industry at a time when Australia needs that exploration activity.
Mr Thomas: We don't really need gas exploration.
Mr COURT: We can say that laughingly today but in a few years' time we might thank our
lucky stars that we have so much gas. Certainly when one looks at the way the oil deposits
are being depleted in Bass Strait, for example, we certainly need the oil exploration. I would
like the Government to fight those two proposals; firstly, to continue the cash bidding system,
and secondly, not to just sit back and allow the Federal Government to repeal a special
agreement which was negotiated at great length and came to fruition back in the early 1980s.
Mr Thomas: Would you prefer the work programmes to the cash bidding system?
Mr COURT: I know there are problems with the different systems that could be put in place.
People can tie up good exploration areas and not do the required amount of work, for
example, but I think the cash bidding system is simply a quick way for the Federal
Government to raise additional revenue in the short-term.
MR COWAN (Merredin -- Leader of the National Party) (10.25 pm]: The first point I would
like to make in this capital works Budget debate relates to the allocation of funding for
housing. For the last two years the State Government has been able to use its entire
allocation from the Loan Council for housing. In the 1985-86 financial year I recall that the
Government received much more than the $34.5 million that has been made available for the
coming year. In fact, the amount was in the vicinity of $100 million. At that time the
Commonwealth Government made it very clear, through the Loan Council, that in future all
States would only be able to use 60 per cent of their borrowings from the Loan Council and
direct them towards housing at the very low concessional interest rates that were made
available for housing and construction. Despite this rule that the Commonwealth wanted to
apply, as I understand it, this Government has been able to use the total amount of money
from the Loan Council allocation for housing. It has been able to direct it towards housing at
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a concessional interest rate. I appreciate that the level of funding has been reduced by more
than half this year from than which was available last year, and the funding available last year
was mn itself something like $30 million less than was made available for housing in 1985-86.
1 hope chat the Treasurer reads my commnents and gives some indication in his response to
this debate as to how it is that this Government has been able to cake the whole of the Loan
Council's allocation and place it towards housing and service the concessional interest rate on
that. I am not critical of it but I just want to know how the Government has been able to do
that. As I understand it, it runs quite contrary to the decision of the Commonwealth that State
Governments were only entitled to put a certain percentage of than type of borrowing towards
housing and constnuction, and yet here in Western Australia, over three consecutive years, we
have been able to allocate the whole 100 per cent of the funds from that source to housing.
There are several other issues I want to raise and one has been raised already tonight by the
Leader of the Opposition; than is, the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation. The Leader
of the Opposition made some quite accurate comments about RAFCOR. Last year an
estimated $40 million was allocated to RAFCOR, of which only $10 million was expended.
This year the corporation has been allocated $42.927 million. I hope that on this occasion the
corporation gets a little closer to that appropriation. One of the reasons I say that is that in
1986-87 much of the money made available was made available for a scheme known as the
"interest rate relief scheme". Than was funding made available through the State itself; it was
not funding with which the State Government was able to receive any assistance from the
Commnonwealth, but it was a proposition put forward by the State Governments as a specific
scheme to assist those people who wanted to adjust their debts and swing them over to the
corporation.
Of than $40 million, less than $3 million was used by the fanning community. We in the
National Party have made it very clear that we would prefer to see the assistance offered to
the fanning community through the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation in the form
of an interest rate subsidy and not one of readjustment of loans and merely transferring the
debt from perhaps one financial institution to another at a slightly different interest rate. We
would have much preferred to see farmers' debts remain where they were and the interest
rates on those loans reduced to manageable amounts.
It is very pleasing to me to be able to record that the corporation has attempted to move in
that direction, but members must appreciate than there is a difference between an interest rate
relief scheme and the interest rate subsidy scheme as it operates within the corporation today.
It concerns me to note than in all of the documents which refer to the amount of funding to be
made available to the corporation, the Government refers to an interest rate relief scheme and
not to an interest rate subsidy scheme. There is a significant difference- One of them proved
to be valuable last year, and the other proved to be a complete white elephant. It is
unfortunate than all the references in this year's Budget papers are to the scheme which was
undoubtedly a white elephant. That is an area which needs to be clarified by the Treasurer in
his response to this debate.
One point which needs to be made clear to the Government is that if funds are left over
because of insufficient applications from the farming community, it would be appropriate for
the Government to look at expanding the number of businesses to which this type of service
can be made available rather than leave the funds completely under-utilised. Last year we
said we would lie to see the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation take on board die
additional responsibility of catering for small rural businesses which provide a service to the
agricultural industry and which are not part of, or agents of, a very large Australia-wide
company. That recommendation has fallen on deaf ears to date, but it would be appropriate if
the-Government was prepared to give the corporation the ability to receive applications for
finance from some of the small rural businesses which have great difficulty in obtaining
borrowings at interest rates which are affordable and reasonable, and give the corporation
some authority to deal with applications from those people. It would be far more appropriate
if the funds given to the corporation were fully utilised in this way rather than their being
unexpended or, in some cases where assistance has been provided to the State Government
by the Commonwealth Government, for those funds to be returned to the Commonwealth.
That happened last year with more than $1 million which was appropriated to the State by the
Commonwealth for the purpose of rural adjustment schemes. The State could not utilize
those funds and had to return them to the Commonwealth Government.
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While I accept there has been an upturn in agricultural commodity prices, and to some extent
increases in farm input costs have slowed, there is still a great deal to be done before the
agricultural industries move into a reasonably high profit situation where they resume
payment of taxation at reasonable rates. It is very important that companies or businesses
which service agriculture are not totally ignored. If one examines the records one finds that
the Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation has in excess of $1 million out on loan to the
farming community, but the level of assistance available to industries which service
agriculture would be lucky to be measured in millions of dollars. It would be lucky to make
$1 million.

While we recognise that some assistance has been given to farmers it must be accepted that
industries which support agriculture and are totally dependent on it -- if agriculture suffers an
economic downturn, so do they -- have been neglected in the assistance packages made
available.

One of the issues which affect country people more than anything else is transport. It is
appropriate in this debate to make some comparison between road and rail transport. I accept
that it is not the General Loan and Capital Works Fund which produces the funding for the
Main Roads Department, but we have to quote these figures to be able to make a comparison.
It is interesting to note that in Western Australia $293.8 million is expended on roads
annually from all sources. Most of that comes in the form of grants, so there is roughly
$6.5 million to be taken from that figure and used for debt servicing. Drawing a comparison
with that other land transport facility, Westrail, one sees that this year it has been allocated
$35.7 million for various capital works programmes, and of that $11.8 million is direct
borrowings by Westrail on which it has to meet the interest cost.
If we look at its overall interest charges and debt servicing we see it has an annual bill in
excess of $28 million. Clearly there is a decided disadvantage to Westrail in that type of
funding in comparison with road funding. Westrail receives $35.7 million in its capital
works programme, of which $11.8 million has to be borrowed, and it has an annual debt
service amount of $28 million. Contrast that with road funding which receives $293 million,
and only $6.4 million is necessary for debt servicing. It becomes clear that Westrail is
operating at a distinct disadvantage when it comes to the provision of those facilities which
are so necessary to provide an efficient and fast transport system.

It is to be expected that Westrail is the most efficient mover of bulk commodities, which
include so many agricultural products. Until we can redress the imbalance in the provision of
capital funds, Westrail will always remain at a disadvantage. It is either that or the alternative
of being prepared to accept and write off the annual interest charges and debt services which
Westrail is forced to meet on an annual basis. Until that happens, there is no way in which
rail transport will ever compete with road transport; and for as long as that happens we will
always see anomalies in the grain freight transport rates which create so many problems for
Westrail and which certainly are most unpopular with the people delivering grain to local Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd receival points between now and the end of January. In fact,
some farmers in the northern wheatbelt have already commenced that procedure.
It would be timely if the Government looked very closely at the level of capital funding it
makes available to Westrail. In future the Government should ensure that the amount is far
more appropriate for the level of service that is expected of our rail transport system and
gives it the opportunity to compete on an equal footing with the State's road transport system.

Another area to which I will refer concerns the regional port facilities in this State. Not one
regional port in Western Australia has the capacity to handle ships of a size that like to come
to this State to transport grain to other countries. If ships of more than 35 000 or 40 000
tonnes call at the ports of Geraldton, Bunbury, Albany, or Esperance to be loaded with grain.
it is a requirement that CBH or the Australian Wheat Board adopts a two-pant loading system.
Quite clearly that, in itself, is an inefficient system. In addition, quite often the portside
facilities at the port of Albany are not available for the efficient handling of wool, and in
many instances the harbour is not adequate for the vessels of the size that want to enter that
port and transport the wool from this country to our major importing nations. Even in the
areas where there has been an attempt by the Government to improve the facilities at
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regional pants, it appears that there is some difficulty in being able to achieve the best
utilisation of those capital funds.

I draw the attention of members to the situation at Esperance where the Government has set
aside something in the order of $4.5 million to deepen the harbour. I point out to the House
that one thing the Government has forgotten is the placement of facilities at the wharf. If that
harbour is deepened in the manner outlined by the Esperance Port Authority, I understand
that CBH will be required to shift its ship loading facility to another berth and the cost of that
would be well in excess of the money that has already been appropriated for the deepening of
the harbour. It is clear that there has not been a great deal of coordination or cooperation
between the various bodies which make use of these regional ports. It is something that
needs to be addressed very quickly.

It is clear to the National Party that insufficient funds are being expended on the
improvement to regional ports, and it is very disappointing to find that what money has been
allocated is not being allocated in the most efficient fashion. I am sure that would concern
everybody.

The National Party would like to see each of the regional ports in Western Australia
improved to the extent where grain could be exported on a one-port loading basis and wool
would not be taken to Albany but, after it has been sold, transported by rail to Fremantle and
loaded onto ships. I cannot see, in any shape or form, how that can be the most efficient
service we can offer to firstly, primary producers and secondly, to the customers of this
country who buy that primary produce.

It is clear that there needs to be more discussion between the industries representing primary
producers such as the woolgrowers, the grain growers, and particularly the handlers of the
grain, to ensure that the funds allocated from the capital works programme for improvements
to regional ports are expended efficiently.

Finally, I refer to the allocation of funding for water resources. It has been accurately stated
that this comdig summer will severely test not only mural Western Australia, but also the
whole of Western Australia. I anticipate that the metropolitan area, unless it draws heavily
on its underground aquifers, will face a serious water situation by the end of this summer.

It is already apparent that the country areas that are not on the comprehensive water supply
will be facing severe and limited restrictions, but that is not new to the people in those areas.
Restrictions have probably been applied seven times in the last 10 years. I am pleased to be
able to commend the Minister for Water Resources on the fact that in something like 25 years
he has been able to direct funds from the capital works programme into augmenting a water
supply system that will supply the south west land division. The expenditure of funds in
previous years, if there were any -- I must confess that there would not have been a great
deal -- have usually been set aside for improving water supplies in some of the mining areas
in the north west. That is not something about which I am being critical because just as we
have a demand for water, so too do many other places. It is very important that it be
remembered by members in this House that we really have seen 25 years of neglect of water
supplies in the south west land division.

We have a lot of time to make up. There needs to be increased capital funding to harness the
potable water supplies in the south west of the division. Clearly this Government has chosen
to start with the Harris River Damn in order to improve the quality of water made available
through the Wellington Damn system. There are some people who would argue that that
priority is wrong. and that people who get their water from the Wellington Dam -- while, as
the member for Narrogin says, it has clearly destructive qualities when added to a glass of
scotch -- nevertheless are getting water. There are a lot of other places which do not have
water at all, let alone water of rather dubious quality. Nevertheless, that decision has now
been made and the Harris River Dam is earmarked for construccion.

I hope that this Government will turn its attention to other water resources which can be
harnessed and fed into the existing system. The system can then be expanded on the
understanding that adequate resources will be available to supply the extended area to be
reticulated. There are many places in the eastern wheat-belt where the pipeline stops and it
would be a simple matter - provided the resources were available - for the terminals around
those pipelines to be extended out 15 or 20 kilomietres, without causing any real problems to
the capacity of the pumping stations. That possibility needs to be examined.
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I hope the Harris River Damn is not going to be a one-off capital expenditure item, and that in
future years we will not again see die situation where very little money is spent on
continually upgrading and improving water resources. The first thing that comes to mind is
the scheme to complement the existing Mundaring Weir and goldfields water supply. There
is no doubt that that should be the next step which the Government takes. It has always
struck me as ludicrous that in that particular scheme all of those places from Tammin west,
where they get far better rainfall than places east of Tamiun, are entitled to use scheme water
to reticulate their ovals, tennis courts, bowling greens and anything else one cares to name,
while east of that town places are severely limited and restricted in the amount of water they
can pump on to their recreational playing fields, because of some edict that has been handed
on year after year. It is time that that situation was reviewed and all areas given an
opportunity for access to a comprehensive water supply, particularly in the times we will be
facing in the near future. Most of those eastern towns have made their own water supply
available. When they nan out they have to rely upon scheme water. All too often when they
make their application their request is refused. Yet we see, west of a certain line, people
given the opportunity to pump as much water as they like on to their ovals, provided they pay
for it. Before we can even pumnp it we have to ask for it, and often that permission is refused.
Mr Bridge: Under our current policy the area that you referred to east of the line, as well as
the area around Narembeen and Pingrup is currently being examined for the extension of the
comprehensive scheme. They are currently on the drawing board, so that is consistent with
what you are seeking.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Trenorden.

House adjourned -at 10.54 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
WA MINT
Investment

1682. Mr HASSELL, to the Treasurer:

With reference to his statement dated 10 June 1985 which commenced with
the sentence, "T'he Western Australian public will be invited to invest in die
Perth Mint", what progress has been made in establishing structures to
enable the public to invest in the Perth Mint?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The member will recall that the Perth Mint Amendment Act 1986 made no
provision for private investment in the Western Australian Mint. This
followed the Government's success in winning the approval of the
Commonwealth Government to mint and issue the Australian Nugget gold
coin. In short, private ownership was considered inappropriate for the mint
while producing and marketing coinage that was official Australian
currency and was likely to impact negatively on other opportunities to
produce previous metals coinage for other countries.

Although the Nugget itself represents an opportunity for the public to
invest in gold and indirectly the future of the Perth Mint, other structures
that may provide opportunities for the public to invest in gold are under
consideration by GoldCorp Australia.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Redirection: Review

1683. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:

Referring to his letter of 27 May 1987 concerning the Government's
practice of redirecting and answering by letter questions on notice that are
inadvertently addressed to the wrong Minister, to my letter to him of 2 July
1981 asking him to review the practice the Government has adopted, and to
his response of 8 July saying. 'I have noted your comments and will give
consideration to your request in due course", what consideration has been
given to the matter, and is he prepared in a cooperative way for the better
workings of Parliament to change the practice which he instituted against
the Opposition?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

I have given consideration to the member's request and have agreed that
questions which are addressed to the wrong Minister can now be
transferred internally to the correct Minister.

However, as this practice will involve delays in obtaining the information,
it is not unreasonable for the Opposition to expect information will not be
supplied in the same time as one might expect information to be supplied
when the question is addressed to the appropriate Minister.

ACTS AMENDMENT (ELECTORAL REFORM) BILL
Proclamation

1805. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) When can it be expected that the electoral reform Act will be proclaimed?
(2) When will there be steps taken to start the statutory process of

redistributing the new electoral districts and regions?

(3) Should there have been any, in lack of the Act being in operation, non-
official preparations undertaken towards the distribution of boundaries?

(4) When can it be expected that the newly proposed boundaries will be first
announced for objections?
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Mr BRYCE replied:

(04-2)
The proclamation of the Acts Amendment (Electoral Reform) Act 1987 is
planned for the near future. Much work has been done on the process of
advertising and interviewing to fill the positions of Electoral
Commissioner and Deputy Electoral Commissioner. When this process is
completed and consultation with the leaders of parliamentary panties has
occurred, the Government will then be able to announce the appointments
and proclaim the new law.

(3) A redistribution of electoral boundaries will commence as soon as
practicable after the commencement of the Act; and in view of this
requirement the Chief Electoral Officer has, in anticipation of the
proclamation, given some attention to preparing the Electoral Department
for its role in the redistribution process.

(4) This preparatory work should help to make it possible for the Electoral
Distribution Commissioners to make an early start and receive from the
public the written suggestions and comments of steps I and 2 in the
redistribution process. Within 42 days of receiving comments on the
initial suggestions, the Electoral Distribution Commissioners are required
to publish their initial proposals. It is in the 30 days following the
publication of the initial proposals that objections may be lodged.

GOVERNMENT INSTRUMENTALITIES
Advertising: Expenditure

1814. Mr COWAN, to the Treasurer:

(1) What was the total amount of expenditure by Government departments and
agencies on advertising for the financial year 1986-87?

(2) What is the estimated amount for the current financial year?

(3) Does the Government have current contracts with any advertising
agencies?

(4) If so, which ones?

Mr BRIA N BURKE replied:

(1) See reply to question 1147.

(2) There is no official estimate, but it is expected that expenditure will be in
the order of that for 1986-87.

(3)-(4)
Departments and authorities make their own arrangements, and I am
advised that several agencies are under contract.

TEACHERS CREDIT SOCIETY
Funds Injected

1825. Mr LIGHTFOOT, to the Treasurer:

(1) What funds have been injected by the Rural and Industries Bank into the
Teachers Credit Society as part of carry on-rescue operations?

(2) What conditions were placed on the injection?

(3) Can he offer an assurance that all other credit societies and unions are free
from liquidity and/or lending problems?

(4) Will he table or make available all reports and correspondence from the
Registrar of Credit Unions with respect to Teachers Credit Society from
June ended 1986 to the present?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1)-(2)
This is a matter between the Rural and Industries Bank and Teachers
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Credit Society as pant of the confidential bank-client relationship, and!I am
not aware of the detail.

(3) 1 have instructed the Registrar of Co-operative and Financial Institutions to
undertake a full review of credit unions.

(4) No.
LAND

Salt Encroachment: Losses
1842. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) What estimated area of Western Australian agricultural land has been lost
by reason of salt encroachmnent in each of the last ten years?

(2) What is the current estimated annual rate of salt encroachment of farm
lands?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) The area of land lost to secondary salinity has been assessed every five

years by the Bureau of Statistics. The method is increasingly unreliable,
and indeed the bureau did not publish the 1984 survey results. Results
from the last three surveys are --

1974 167 294 ha
1979 263 752 ha
1984 254 690 ha

It is the opinion of research scientists and fanmers that salinity is still
increasing and that perhaps the 1979 figure was an overestimate and the
1984 figure an underestimate. The Department of Agriculture is
developing remote sensing systems to more accurately define trends in salt
land spread.

(2) The current subjective assessment is 10 000 ha per year. For details of the
Department of Agriculture's salinity research, see answer to question
2126.

CREDIT UNIONS
Ministerial Responsibility

1854. Mr COWAN, to the Premier:
(1) Further to question 1777 of 1987, has responsibility for the Credit Unions

Act been transferred from the Minister for Housing to the Treasurer?
(2) Have any other ministerial responsibilities been reassigned since the

publication of responsibilities in the Government Gazette of 16 March
1987?

(3) In order to assist members in directing questions to the appropriate
Minister, will he consider notifying all members by letter of any future
transfer of ministerial responsibilities?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.

There have been some changes, and the member will be notified in
writing. In future, members winl be advised of transfers of responsibilities.

SOUTH WEST DEVELOPMENT AUJTHORITY
Budget Allocation: Administration

1857. Mr MacKJNNON, to the Minister for The South West:
(1) Will he detail what the $226 485 listed under Administration in Division 60

of the Consolidated Revenue Fund Estimates for the year ended 30 June
1987 was spent on in chat year?
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(2) Will he detail what the $636 000 listed wider Administration in Division 60
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund Estimates for the year ending 30 June
1988 will be spent on in the year ending 30 June 1988?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1 )-(2)

Divisoa 60. South West Development Authority -

Cotingencies
Adninistration. section 1986-87 1987-88
Other staff costs 39166 40000
Commuications 19099 20000
Services and contracts 100542 146000
Consumable supplies 22489 24000
Maintenance of Plant and

equipment 11539 12000
Purchase plant and

equipment 33650 32000
Grants subsidies transfer

payments* 6
$226 485 $636000

* Debt servicing costs -- interest on borrowings for approved capital works --

which were included in the area of economic and social development in
1986-87 have been included under administration for 1987-88 and are
shown as $362 000 in grants subsidies and transfer payments.

MINERALS: STATE BATTERIES
Operations

1913. Mr MENSAROS, to the Treasurer:
(1) flow many State Batteries are presently in operation?
(2) What is the treatment charge?
(3) Are all the batteries able to satisfy demand without any waiting time?
Mr BRIAkN BURKE replied:
(1) Five batteries are presently operating. Those at Coolgardie. Marvel Loch,

Leornora, and Boogardie will continue in operation. Laverton Battery will
close on completion of die current cmusbing.

(2) $25 per ton.
(3) Generally yes, but with occasional small waiting time due to fluctuations

on deliveries.
TECHNOLOGY: COMPUTERS

Public Sector: Study
1917- Dr LAWRENCE, to the Minister for Industry and Technology:

(1) Is it a fact that the Departnient of Computing and Information Technology
has recently completed a comprehensive study of Western Australian
public sector major computing facilities?

(2) In respect of information technology in the Western Australian public
sector during the next five years. can he indicate approximate estimates of
anticipated expenditure on --

(a) specialist human resources;
(b) computer equipment;
(c) software;
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(d) maintenance;
(e) accommodation?

Mr BRYCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Anticipated expenditur on information technology in the Western

Australian public sector during die nest five years is --
(a) specialist human resources $175 million
(b) computer equipment $340 million
(c) software $ 50 million
(d) maintenance $110 million
(e) accommnodation $ 72 millon

(0 telecommunications, services and
contracts, and consumnables $145 million

AGRICULTURE: PESTICIDES
Warnings

2010. Mr HOUSE, to the Minister for Agriculture:
With reference to chemical residues in meat, as most of the labels on
insecticides used in agriculture contain no specific warnings that residue
could be anticipated in stock after an elapsed time use, winl he take steps to
force chemical companies to put warnings on their product labels pointing
out the problems that might be anticipated in the soil in future years?

Mr GRILL replied:
Pesticide products are registered when the Pesticides Advisory Commurittee
is satisfied that, based on the best infornation currently available, adequate
warnings concerning health, environment, and agriculture are given on the
label. There is no need to change this.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Work Practices

2030. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
Will he please detail work practices within the State Energy Commission,
particularly in relation to power generation, which he believes require
modification in the interests of satisfactory productivity?

Mr PARKER replied:
No.

STATE ENERGY COMMISSION
Union Negotiations

2032. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(I) In relation to the National Wage Case decision in March 1987 and the

second tier increase and recent negotiations and settlement between the
State Energy Commission and unions involved, and having regard to the
list of matters identified by the State Energy Comnmission for consideration

-- in examining -changes, -will he tell the House -whether these matters were
dealt with in the settlement with the State Energy Commission unions?

(2) Which of the list of matters for consideration of change was dealt with so
that change was effected?

(3) What unsatisfactory work practices remain in the State Energy
Commission?

(4) What action is being taken in relation to them?

Mr PARKER replied:
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Agreement has not yet been reached on a second tier wage increase
between the Stare Energy Commission and the unions involved.
Negotiations are continuing.

MOTOR VEHICLE DRWVERS' LICENCES
Concessional Rates

2056. Mr LEWIS, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
In view of his statement in his second reading speech on the Road Traffic
Amendment Bill (No 2) of 1986, where he said entitlement to concessions
on motor vehicle licence fees would be extended to those aged pensions
and aged service pensioners nor currently entitled to a concession, why are
applications for concessions by aged war widows now being refused?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
I refer the member to my second reading speech on the Road Traffic Bill
(No 2) of 1986 in which I stated that to be entitled to the concession a
person must be the holder of a pensioner health benefit card and receive an
age pension under the Social Security Act or an age service pension under
the Veterans Entitlement Act. Persons who are in receipt of a war widow's
pension are not means tested in respect of their pension entitlemnt and do
not qualf for a pensioner health benefit card. Therefore, war widows are
ineligible for the vehicle concession rebate.
The member's office has previously been advised that the matter is under
review.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Poles: Pesticides

2057. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
Had the State Energy Commission knowledge of the fact that the
appropriate United States of American authorities banned the use of
chemicals like aidrin and dieldrin on land which is used for grazing cattle?

Mr PARKER replied:
No. The State Energy Cormmfission does not monitor the agricultural use of
chemicals in the United States of America. Pole treatment in Western
Australia has been in accord with Western Australian statutory authorities'
guidelines, and the chemicals used in accordance with their registered
labels.

STATE GOVERNMENT INSURANCE COMMISSION
Expenditure

2059. Mr MENSAROS. to the Treasurer:
(1) What was the total capital expenditure of the Stage Government Insurance

Office during the financial year 1986-87?
(2) What pant (expressed in money and percentage terms) of this amount has

been sourced -

(a) from borrowing through the capital loan fund;
(b) borrowing from outside capital loan funds;
(c) from the instrutmentality's internal sources -- funds from

depreciation, special reserve funds, etc?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:.
(1) Total capital expenditure of the State Government Insurance Office for the

six-month period 1 July 1986 to 31 December 1986 was $1 611 607; total
capital expenditure of the State Government Insurance Commission for the
six-mont period 1 January 1987 to 30 June 1987 was $1 198 396
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(2) (a) None;
(b) none;
(c) 100 per cent.

STATE ENERGY COMISSION
Expenditure

2064. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) What was the total capital expenditure of the State Energy Commission

during the financial year 1986-87?
(2) What pant of this amount, expressed in money and percentage terms, has

been sourced --

(a) from borrowing through the capital loan fund;
(b) borrowing from outside capital loan funds;
(c) from the instrumentality's internal sources -- funds from

depreciation, special reserve funds, etc?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) $2451737 million.
(2) (a) Nil;

(b) $1343750 million -- 55 per cent;
(c) $1 10.987 million -- 45 per cent.

WA EXIM CORPORATION
Expenditure

2065. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Economic Development:
(1) What was the total capital expenditure of the Western Atistralian Exim

Corporation during the financial year 1986-87?
(2) What pant of this amount, expressed in money and percentage terms, has

been sourced --

(a) from borrowing through the capital loan fund;
(b) borrowing from outside capital loan funds;
(c) from the instrumentality's internal sources -- funds from

depreciation, special reserve funds, etc?
Mr PARKER replied:

This information cannot be made available for reasons of comm ercial
confidentiality. The WA Exini Corporation's annual report and accounts
will be presented to Parliament in due course.

AUSTRALIAN BICENTENNIAL AUTHORITY
Western Australian Councdl: Expenditure

2066. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for The Arts:
(1) What was the total capital expenditure of the Western Australian Council

of the Australia Bicentennial Authority during the financial year 1986-87?
(2) What pant of this amount, expressed in money and percentage terms, has

been sourced --
(a) from borrowing through the capital loan fund;
(b) borrowing from outside capital loan funds;
(c) from the instrumentality's internal sources -- funds from

depreciation, special reserve funds, etc?
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Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Nil.
(2) See (1) above.

SOUITHWEST DEVELOPMENT AUITHORITY
Expenditure

2067. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for The South West:
(1) What was the total capital expenditure of the South West Development

Authority during the rmnancial year 1986-87?
(2) What pant of this amount, expressed in money and percentage termns, has

been sourced --

(a) from borrowing through the capital loan fund;,
(b) borrowing from outside capital loan funds;
(c) from the instrumentality's internal sources (funds from

depreciation, special reserve funds, etc.)
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Actual capital expenditure in 1986-87 was $444 640.
(2) (a) $444 640 -- IO percent;

(b) nil;
(c) nil.

TRANS PERTH
Expenditure

2076. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Transport:
(1) What was the total capital expenditur of Transperth -- Metropolitan

Passenger Transport Trust -- during the financial year 1986-87?
(2) What part of this amount, expressed in money and percentage terms, has

been sourced -

(a) from borrowing through the capital loan fund;
(b) borrowing from outside capital loan funds;
(c) from the instrumentality's internal sources -- funds from

depreciation, special reserve funds, etc?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) $25.048 million.
(2) (a) Borrowings $24.346 million 97.20 per cent

(b) nil;
(c) $0.361 million 1.44 per cent
Balance
ABRD grant $0.341I million 1.36 per cent

100.00 per cent
TRANSPORT: STATESHIPS

Expenditure
2078. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Transport:

(1) What was the total capital expenditure of the Stateships (Western
Australian Coastal Shipping Commission) dqring the financial year 1986-
87?

(2) What part of this amount, expressed in money and percentage terms, has
been sourced --
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(a) from borrowing through the capital loan fund;
(b) borrowing from outside capital loan funds;
(c) from the instumwentality's internal sources - funds from

depreciation, special reserve funds, etc?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) $92376.
(2) (a) Nil;

(b) nil;
(c) $92 376-- 100 percent.

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Expenditure

2079. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Srnall Business:
(1) What was the total capital expenditure of' the Small Business Development

Corporation during the financial year 1986-87?
(2) What pant of this amount, expressed in money and percentage trns, has

been sourced --

(a) from borrowing through the capital loan fund;
(b) borrowing from outside capital loan funds;
(c) from the instrumentality's internal sources -- funds from

depreciation, special reserve funds, etc?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) $70292.
(2) The amount applied for purchase of assets was sourced from Consolidated

Revenue Fund.
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS PLANNING AUTHORITY

Expenditure
2081. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(t) What was the total capital expenditure of the Aboriginal Affairs Planning
Authority during the financial year 1986-87?

(2) What part of this amount, expressed in money and percentage terms, has
been sourced --

(a) from borrowing through the capital loan fund;
(b) borrowing from outside capital loan funds;
(c) from the instrumentality's internal sources -- funds from

depreciation, special reserve funds, etc?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) $1037693.
(2) Nil.

ROAD: SOUTH STREET
Widening

2082. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Referring to question 1645 of 15 September 1987, can he advise me as to

what amount of funding will be provided to the Melville City Council for
the purpose of widening South Street, east of Karel Avenue during the
year ending 1988?

(2) If not, when does he expect to make a decision on this matter?
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Mr TROY replied:

An amount of $480 000 for the Melville City Council has been set aside in
1987-88 to enable commencement of this project. The project, however,
needs the approval of the Federal Minister for Transport.

EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
Murdoch Electorate: Computers

2088. Mr MacKJNNON, to the Minister for Education:

(1) What funds have been provided to each of the following high schools
during the year ended 30 June 1987 for the purpose of purchasing
computer equipment --

(a) Lynwood Senior High School;

(b) Willenton Senior High School;,

(c) Rossmoyne Senior High School,

(2) What funds are to be provided to each of these schools during the year
ending 30 June 1988 for the same purpose?

(3) What is the current enrolment at each of these schools?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) (a)$10 800;

(b) nil;

(c) nil.
(2) To dare grants have been allocated as follows --

Lynwood Senior High School $3 135
Willenton Senior High School $34716
Rossmoyne Senior High School $42 589
It should be noted that the amount of funding to each school during the
year ending 30 June 1988, has been discounted in relation to funds and
subsidies received by each school during the previous five years for the
purchase of computing resources. The amount of funding allocated to
Lynwood Senior High School takes into account the fact that the school has
received a total of $36 480 in the previous five years.

(3) Current enrolments are as follows --

Lynwood Senior High School 1 105 as at 25 September 1987
Willerton Senior High School 1 291 as at 14 October 1987
Rossmoyne Senior High School 1 311 as at 14 October 1987

ENVIRONMENT: PEEL INLET
Dredging

2090. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for The South West:

(1) Who will carry out the $1 million dredging plan for the Peel Inlet channel
as announced in the recent State Budget and reported in the Coastal
District Times of 17 September?

(2) What will that work entail?

(3) When will the work commnence?

(4) When will the work be completed?

Mr GRILL replied:

This question should have been directed to the Minister for Transport, who
wall answer the question in writing in due course .
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MINING
National Parks: Bailey Report

2093. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:
(1) What action does the Government now intend 10 take in relation to the

Bailey Report into mining in national parks?
(2) When is it likely that that action will be taken?
Mr PARKER replied:
(1) The Government is presently considering the report and recommendations

by the committee on exploration and mining in national parks and nature
reserves, as well as a report on the public submissions received, and a
report and recommendations prepared by the Environmental Protection
Authority. It is the Government's intention to use these reports to develop
a policy that will balance the need for an adequate conservation reserve
system with the requirements of the mineral resource industry.

(2) The Government expects to be in a position to announce its policy towards
the end of November.

TECHNICAL AND FURTHER EDUCATION
Southern Regional College: Degree Courses

2099. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Education:
(1) Which degree courses, and from which tertiary institution, have been

provided at the Great Southern Regional College of Technical and Further
Education in each of the past five years?

(2) How many years of each course have been available at Albany?
(3) How many students have been enrolled in each course as --

(a) hill-rime students;
(b~) pant-time students,

in each subject for each of those years?
(4) What is planned to provide additional places, additional courses, and an

increase in the length of time the courses are available at Albany -- that is,
more than the first year?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Higher Education Contracted Course Subjects, Levels arid Student Numbers

YEAR COURSE INST]TUTIONLEVEL F/r ir

1983 Bacb.Business WAIT 1st yr 4 5

1984 Bacb.Busincss WAIT 1st yr 2 20

1985 Bach.Business WAIT 1st yr 5 16
Bach.App.Science WAIT 4th yr &
Bacb.Education WACAE afl yrs 21
Grad.Dip.Computer Education WACAE
Assoc.Dip.Agric WAIT 1st yr 17

1987 Bach.Business CURTIN 1st yr 6 14
Bach.App.Science (Nuniaig) CURTIN 4th yr iS
B acb.of Arts (Fine Arts) CURTIN 1st yr S
Back~lusittess (Agrculture) CURTIN 1st yr 9
Assoc.Dip.Agfic 14
Back.Education WACAB all yrs S
Grad.Dip.Computer Education WACAE all y's 5
Back.Cornputer Sc. MURDOCH 1st yr 4 3
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(4) Proposals from TAPE to the contracting higher education institutions
currently awaiting decisions are as follows --

(a) an increase in student places sufficient to absorb the regional
demnand for aD courses where viable student numbers and
appropriate facilities exist;

(b) extension into the second year of undergraduate courses where
numbers are viable and appropriate facilities available;

(c) provision for external studies wherever possible, in subjects and
courses that are available on campus at the college for students
located in the Great Southern Region.

At this stage, courses approved for the college in 1988, subject to student
demand, are as follows --

Bachelor of Business Curtin I1st year

Bachelor of Applied Science (Nursing) Curtin 4th year

Bachelor of Arts (Fine Arts) Curtin 1st year

Bachelor of Business (Agiriculture) Curtin 1st year

Assoc. Diploma in Agriculture

Bachelor of Arts (Social Science) Curtin 1sn year

Diploma of Applied Science (Nursing) Cuntin 1st year

Bachelor of Education WACAE all years

Grad. Dip. Computer Education

Bachelor of Computer Science Murdoch 1st year

Aboriginal Bridging Course Cuztin

STATE FINANCE: BUDGET
Allocations: National Safer Council

2101. Mr BRADSHAW, tothe Minister for Police and Emergency Services:.
(1) How much money has been allocated for the National Safety Council in

1987-88?
(2) How much was allocated in 1986-87?
(3) Will school driver training teachers continue to be trained by the National

Safety Council?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) $212500.
(2) $850000.
(3) No. The bulk of school driver training fished when the Education

Department ceased funding the programme during the time of the Liberal
Government -- at the end of 198 1. Since that timne, the council has only
provided training to instructors from schools with local funding.
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ROAD BRIDGQE
Rurswood: Completion

2105. Mr CASH, to die Minister for Transport:
(1) When is the Burswood bridge due to be completed?
(2) Has there been a change to the original proposed completion date?
(3) If so, why?
(4) What is the estimated cost of the project?
(5) Is he aware of claims by the Perth City Council that delays in completing

the project may make city traffic intolerable?
(6) Will he meet with a deputation from the Perth City Council to discuss the

effect of possible delays to the project?
Mr TROY replied:
(1) As a result of a recent review, the Burswood bridge could be delayed up to

one to two years although details have yet to be finalised. A delay of this
order would see completion of the bridge in 1992-93.

(2) Yes.
(3) Because of overall constraints on road funding at the Commonwealth and

State level, it has been necessary to review earlier forecasts of project
completion dates. Such a review is normal practice, particularly in the
current economic climate when funding predictions are difficult.

(4) The Burswood bridge is part of the first stage of the city northern bypass
project. This first stage provides a new road link from Great Eastern
Highway. Rivervale to Bennett Street, East Perth and is estimated to cost
$31 million in August 1987 prices.

(5) [ have heard of these claims, but I do not believe that a delay of one to two
years would result in an intolerable traffic situation.

(6) Yes.
TRANSPORT: STATESHIPS

costs
2107. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Transport:

Can he provide a breakdown of the costs incurred by the State Shipping
Service over the past five years in the following areas -

(a) 'operating costs on board vessels;
(b) cargo handling costs at discharge ports,
(c) operating costs of the terminal at North Wharf?

Mr TROY replied:
(a) Operating costs which exclude charter hire, administration, and cargo

costs --

1983 $14088455

1984 $15 184 104

1985 $15454914

1986 $14 679 941

1986-87 $16594 110
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(b) Stevedoring and cargo costs -- total all ports --

1983 $9954517

1984 $11328993

1985 $10562315

1986 $12353852

1986-87 $11473315

(c) Stateships does not operate the North Quay Termninal. This operation was
taken over by Patrick Stevedoring in 1985. The operating costs prior to
that time require extrapolation, and will be advised in due course, if still
required.

NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL
Cycle Riding Courses

2110. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Does the National Safety Council conduct bicycle riding courses aimed at

teaching children how to ride safely on the road?
(2) [( yes, what is the charge (or the course?
(3) If no to (1), has this activity been transferred to another Government

department or agency, and if so will he provide details of when the course
was transferred from the National Safety Council to the new operator, and
the amount of the fees charged for this service?

Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Yes. However, the responsibility for these courses is to be transferred to

the Police Department in the very near future.
(2) The course is free.
(3) Not applicable -- see (1) and (2).

ROAD
Cascades-Lake King: Construction

2117. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Is he aware of the requests by farmers and other community groups in the

Cascades-Lake King localities for the construction of the Cascades-Lake
King road?

(2) If yes, when does he expect the road to be completed?
(3) Has provision been made in the 1987-88 Budget for any work on this road,

and if so will he advise the amount and the work to be done?
(4) Will he meet a deputation of farmers and other concerned members of the

community for the purpose of confmrning the Government's intentions on
the Cascades-Lake King road?

Mr TROY replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)-(3)

There is an existing low standard track from the vicinity of the Esperance
Shire boundary just north west of Cascades to the Lake King-Norseman
road, and this lies in undeveloped country in the Shire of Ravensthorpe.
Neither the Ravensthwrpe Shire Council nor the Main Roads Department
has any plans to allocate funds to the construction of a road linking
Cascades and Lake King at the present timne.

(4) Yes.
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ELECTORAL REDISTRIBUTON
Planning

2123. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

(1) What preliminary work has been carried out to prepare for an electoral
redistribution?

(2) What officers have been involved in that work?

(3) In particular, has his adviser, Mir Graham Hawkes or any other adviser of
similar position or statue been involved?

(4) When will the new legislation be proclaimed and take effect?

(5) When will the Electoral Commissioner be appointed?

(6) When does he anticipate the initial draft electoral redistribution to be
completed?

(7) When does he anticipate the whole process of distribution to be final ised?

Mr BRYCE replied:

(1)-(7)
In question 1805 the spokesman for the Parliamentary Liberal Party on
electoral reform made inquiries along the same lines as this question
relating to the electoral redistribution which is anticipated under the
provisions of the Acts Amendment (Electoral Reform) Act 1987.

The Chief Electoral Officer has made some preliminary tentative contacts
with Government agencies that either have a traditional role in the
provision of services relating to a redistribution, or which may be required
by the Electoral Distribution Commissioners in view of the criteria to be
applied. 'The Chief Electoral Officer has taken this preliminary duty upon
himself to ensure that those agencies would be in a position to provide
services if and when required either by the Distribution Commissioners or
circumstances.
The Chief Electoral Officer consulted with the departments of land
management. State planning, Government Statistician, State printing
services, Treasury, and Australian Electoral Commission officials.

The electoral distribution procedure set out in the new legislation entrusts
the task of drawing the new boundaries and the management of the process
to the three independent Electoral Distribution Commissioners. For this
reason, Mr Graham Hawkes and advisers of simnilar position have not been
involved in preparations being made by the State Electoral Department in
anticipation of the possible requirements of the Electoral Distribution
Commissioners. Please refer to the answer 1805 for a response to the other
matters raised.

The following outline of the steps and time periods involved in the
redistribution process may be of assistance.

State electoral redistribution schedule as provided for by the Electoral
Distribution Act 1947, division of the State is to be made as soon as
practicable after the commencement of the Acts Amendment (Electoral)
Reform Act 1987.

Step Time Allowed

1 . Written suggestions invited by advertisement 30 days

2. Written comments invited on suggestions 14 days

3. Initial distribution proposals published 42 days

4. Objections to the initial distribution
proposals may be lodged 30 days

5. Presentation of the final distribution60dy
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CRIME: ASSAULT
Blind Person: Offenders

2125. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) Does he recall newspaper reports in mid-August under the heading and

similar 'punk girls blind boy"?
(2) Will he advise the House whether the police were successful in their

inquiries in finding the offenders?
(3) If not, what progress has been made?
(4) If charges have been laid, have they been deal; with, and what penalties

were applied?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:
(1) Yes.
(2)-(4)

The police have preferred a charge which has not yet been disposed of by
the courts.

ROAD: RAILWAY ROAD, SHENTON PARK
Crosswalk

2127. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Referring to question 1933 of 13 October 1987 concerning an accident in

Railway Road, Shenron Park, and in view of the obvious danger to
pedestrians at this location, will he have the matter referred to the
appropriate commiittee to enable consideration of a possible crosswalk at
this location?

(2) Will he ensure I am told of the commnittee's detemination to enable me to
infonn concerned residents of this area?

Mr TROY replied:

A raised pedestrian refuge island was installed on Railway Road directly
adjacent to the Shenton Park railway station subway on 15 October 1978.
The island replaced a zebra crosswalk for the specific purpose of
improving safety since swudies by the Main Roads Department have shown
that crosswalks on multi-lane roads which are not constantly utilised have
a poor safety record. The smudies reveal that accident rates, where islands
replace crosswalks, reduce to 20 per cent of their previous level.

The refuge island allows pedestrians to undertake a two-stage crossing
manoeuvre, having to negotiate one direction of traffic flow at a time. The
reintroduction of a zebra crosswalk would not be appropriate.

CRIME: STEALING
Juveniles: Penalties

2128. Mr HASSELL, to dhe Minister representing the Minister for Community Services:
(1) Is the Minister aware of an article which appeared in the Mosnuan Park-

Coetesloc Post of LB August 1987 entitled "Watch Scheme leads to
Arrests" in which information was given that the Graylands
neighbourhood watch scheme had helped police catch two teenagers
allegedly involved in 134 car and stealing offences, the article reporting
that the police had arrested a 13-year-old and a 17-year-old who were each
charged with 29 counts of unauthorised use of motor vehicles and 22
counts of damage, and that the younger boy also faced six charges of
stealing, and the 17-year-old faced five charges of stealing and one of
breaking and entering; and that both boys were due to appear in the Perth
Children's Court on a total of 134 charges?

(2) What penalties were imposed by the Children's Court on the alleged

4762



[Tuesday, 20 October 1981] 76

offenders, and what precisely were the penalties carried out by the
Minister's department?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Court records indicate that the 13-year-old boy, after spending one week in
Longmore Remand Centre, was placed on a 70-hour community service
order by the court. This order has now been successfully completed. The
17-year-old boy is at Longrnore Remand Centre and is awaiting a hearing
on 23 December 1987 on two charges of stealing. At that time, he will
sentenced on the other charges to which he has pleaded guilty.

ENERGY: GAS
Reticulation System: Fremannle

2129. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

(1) What programme of upgrading of the gas reticulation system of the former
Fremantle Gas and Coke Co Ltd area is planned by the State Energy
Commission in 1987-88?

(2) What total expenditure is involved?

(3) What estimate has been made by the State Energy Commission of the total
cost of upgrading to State Energy Commission standards the reticulation
network of the Fremantle Gas and Coke Co Ltd area?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Work on the gas reticulation system in the Fremiantle area is now

integrated into the overall works programme of the SEC's gas supply
division.

(2) Capital work by the gas supply division for 1987-88 has been budgeted at
$L8.2 million, of which approximately $1.6 million is allocated for work in
the Fremantle area.

(3) Most upgrading work takes places as part of expansion and extension
works. Separate figures are not taken out to distinguish upgrading from
development expenditure.

WA EXI CORPORATON
Mitsui Agreement

2130. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Economic Development:

(1) Further to questions 56 and 980 of 1987, what is the progress of
discussions between Western Australian Exim Corporation and Mitsui?

(2) Has any agreement been reached?

(3) What is the nature of that agreement?

Mr PARKER replied:

An informal arrangement has been agreed which will provide both parties
with the opportunity to explore the possibilities offered by the proposed
trading joint venture. The arrangement will be assessed early next year.

---- CONSERVATION AND LAND MvANAGEMENqT-DEPARTMENT-
District Officer: Location

2131. Mr SCHELL, to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:
(1) When considering the Mukinbudin Shire's unsuccessful application for the

north eastern district officer of the Department of Conservation and Land
Management to be based at Mukinbudin, did he visit the shire and discuss
the application with the shire councillors and inspect the facilities?

(2) What were the key criteria which made Merredin appear to be superior to
Mukinbudin as the district headquarters?
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Mr HODGE replied:
(1) 1 had a brief discussion with representatives of the shire during my recent

visit to Westonia.
(2) (a) Liaison with other Government departments and the potential to

share facilities;
(b) training and meeting facilities;
(c) repair and service of equipment;
(d) purchase of goods;
(e) availability of facilities in relation to staff requirements - for

example, schools, hospitals, doctors.
MOTORCYCLES

High Horsepower: Banning

2132. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(I) Is he aware of disquiet in the motorcycle industry concerning the

possibility that machines over a centain horsepower will be banned from
being imported, creating a demand for large machines of 750 to 1100 cc
capacity?

(2) Can he assure the public that an import restriction is not likely?
Mr GORDON HL-L replied:
(1) No.
(2) No. It is suggested that the member contact the relevant Minister of the

Commonwealth Government to seek the assurance which he has
inappropriately requested me to provide.

PRISONERS
Payments

2134. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing the Minister for Corrective Services:
(i) What are the various classes of pay made to prisoners in Western

Australia?
(2) How much is the weekly payment made to prisoner David Birnie?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) Prisons regulations 44 and 45 provide for four classes of classification of

prisoners for work purposes. Current daily rates are --

First class $2.69
Second class $2.12
Third class $1.72
Fourth classni

(2) Specific details relating to art individual prisoner are not divulged.
WOMEN'S ELECTORAL LOBBY

Financial Arrangements
2135. Mr COWAN, to the Minister for Women's Interests:

(1) Is he aware that on page 22 of the publication by the Western Australian
Women's Advisory Council entitled 'Women's Work on the Land", the
address of the Women's Electoral Lobby is given as c/- the Women's
Information and Referral Exchange, 32 St George's Terrace, Perth?

(2) Is this the correct address?
(3) What is the relationship between the Women's Information arnd Referral

Exchange and the Women's Electoral Lobby?
(4) What Womnen's Information and Referral Exchange facilities, other than
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the address, are made available to the Women's Electoral Lobby, and
under what financial arrangements?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) No. The Women's Electoral Lobby's correct address is not C/- the
Women's Information and Referral Exchange.

(3 )-(4)
Since its establishment in 1984, the Women's Information and Referral
Exchange has had office space available for occupation by Goverrnent-
funded community groups. The Women's Electoral Lobby recently rook
advantage of this in the absence of any other expression of interest by a
Government-funded organisation or other voluntary group. No other
WIRE facilities are provided.

PLANNING: HIGH-RISE DEVELOPMENT
Policy

2 137. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Planning:

(1) What is the official Governiment policy position in relation to --

(a) high-rise development on the Scarborough beach front;

(b) high-rise beach front development generally?
(2) Does the Government plan any new specific controls?

(3) If so, what are they?

(4) How will Government policy be effected?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) The Government is opposed to high-rise development on the Scarborough
beach front and elsewhere along the coast.

(2) I am currently awaiting detailed advice from the State Planning
Commission on the nature of new controls and the appropriate methods of
implementation.

(3)-(4)
Not applicable.

TRAFFIC LIGHTS: BEAUFORT-WALCOfl STREETS
Modifications

2139. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Transport.

(1) Will he consider modifications to the traffic lights at the intersection of
Beaufort and Walcott Streets, Mt Law ley to allow northbound motorists to
tur right into Walcott Street en route to the Mt Lawley subway?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr TROY replied:

(1) No.

(2) Prior to the implementation of the existing ight turn ban, disproportionate
- queues. and delays resulted- from a relatively small number of right turn

vehicles. To remove the ban will see a return of such congestion. Due to
the restricted capacity of the intersection and the heavy volumes of straight
through traffic, it is undesirable to provide exclusive right turn arrows
because of the overall congestion it would generate. This congestion
would be greater than previously existed because of traffic growth since
the ban was imposed.
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EDUCATION: HIGH SCHOOLS
Gymnasiums: Community Use

2140. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Education:

(1) Is it the general policy of the Education Department that all school
gymnnasiunms be made available for community use outside of normal
school hours, provided adequate supervision and security is maintained?

(2) If not, what is the current Education Departnent policy on the use of
school gymnasiums outside normal school hours?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Yes. AUl school buildings and grounds are readily available subject to
school needs, and interested groups should work through their local school
principal to organise activities.

SPORT AND RECREATION ACTIVITES
Select Committee Report: Recommendations

214L Mr CASH, to the Minister representing the Minister for Sport and Recreation;

What action has been taken with respect to the recommendations made in
section 1 of the report of the Select Committee into Sport and Recreation
Activities in Western Australia which was presented to Parliament in
November 1984?

Mr WILSON replied:

The State Sports Council has more recently completed a comprehensive
report on country sport which is currently under consideration. This report
provides an updated perspective on the issues raised in the report of the
Select Committee.

GOVERNMENT BUILDING: HARRISON HOUSE, NORTHAM
Demolition

2142. Mr TRENORDEN, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is be aware that demolition tenders have been advertised for Harrison

House, Northam?

(2) Is there concern that a building that could be made available to the public in
a town short of this type of building is likely to be demolished?

(3) What be would the replacement value of this building?

(4) What is the cost of upgrading the building if this is the problem?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) No, a thorough survey of a possible use for this building was undertaken at
a local level by the Administrator of the Northam Regional Hospital. I
understand the member contributed to this exercise. The end result was
that no local group or Government organisation was interested in the
facility due to the poor condition and age of the building.

(3) The replacemneht cost is unknown, and is not relevant as the "newer" staff
quarters are sufficient for the hospital's needs.

(4) In April 1987, the Building Management Authority advised that $236 000
was the estimated cost of necessary repairs to put the building back into a
useable condition.

MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS' LICENCES
collections

2143. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

Can he detail the amount collected during the following periods from fees
charged for motor vehicle drivers' licences --
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(a) July 1984-June 1985;
(b) July 1985-June 1986;

(c) July 1986-June 1987?
Mr GORDON HILL replied:

(a) July 1984-June 1985 -- $13 049 476;

(b) 1uly 1985-Junel1986--$11600 222;

(c) July 1986-June 1987 -$ 12 184 845.

TRAFFIC OFFENCES
Penalties

2144. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing the Attorney General:

Can the Attorney General detail the amounts collected in fines and
penalties associated with traffic offences for the period --

(a) July 1984-June 1985;

(b) July L985-June 1986;
(c) July 1986-June 1987?

M-& PETER DOWDING replied:

Details are not readily available of amounts collected on fines imposed in
Courts of Petty Sessions for traffic offences. Fines for all types of offences
are paid into Consolidated Revenue, and no attempt is made to categorise
the types of offences for which fines were imposed.

LAND: NATIONAL PARKS
Mining: Bailey Report

2146. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for Environment:

What decision has the Government taken on that part of the Bailey report
recommending that mining in national parks be banned after 2001?

Mr HODGE replied:
The committee on exploration and mining in national parks and nature
reserves, chaired by Dr John Bailey. did not in fact recommend that mining
in national parks should be banned after 2001.

LAND: NATIONAL PARKS
Ruao/ River: Boundaries

2148. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Environment:

Would he table maps showing the boundary of the Rudall River National
Park and the areas sought by CRA Exploration Ltd for exploration and the
areas sought by Aboriginal people?

Mr HODGE replied:

Public plans held by the Department of Mines, Perth, indicate the mining
tenements held by CRA Exploration within the Rudall River National Park.
There are presently Aboriginal communities at Punmu and Pangurr. Thle
question of Aboriginal living areas in Rudall River National Park will be
addressed by the draft management plan to be prepared by the Department
of Conservation and Land Management.

ENERGY: ELECTRICITY
Poles: Deterioration

2149. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

(1) How many power poles "came down" daring the recent weekend storms in
the metropolitan area?

(2) How many power poles were --
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(a) blown over;
(b) snapped off, as a result of pole deterioration?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) 24.
(2) (a) 1;

(b) 23.
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS PLANNiNG AUTHORITY

Expenditure
2150. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Attains:

(1) Would he provide the details of expenditure by the Aboriginal Affairs
Planning Authority of --

(a) travel expenses;
(b) motor vehicle expenses;
(c) professional services fees;
(d) ministerial expenses;
(e) grant to Pinnu community;
(f0 special projects,

as shown in the report of' the 1985-86 financial year?
(2) When will the 1986-87 report be tabled?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) The details of expenditure of the Aboriginal Mfairs Planning Authority are

fully set out in the annual report for the year referred to. If the member
has a particular concern about a specific item of expenditure, I will have
the matter investigated.

(2) As soon as the financial statements have been audited.
ABORIGINAL LANDS TRUST

Reserve Excisions
2151. Mr BLAIKIE. to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) In the report of the Aboriginal Lands Trust for 1985-86, how was the
payment of $19 960.55 for excision investigations arrived at?

(2) Would he detail the excisions that were under investigation, and which
people or groups made the requests?

(3) Was the payment made to a private or public body?
(4) Does he expect a simnilar occurrence in the 1987-88 financial year?
Mr BRIDGE replied:
(1) Costs associated with investigations and surveys for applications for living

areas by Aboriginal groups.
(2) Many applications for land have been made by Aboriginal groups over

many years, and the information as to the details of which applications
were the subject of processing during the year referred to is not readily
available. If the member has a concern about a particular application, he
should advise me and I will have the matter investigated.

(3) The details of expenditure by the Aboriginal Lands Trust are fully set out
in the annual report for the year referred to. If the member has a particular
concern about a specific item of expenditure, I will have the matter
investigated.

(4) Yes.

4768 CASSEMOBLY]



[Tuesday, 20 October 1987] 46

WOOLAH ABORIGINAL CORPORATION
Members of Parliament: Employment

2152. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

How many current or past members of Parliament were either employed or
contracted on a full or part-time basis to Doon Doom Station, latterly
Woolah Aboriginal Corporation?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
Woolab Aboriginal Corporation is a private incorporated organisation, and
accordingly the member should refer his question to that organisation.

WOOLAM ABORIGINAL CORPORATION
Audit

2153. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Following the project analysis and summary report on Doon Doon station,

subsequently Woolab Aboriginal Corporation, what action has been taken
to have the results of the special audit for the 1981 financial year
authorised by the Aboriginal Development Corporation, following concern
highlighted by his department, available to members of Parliament?

(2) If no, why not?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) The Aboriginal Development Commission, to which the member
presumably refers, is a Commnonwealth instrumentality. The member
should therefore address his question to the relevant Commonwealth
Minister.

(2) Not applicable.

WOOLAM ABORIGINAL CORPORATION
Audit

2154. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

Will he mrange to make available to the House the special audit undertaken
by the Aboriginal Development Corporation into the rmancial activities of
Doon Doon Station, latterly Woolah Aboriginal Corporation?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
The Aboriginal Development Commission, to which the member
presumably refers, is a Commonwealth agency, and I suggest that questions
about any audit it has undertaken should be directed to the relevant
Commonwealth Minister.

ABORIGINAL SITES
Protection

2155. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

Since 1982, would he detail the Aboriginal sites that have been declared
protected sites under section 19(4) of the Aboriginal Heritage Act where
the order has been revoked, giving the reasons for the revocation, the areas
concerned, and the dates involved?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

There has been no revocation of the order of an Aboriginal site that has
been declared a protected site under section 19(4) of the Aboriginal
Heritage Act.

ABORIGINAL SITES
Protectioan

2156. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Was the original gas pipeline moute at Bennett Brook recommended for

protection as an Aboriginal site of outstanding importance?
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(2) Was the site declared, and on whose recommendation and on what date?
(3) (a) Was the pipeline rerouted to an alternative crossing at Bennett

Brook;
(b) was that site declared;

(c) on whose recommendation and on what date?
Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) No.

(2) The site was not declared.

(3) (a) Yes;

(b) no;

(c) not applicable since the site was not declared.

ABORIGINAL SITES
Protected Areas

2157. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) How many Aboriginal sites have been declared "a protected area" uinder the
provisions of the Aboriginal Heritage Act in each year since 1982?

(2) Further to (1), would he provide details of the locations so protected?
(3) Further to (1), how many sites have been recommended to him by the

Trustees of the Museum as "An Aboriginal site of outstanding imnportance
that should be protected" in each year?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
The answer was tabled.

(See paper No 385.)
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: STATUTORY AUTHORITIES

Membership
2159. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

Would he provide details of all statutory authorities, and their members,
that are involved with matters relating to Aboriginal affairs and Aboriginal
people?

Mr BRIDGE replied:
The answer was tabled.

(See paper No 386.)
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS: LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Involvement
2160. Mr BLAIIE, to the Minister for Local Government:

(1) What means, if any. has the Government implemented to "actively
encourage Aboriginal involvement in Local Government" as contained in
the Australian Labor Party 1986 State Platform?

(2) If the Government has taken no action, why not?

Mr CARR replied:
(1) Although introduced under earlier Australian Labor Party platforms, the

introduction of the adult franchise was the catalyst which enabled all
Western Australians to participate actively in local government, rather than
restricting involvement only to those individuals privileged to own or
occupy rateable property. The Government remains firmly committed to
that policy.
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In pursuance of that policy, a project team comprising representatives of
relevant organisations has been established to develop policies to promote
Aboriginal involvement in local government matters.

(2) Not applicable..

CHEMICALS: POLYCHLORINJATED BIPHENYLS
Disposal

2161. Mr BLADUIE, to the Minister for Environment:

(1) What is the Government's policy on the disposal of PCB-contaminated
material?

(2) Has the Government been requested by any other State for PCBs and
similar material to be incinerated in Western Australia, and what has been
the response?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) 1 refer the member to my answer to his question 1772 on 17 September

t987.

(2) No.
BRICKWORKS: PRESTIGE

Flood Plain: Use
2162. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:

Further to question 1771 of 1987, what area of flood plain is to be used for
the proposed Midland brickworks?

Mr HODGE replied:

Subject to final survey, approximately 0.63 hectares of river flood plain
was included within the land requirements of the company's proposal
submitted to the EPA in May 1987. However, a minor variation to the
company's proposal submitted to the EPA in October 1987 to vary the
location of the brick plant, kiln, and clay stockpile areas means that
approximately 0.19 hectares less flood plain will now be required for the
development.

The company has offered to make a 10-metre strip available to the Crown
at no cost to assist in the provision of the proposed Helena River linear
park.

HEALTH CLUBS
Voluntary Code

2164. Mr WAT, to the Minister for Consumer Affairs:

(1) Is he aware that on 29 April 1986, his predecessor suggested to health club
operators that the health and fitness industry might govern itself more
effectively by the introduction of a voluntary code of ethics?

(2) Is he aware that, as a consequence of that suggestion, a code of ethics was
drafted by industry representatives and presented to his predecessor by
mail on 15 July 1986 with a request that it be implemented?

(3) Does he support the proposal of the previous Minister regarding a-codeof
ethics for the industry, and if so, what action has he taken to facilitate its
implementation?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

See answer to parliamentary question 2096.



QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE
HEALTH CLUB

Laurie Potter Group: Memberships
350. Mr CLARKO, to the Premier.

(I) Is the Premier concerned at reports that the Potter Group of health clubs
was continuing the sale of club memberships at a time when the health
club group was apparently no longer viable?

(2) If so, has any inquiry been requested by the Government into this
apparently illegal action?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

I am not aware of the reports, but I would appreciate the member's giving
me some reference to which I might direct the attention of the appropriate
officer.

Mr Clarko: If you get your officers to play back the "Sattler Report" this
morning, a manager from the Potter Group made a statement that they
were not directed until a week before the receivers were appointed to stop
selling life memberships.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am not aware that is an offence, but I would certainly ask
the Minister to draw the mailer to the attention of the commissioner, and
that officer can take or recommend whatever action he thinks appropriate.

Mr Williams: Should not Corporate Affairs be involved as well?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am not sure whether it is Corporate Affairs or the
Commissioner for Consumer Affairs, but the commissioner can advise the
Minister that Corporate Affairs is the appropriate Government department
or agency to look at it.

That is the answer to the question. Let me say one or two things in addition
to that. Firstly, I do not know, after having listened very closely to the
member for Karrinyup, what it is he would like the Government to do for
the life members of the Potters, Fletchers, and Lords clubs. I think it is
absolutely shameful that they are being treated in this fashion, but I do not
know how I can direct Mr Potter to provide funds that he does not have to
relieve their situation.

Mr Clarko: I proposed a public inquiry. Would you do that?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not know that there is much point in a public inquiry.

Mr Clarko: It would give information.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Certainly, but I do not think there is much point in a public
inquiry into how we can assist the life members of those clubs. What has
happened is that someone has gone broke.

Mr Clarto: He still denies that he has. He reckons that his assets and liabilities
balance.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Whether his assets and liabilities balance is one thing; the
receivers are putting him into liquidation. That means he has gone broke.
I listened very carefully to the member for Karrinyup because he promised
me he would tell me what it was that he would do to ensure that these life
members, of whom he is one and I am one --

Mr Clarko: I asked you for an inquiry. You apparently are not prepared to have
an inquiry.

Mrt BRIAN BURKE: The member for Karrinyup has said that his way of
assisting people is to have an inquiry. I think that the member for
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Kanrinyup is dodging the unpalatable truth that when people go into
liquidation, others are invariably hurt. That is the situation. As far as dhe
Government is concerned, we will do anything reasonable to assist in
respect of those life members, but if the member for Karrinyup thinks that
we should put funds into the failed Potter Group --

Mr Clarko: I didn't say that.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am saying if the member for Karrinyup believes that is

what we should do, we are not prepared to do it. If there is anything
reasonable that we can do, we will certainly do it, but we cannot set about
trying to paper over the bankrupt business dealings of people like Laurie
Poller. There is nothing we can do to restore financial acumen to him, if
that is what is lacking. I make no judgment about that; I feel sorry for
Laurie Potter because he has lost everything. I have lost a life membership
but he has lost a lifetime's work. I do not excuse whatever bad
management it was on his behalf or on the Teachers Credit Society's
behalf.

Several members interjected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not excuse anything the Government has done wrong

either.
Mr Lightfoot: Some of the Potter clubs are remaining open.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Not to my knowledge.
Mr Clarko: He is not yet bankrupt, you know.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Let me simply say, to sumnmarise the situation, that the
Government thinks that the life members are being treated very shabbily.
There is absolutely no question about that; but I do not know where the
capacity lies to do anything for them. We cannot order Laurie Potter to
apply funds he does not have. We certainly cannot go paying out of
taxpayers' funds sums of money that would alleviate the difficulties or the
pain that is being felt by the life members, or the other members who are
being disadvantaged.

Mr Lightfoot: Are you saying he has no assets whatsoever?
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I did not say he has no assets.
Mr Lightfoot: You said he had lost everything.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I am saying that he has assets but his liabilities vastly

exceed them.
Mr Lightfoot: That does not mean he has lost everything.

Mr Crane: But he will.
Several members interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not have the business acumen of the member for
Murchison-Eyre, hut I would have thought that if his liabilities exceed his
assets and he is being liquidated, he stands to lose --

Mr Lightfoot: He may very well have separate liability companies.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I think the member for Murchison-Eyre is saying a lot more
about himself than he is about Mr Potter. I do not know what he has --

Several members interjected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: According to the newspaper reports, his liabilities exceed

his assets.
Mr Clarko: No, the papers do not say that.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: That is what the newspapers say; Mr Potter does not say
that. However the newspapers say that, and so does the Teachers Credit
Society, as do his other financiers. I have seen in the paper that Mr Potter
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says that his assets exceed his liabilities. Mr Potter has also said that he is
negotiating with a Melbourne financier and that within four to six weeks
he will be able to refinance his operations.

Mr Lightfoot: [ bet he is not driving around in an FJ Holden ute.

Dr Gallop: Perhaps the member for Murchison-Eyre could give us a lecture on
bankniptcy.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I do not know. However, as far as I am concerned, the
Government does not excuse Mr Potter's shabby treatment of his life
members or his other members but the Government is not heartened --

Several members interjected.

Thbe ACTING SPEAKER (Dr Lawrence): Order! It is becoming impossible for
the Premier to complete his answer. I ask other members to be silent.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: As far as the Government is concerned, it does not excuse
the deficiencies of Mr Potter. We do not see a role for the Govermecnt in
stepping in to run the health clubs.

With respect to the matter raised previously about the code of conduct
sought by the other participants within the health club industry, the member
for Karrinyup was at great pains to tell the House that we should not
legislate. What happened previously was that when the Health Clubs
Association went to the Minister, he expressed the same view. The
problem was that the Potter Group, which comprised the biggest proportion
by far of the industry, said, "We are not going to have a bar of any code of
conduct.." That was the Government's difficulty at that time. We could
adopt a voluntary code of conduct to which the biggest by far operator
would not adhere, or we could legislate, which is something the member
for Karrinyup now does not want to do although he wants to criticise the
former Minister for not taking action.

Mr Crane: If you bail them out, that would be socialism and I don't want that.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I can tell the member for Moore why it is easy to take an
instant dislike to the member for Murchison-Eyre -- it saves time.

ELECTORAL BLACKMAIL
Member's Claims

351. Mrs HENDERSON, to the Premier:

(1) Has the Premier seen claims by the member for Cottesloc accusing the
Government of electoral blackmail by urging Gascoyne electors to have a
direct voice in the Government by supporting Kevin Leahy, the ALP
candidate?

(2) Is this action in accord with that of previous Governments?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1)-(2)
Madam Acting Speaker, thank you for the capacity to answer this
question, which really highlights the hypocrisy of the Opposition. The
Opposition has been trumpeting its criticism of the Government for talking
about Kevin Leahy, who is by far the best candidate.

Mr Lightfoot interjected.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member for Murchison-Eyre could hardly be termed
'quietly confident' anyway. The Opposition has been trumpeting its
criticism of the Government for saying that Kevin Leahy would be a
Government member. The Opposition has been criticising the
Government for saying that the people of Gascoyne, if they elect Kevin
Lecahy, will have one Labor, or Government, member and two Liberal
members. Members opposite say we are somehow unethical or immoral
for saying that Kevin Leahy will be a Government member with direct
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access to the Government. Now, times change quickly and people in
Opposition forget that which they did when in Government. so I think it is
appropriate that I remind members opposite of a by-election held not too
long ago when they were in Government and when that paragon of Liberal
leaders, Sir Charles Court --

Several members interjected.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: Have members opposite ever heard of Iohn Forrest?

Conservatives like members opposite usually think he was the greatest
leader we ever had.

MW Clarko: He never went around saying "the best new leader".
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I did not say he was the best campaigner.

Let me read what Sir Charles Court had to say. This is Sir Charles Court,
whom members opposite are implicitly attacking by criticising me and the
Government for doing things that Sir Charles Court did in even grester
measure. On the front page of the Kalgoorlie Miner, and talking about Mr
Moffat, the candidate for the Liberal Party, who polled something like 30
per cent of the vote, appears the following

He is the ideal person to represent Kalgoorlie 's interests directly to
the Government.
Sir Charles said the people of Kalgoorlie had an excellent
opportunity to elect themselves a member of the Government side
of politics.

In the advertising we see-
Keep Kalgoorlie growing with direct Liberal representation.

We all know that since the present member for Kalgoorlie was elected the
place has never looked back. Look at the price of gold!

Mr Crane: It went down today.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The gold price did not go down today.
Mr MacKinnon: Yes, it did.
Mr BRIAN B URKE: I forgot the Leader of the Opposition was even here.

There is a full page advertisement --

Vote I Moffat with direct representation in the State Government.
On this page there are some things to recommend it. The first is this
picture of a rather fat me, and I will pass it around later. On page 3 of this
Kalgoorlie Miner dated 13 June there is a picture of a very winning group,
and the member for K~algoorlie is there. But this is where Sir Charles Court
is promising a hospital and housing and low interest loans to goidminers
and other things not connected with the election. Sir Charles is reported as
saying, "Ian Moffat is the ideal candidate for Kalgoorlie." Sir Charles
Court said, "It would be a great advantage to Kalgoorlie people to have a
member representing them in the Government party." Now why did he say
that?

Mr Crane Because that is what he thought. And-you said the same thing.
Mr Stephens: It is obvious you thought that the Liberals' idea was a good one,

and you copied it.
Mr BRIAN BURKE: The member should write it out and we could have a

seminar on it. But members opposite should not be angry; they started
this. The member for Cottesloe is poncing around the Gascoyne electorate
with his hand on his hip accusing me of being immoral and pathetic.
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Point c/ Order
Mr COURT: We had an arrangement where we would get through as many

questions as possible. We have had 15 minutes of question rime and we
are still coming to the conclusion of the second question.

The ACT[NG SPEAKER (Dr Lawrence): I ask the Premier to wind up his
answer. During the two questions I have witnessed a lot of interjections
and debate across the floor, but I have not intervened because it seemed
that members on both sides were enjoying them.

Questions without Notice Resumed
Mr BRIAN BURKE: I was not enjoying being put under such pressure.

These last two advertisements are really a variation on the theme. This is a
picture of Mir Moffat, under the racing form. The advertisement says --

His opponent if elected will not be in Governiment.
The second reads --

His opponent will not be in Government if elected.
That is the pot calling the kettle black, and the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition wants to start getting his own members into order during
questions without notice before he tries to sit me down for doing things that
members opposite were doing in the past.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
Redundancy-severance Pay Claim

352. Mr THOMPSON, to the Minister for Labour, Productivity and Employment:
(1) Has he received a fax message from Coldale Constructions Pty Ltd alerting

him to the campaign being waged by the Building Trades Association to
extort $20 per week per employee for a redundancy-severance pay claim?

(2) Did the message show that in the past 18 months similar campaigns have
resulted in an extra payment of $37.30 per week being paid to each
building worker?

(3) Is the $20 now claimed outside the wage guidelines, and are the unions
acting contrary to the code of conduct?

(4) Is it true that the Minister has stated that employers of building workers
will be punished by being denied Government contracts if they capitulate
to the demands?

(5) What action does he intend taking against the unions which are engaging in
this intimidatory action?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied;

(0)45)
Just as question time began the member for Kalamunda handed me a copy
of the question and of the fax to which he referred. I had not read it before
question timne. I assume the fax was directed to the Opposition and that a
copy has been sent to my office, although I have not read it yet. The short
answer to the first part of the question is no, but the Opposition has passed
me a copy which I have now read.
It ought to be said about this claim for severance pay that the building
employers have very strongly supported the initiatives of the Government
in trying to get some discipline into what has been, over many years, an
undisciplined industry; and we have had support from some of the unions
as well. The discipline we have sought to provide is one which provides an
opportunity for the employers to discipline their own members. They are
able to achieve that by adhering to, firstly, an arrangement whereby
disputes go to an arbitrator instead of simply being settled either by a side
deal or a sweetheart deal, and those disputes can be settled quickly because
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of the availability of the arbitrator, and issues of a more serious industrial
nature can go to the commission; and, secondly, by a code of conduct
which imposes, at the request of dhe building employers, some discipline on
their members to comply with the consensus of view that is reached about
particular industrial claims.

Today I had lunch with a group of people from the building industry, a very
well respected group who made the point to me that industrial relations in
the building industry in WA were in many ways much better than their
experience in some other States. I have had many comments from
employers and employer organisations that the structure we have set out in
WA is working far better than the situation that existed before and that it is
also better, for all of the levels of the employers in the building industry,
than the situation experienced by their counterparts in the Eastern States.

Members opposite can laugh, but what is the Opposition suggesting -- that I
should keep my nose out of this and just let a free-for-all go on out there in
the industry? Or is the Opposition suggesting that we ought to ignore the
commission and just make up our own rules on a day to day basis? Does
the Opposition say we should ignore the State and Federal industrial
commissions? Is that what the Leader of the Opposition is suggesting?

Mr MacKinnon: I said Coldale Constructions thinks what you have done has
failed.

Mr PETER DOWDING: What is the Leader of the Opposition's view? Should I
just ignore the commission? Obviously, the Leader of the Opposition has
no solution. He is good at criticising a very difficult issue, but when we do
something constructive about it that is acknowledged as constructive
across the industry and as being of significant benefit to the building
industry of Western Australia, he keeps carping about it.

I have made it clear that the employers believe that this issue should go to
the commission. The Government has said that it is prepared to continue
with its philosophy of adherence to the code of conduct, and if the
employers or the unions rake these issues to the commission or to an
appropriate foruim, whatever that may be, there will be no problem
whatsoever. However, there ought to be some quid pro quo for it and some
discipline.
If any employer thinks that I am going to tell them to make side deals at the
expense of the industry as a whole because it suits him, he is wrong.

If Coldale Constructions is a member of the MEBA, the AFCC. or
representative builder organisations, I urge it to get in touch with them and
get some support because that is where it ought to go. When those
organisations come to me and ask me to dismantle the agreement that we
set up together, we will listen. Until then, we winl not abandon builder
employers.

LAND
Rudall River National Park: Access

Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

In light of the confusion generated from statements by the member for
Vasse recorded in the 19 October edition of The West Australian, will the
Minister advise what access will be given to members of the public to
Rudall River National Park under the recently announced new
arrangements?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

It is unfortunate that the member for Vasse is not here because I would
have liked to refer to his Press comments in his presence.

,Q)
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Ours conditions for the Rudalt River National Park are consistent with
conditions for all national parks in Australia. It will be open to the public,
and we have made no distinctions between Aboriginal people and non-
Aboriginal people. At alt times, the basis of the discussions that have taken
place has recognised that. The member for Vasse knows that as well as
anybody here.

One significant thing that the member for Vasse failed to acknowledge was
that when discussing this matter, the Minister for Minerals and Energy, the
Minister for Conservation and Land Management, and I had to take
account of the fact that only mining people and Aboriginal people are
interested in that park at this time. It was in that context that we were
looking at the most sensible way to resolve the situation.

The communities. of that area have never said that they want to restrict the
activities of the public to the national park. They have been more
concemned about mining exploration in the park. It should be understood
that it was always in that context that we sought to resolve the problem and
we were able to resolve it to their satisfaction. The decision made by the
Minister for Minerals and Energy and me has been accepted by the
community as one that puts in place a yery balanced set of circumstances.
It recognises the genuine needs of the communities and the mining
companies' legitimate and proper rights.

It seems that the member for Vasse was prepared to criticise me for that
decision in an article in The West Australian. The member for Vasse is less
than honest when he suggests that the idea behind the move was intended
to rekindle the land ights debate in this State. He has had the opportunity
to be present at meetings at which I have spoken publicly about the
rejection of this issue as a land rights issue.

For the benefit of the House, I will repeat what I have been saying
constantly around this State this year: [ am not interested in debating this
matter as a land rights issue. I have more important matters on my mind.
The member for Vasse has been present when I have said that previously.
It is unfair, misleading, and wrong for him to suggest that there has been
any attempt to rekindle that issue. In fact, the contrary is the case.

I am excited about the land package arrangements. No-one is pushing
those arrangements more vigorously than I because I see many benefits
going to the Aboriginal people; and they seem to be acceptable to most
people in this State. I do not believe, in fact, that there is any opposition to
the arrangement. The Aboriginal communities see it as providing benefits
to them and a secure title to the land.

I am confident that the public is satisfied with the way we have dealt with
this matter. The decision has paid due regard to the interests of the Rudal
River National Park, and we will not make any distinction between people
and its use.
The Opposition should acknowledge that this issue has been a very delicate
one and we have dealt with it in an extremely sensible way.

LAND
Rudall River National Park: Mining Exploration

354. Mr COURT, to the Minister for Minerals and Energy:

Last week, in answer to question 345, the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
said that the exclusion of 7 500 square kilometres of the Rudall River
National Park for exploration was a firm decision. Does the Minister
understand that this ban on exploration in this 7 500 square kilometres is
permanent?
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Mr PARKER replied:

It is interesting that the question of the Rudail River National Park has been
raised by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition because it was during the
tine of the Cowrt Government in 1977 that the Rudall River National Park
was created without reference to anybody. It was a most irresponsible
action of locking away a very substantial area of land which was the
subject of extensive mineral exploration without reference to anybody and
particularly without the statutory references that should have been made to
the Mines Department.

The Government of that time was seeking to create so many hectares of
national park without regard to the consequences of its actions, not just as
those actions relate to the issues that the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs
and I have been involved with, but also with regard to the issue of the park
generally. That park is very much on the agenda today because of the
irresponsible action taken in 1977.
1 consider that the company that has been exploring in that area has been
extremely cooperative with the Goverrnent. Indeed, it has sought to try to
ensure that its activities do not impinge on concerns of the Aboriginal
people. It has been responsive to all concerns expressed to it by the
Government.
The arrangements are that exploration tenements that the company holds
will continue. Legilation enabling the company to continue with its tenure
of those tenements longer than the normal period was passed in the last
session. I have indicated to the company that I will exercise my discretion
in relation to the cessation of any exploration activity for a whole range of
reasons, one of which would include something that has happened in the
Rudall River National Park at that time.

As far as the timing is concerned, the three of us -- the Minister for
Aboriginal Affairs, CRAE, and I -- did not set a time for the resolution of
these matters because pressure to resolve the matters in a way that was
originally intended was making it harder to find an acceptable solution. I
have no doubt that in the final analysis, areas will be involved which will
be excluded from exploration permanently and other areas will not. The
important thing is that all the panics concerned made the commitment to
try to give as much time as necessary to ensure that any concerns could be
dealt with; and I believe that is the way in which things will happen.

Several members interjected.

Mr PARKER: That is the basis of the arrangements between us. It is what I
announced when on the "7.30 Report' the evening the agreement was
made.

Mr Court: It is different from what the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs said.

Mr& PARKER: The Opposition is saying that --

Mr& Blaikie: It is illegal unless the Minister for Environment makes an
announcement.

Mr PARKER: That is absolute nonsense.

Mr Court: You have three Ministers who are all saying different things. Who do
CPA listen to?

Mr PARKER: The position is absolutely clear and has been made clear by me on
a number of occasions. Tfhe arrangements were made under the provisions
of the Mining Act not the Conservation and Land Management Act. They
were agreed to by the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs and me, and released
in a joint announcement.

Mr Court: Perhaps you had better talk to the Minister during the suspension.
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A& PARKER: The Minister and I am in agreement and we understand perfectly
well what the situation is.


